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STATE OF NEW YORK

7679--B

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 29, 2025

I ntroduced by Sen. GOUNARDES -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Transportation -- recom
mtted to the Conmittee on Transportation in accordance wth Senate
Rule 6, sec. 8 -- comittee discharged, bill anended, ordered
reprinted as anended and recomitted to said comrittee -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as amended and reconmmitted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the public authorities law, in relation to nenbership on
the Long Island rail road comuter council, the Metro-North railroad
commuter council, and the New York city transit riders council, and in
relation to the powers and duties of the pernanent citizens advisory
conmittee

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "R I1.D. ER
"Rider Interests Deserve Enmpowering Representation' Act”

8§ 2. The section heading and subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 1204-e of
the public authorities law, the section heading as added by chapter 483
of the laws of 1981 and as renunbered by section 2 of part H of chapter
25 of the laws of 2009, subdivisions 1 and 2 as anended by chapter 125
of the laws of 2022, are anmended to read as foll ows:

New York city transit [authority—advisory] riders council. 1. There is
hereby created the New York city transit authority advisory riders coun-
cil, to study, investigate, nonitor, and nake reconmendations wth
respect to the naintenance and operation of the New York city transit
authority, its subsidiaries, and the Staten Island rapid transit operat-
ing authority. Such council shall study and investigate all aspects of
the day to day operations of such authority, its subsidiaries and the
Staten Island rapid transit operating authority, nmonitor their perform
ance and reconmend changes to inprove the efficiency of the operation
thereof. Such council shall study and nake reconmendations in regard to
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inmproving bicycle and pedestrian access on trains and buses, and at
bridges, stations and other facilities operated by the authority, its
affiliates and subsidiaries and the Staten Island rapid transit operat-
ing authority and submit such recomendations to the netropolitan trans-
portation authority on or before June first, two thousand twenty-two and
every five years thereafter.

2. Such council shall consist of sixteen menbers who shall be commu-
ters who regularly use the transportation services of such authorities.
O the sixteen nmenbers, at |east one nenber shall be a resident of Bronx
county, at least one nenber shall be a resident of Kings county, at
| east one nenber shall be a resident of New York county, at |east one
nenber shall be a resident of Richnond county, and at |east one nmenber
shall be a resident of Queens county. Six of such sixteen nenbers shal
be appoi nted by the governor upon the recommendati on of the nmayor of the
city of New York[+]. five upon the recomrendati on of the [president]

public advocate of the [G+Ly—eeune++—{#—44uﬂ city of New Ybrk[—]h and
five [ B e

g 2 Gy A pon t he
reconnendatlon of Iocal elected officials in Consultatlon with the

borough president of such borough of the city of New York where the
nenber resides. Provided, however, that one nenber reconmended by the
mayor of New York shall have a denonstrated expertise or interest in the
pronotion and devel opnent of inproved bicycle and pedestrian access at
bridges, stations and other facilities operated by the netropolitan
transportation authority, as created by section twelve hundred sixty-
three of this article, and such authority's affiliates and subsidiaries.
The [ehai+man] chairperson shall be a nenber selected by the nenbership
of the committee. Each of the nenbers shal | serve for a tern1of t wo

epe—year]. Vacanci es occurring other than by explratlon of tern1sha|| be
filled in the sane manner as the original appointnments for the bal ance
of the unexpired termbut shall be subject to the provisions of subdivi-

sion five of section twelve hundred sixty-six-i of this article.

8 3. The section heading and subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 1266-d of
the public authorities law, the section heading as added by chapter 482
of the laws of 1981, subdivision 1 as anended by chapter 125 of the |aws
of 2022, and subdivision 2 as anended by chapter 802 of the |aws of
2021, are anmended to read as follows:

Long Island rail road [eemmHer—s] conmuter council. 1. There is here-
by created the Long Island rail road [eemuter—s] commuter council, to
study, investigate, nonitor and make reconmendations with respect to the
mai nt enance and operation of the Long Island rail road. Such counci
shal |l study and investigate all aspects of the day to day operations of
such railroad, nonitor its performance and reconmend changes to i nprove
the efficiency of the operation thereof. Such council shall study and
make recomendations in regard to inproving bicycle and pedestrian
access at bridges, stations, and other facilities operated by the Long
Island [Rait+ead] Rail Road and subnmt such reconmendations to the
metropolitan transportation authority on or before June first, two thou-
sand twenty-two and every five years thereafter.

2. Such council shall consist of thirteen nenbers who shall be commu-
ters who regularly use the transportation services of such railroad, and
who shall be residents of Nassau, Suffolk, Queens, or [Breeklyn] Kings
county. Menbers shall be appointed by the governor upon the recomrenda-
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tion of Jlocal elected officials in consultation with the county execu-
tive of [eash—such] Nassau or Suffolk county, provided, however, that
such nenbers shall be chosen froma list of ten names submitted by each
such county executive and provided further however that no nore than six
menbers of such council shall be residents of either such county.
Provi ded, however, that one nenber shall be appointed on the recomrenda-
tion of a local elected official in consultation with the borough presi-
dent of Queens and one nenber shall be appointed on the reconmendation
of a local elected official in consultation with the borough president
of Brooklyn. Provided, however, that one nenber [shall—be], appointed
[ who—has—a] upon the recommendation of a local elected official in
consultation with the county executive or borough president of such
county or borough where the nenber resides shall have denonstrated
expertise or interest in the pronotion and devel opnent of inproved bicy-
cle and pedestrian access at bridges, stations and other facilities
operated by the authority and its affiliates and subsidiaries. Vacancies
occurring in the nmenbership of the council shall be filled in the sane
manner as origi nal appointnments, provided, however, that if the appoint-
ment prior to the vacancy was made upon the recomrendation of the Nassau
or Suffolk county executive, such vacancy shall be filled froma |ist of
three nanes subnmitted by each such county executive, and provided

further, that such appointnents shall be subject to the provisions of
subdi vi sion four of section twelve hundred sixty-six-i of this title.

