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Introduced by Sens. FAHY, ADDABBO, ASHBY, BORRELLO BRI SPORT, BROUK,
BYNCE, CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK, CHAN, CLEARE, COONEY, FERNANDEZ, GONZA-
LEZ, GOUNARDES, HARCKHAM HI NCHEY, JACKSQON, LANZA, LIU, NARTI NEZ,
MARTI NS, MATTERA, MAY, MAYER, MJRRAY, MYRIE, OBERACKER, PALUMBO
RAMOS, RIVERA, C. RYAN, SALAZAR, SCARCELLA- SPANTON, SEPULVEDA, SERRA-
NO, SKOUFI'S, SUTTON, TEDI SCO, WEBER, WEIK -- read twice and ordered
printed, and when printed to be cormitted to the Conmittee on Disabil-
ities -- commttee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as
anended and recommitted to said committee -- conmittee discharged,
bill amended, ordered reprinted as amended and recomitted to said
committee -- recomitted to the Conmittee on Disabilities in accord-
ance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- committee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to protecting the
communi cation rights of individuals with disabilities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The mental hygiene |aw is amended by addi ng a new section
13.45 to read as foll ows:

8 13.45 New York state communication bill of rights for individuals with
disabilities.

In order to ensure that each person with a disability is able to |ead
alife of dignity, all persons with a disability shall have the right to
aut ononously communi cate in their preferred manner and utilize any vali -
dated conmunication supports that neet their needs, and all staff and
providers under this section shall ensure and acknow edge such rights.
For the purposes of this section, the term"validated conmmuni cation”
shall nean that the conmunication nmethod used is evidence-based, enpir-
ically supported and has denonstrated results in autononbus conmuni -
cation on the part of the person conmunicating

8 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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