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STATE OF NEW YORK

1747

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 5, 2025

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to requiring
local conmunity review and approval prior to the inplenentation of
el ectric scooter prograns and installation of electric scooter infras-
tructure in cities with a population of one mllion or nore

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis amended by adding a new
section 1290 to read as foll ows:

8 1290. Local community review and approval prior to the inplenenta-
tion of electric scooter prograns and installation of electric scooter
infrastructure in cities with a population of one mllion or nore. 1.
For purposes of this section, the following terns shall have the foll ow
ing neani ngs:

(a) "Electric scooter infrastructure" shall nean, but not be linmted
to. any physical equipnent used for the parking., charging, docking,
information dissenination, or operational support of shared electric

scooters. Parking shall include the use of a painted corral on a public
street or sidewal k.
(b) "Electric scooter"” shall have the same nmeaning as such termis

defined pursuant to section one hundred fourteen-e of this chapter.

(c) "Electric scooter progranml shall nean any service operated by a
city agency., including but not limted to the departnent of transporta-
tion, or a private organization or entity authorized through contract
with a city agency, offering shared electric scooters for short-term
public rental.

2. In any city having a population of one nmillion or nore, no electric
scooter programshall be inplenented, and no permanent or seni-pernanent
electric scooter infrastructure shall be installed on any street, side-
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wal k, or other public space unless the follow ng conditions have been
net :

(a) the proposed programor site plan has been subnitted to the comu-
nity board., or simlar community-based advisory body with jurisdiction
over the proposed inplenentation area, for review and

(b) a public hearing has been held by such community board or body,
and a formal witten recommendation has been issued concerning the
proposed programor installation.

3. The relevant city agency, including but not linmted to the depart-
nent of transportation, shall give substantial consideration to the
recommendation i ssued pursuant to subdivision two of this section prior
to approving or issuing any pernit for such programor installation. No
electric scooter programor associated electric scooter infrastructure
shall be inplenented or installed in a district where the community

board has issued a di sapproval recommendati on.
4. The requirenents of subdivision two of this section shall not apply

to energency installations of electric scooter infrastructure necessary
to address imediate public safety or transportation needs, provided
tinely notice is given to the applicable conmmunity board and any such
infrastructure is renpved within ninety days unl ess approved pursuant to
subdi vision two of this section.

5. Any permanent or sem-pernmanent electric scooter infrastructure
that was installed within five years prior to the effective date of this
section shall be subject to the review and recommendation process
described in subdivision tw of this section. The relevant city agency
shall subnmit such existing infrastructure for conmmunity board review
within ninety days of the effective date of this section. Infrastructure
not receiving community board approval within ninety days of review
shall be subject to renpval

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