8 4. The section heading and subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 1266-e of
the public authorities law, the section heading as added by chapter 482
of the laws of 1981, subdivision 1 as anended by chapter 125 of the |aws
of 2022, and subdivision 2 as anended by chapter 802 of the |laws of
2021, are anmended to read as follows:

Metro-North [#a+] railroad commuter council. 1. There is hereby
created the Metro-North [+a-] railroad comruter council to study,
i nvestigate, nonitor and make recomrendations with respect to the main-
tenance and operation of those portions of, if any, the Hudson, Harlem
New Haven, Penn Access, Pascack Valley and Port Jervis comuter railroad
lines remaining wthin the met ropolitan commut er transportation
district. Such council shall study and investigate all aspects of the
day to day operation of such railroad lines, nonitor their performance
and recommend changes to inprove the efficiency of the operation there-
of . Such council shall study and nmake recomendations in regard to
i mproving bicycle and pedestrian access at bridges, stations and ot her
facilities operated by such railroad lines and submit such reconmenda-
tions to the netropolitan transportation authority on or before June
first, two thousand twenty-two and every five years thereafter.

2. Such council shall consist of twelve menbers and shall be conmuters
who regularly use the transportation services of such railroad lines. At
| east five of such menmbers shall be residents of the county of Wstches-
ter. O the other seven nenbers, at |east one of such nenbers shall be a
resi dent of each of the counties of Rockland, Putnam Dutchess, O ange
and Bronx, provided that such county has not withdrawn fromthe nmetro-
politan conmuter transportation district pursuant to section twelve
hundred seventy-nine-b of this title; provided further, should only the
county of Putnamremain in the netropolitan conmuter transportation
district then nmenbership on such council shall consist of eight nenbers,
six of whomreside in the county of Wstchester and two of whom reside
in the county of Putnam Menbers shall be appointed by the governor. In
maki ng such appointnments the governor shall consult with and solicit
recomrendations fromlocal officials and to the extent possible appoint
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menbers who represent the ridership of the several commuter railroad
lines. Provided, however, that one nmenber shall be appointed who has a
denmonstrated expertise or interest in the pronotion and devel opnment of
i mproved bicycle and pedestrian access at bridges, stations and other
facilities operated by the authority and its affiliates and subsid-
iaries. Vacancies occurring in the nmenbership of the council shall be
filled in the same manner as origi nal appointnments but shall be subject
to the provisions of subdivision four of section twelve hundred sixty-
six-i of this title.

8§ 5. Section 1266-i of the public authorities |aw, as added by section
10 of part H of chapter 25 of the laws of 2009, is amended to read as
foll ows:

8§ 1266-i. The permanent citizens advisory conmittee. 1. There is here-
by established a permanent citizens advisory committee. The nenbers of
the committee shall consist of the follow ng nmenbers: the Long |Island
Rai| Road [eewuter—s] commuter council, the Metro-North railroad commu-
ter council, and the New York city tran5|t [ authority—advisory] riders
council, as deflned in section twelve hundred four-e of this [ehapter]
article.

2. Such conmmttee shall serve as a coordinating council of the Long
|sland Rail Road commuter council, the Mtro-North railroad comuter
council, and the New York <city transit riders council, providing a
regional and bal anced perspective to such councils' work. Such conmttee
shall be a source of advice to the authority and its subsidiaries and
affiliates regarding matters of finance, operations, nmanagenent, plan-
ning, service issues, and the capital program plans established in
section twelve hundred sixty-nine-b of this title as well as any other
capital plans of such authority. Such conmmittee shall have the sane
access to information of the authority and its subsidiaries and affil-
iates as the Long Island Rail Road conmuter council, the Metro-North
railroad conmuter council, and the New York city transit riders council

3. The nenbers of the long Island Rail Road commuter council, the
Metro-North railroad commuter council, and the New York city transit
riders council shall receive no conpensation for their services but
shall be reinbursed for actual and necessary expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties.

4. (a) Appointnents to the Long Island Rail Road commuter council. the
Metro-North railroad commuter council. and the New York city transit
riders council shall be nande as prescribed in section twelve hundred
sixty-six-d, twelve hundred sixty-six-e, or twelve hundred four-e of
this article, respectively, except that if recomendations for nenbers
have not been nade by an elected official endowed with the power to nake
such recomendation in such respective sections within ninety days of a
vacancy on the lLong Island Rail Road commuter council, the Mtro-North
railroad commuter council, or the New York city transit riders council
interimappointnents nay be nade upon the recommendation of the execu-
tive commttee and staff of the permanent citizens advisory commttee.
The interimappointnents described herein shall last for the balance of
the unexpired termor until an elected official endowed with the power
to nake a recomendation in section twelve hundred sixty-six-d, twelve
hundred sixty-six-e, or twelve hundred four-e of this article makes such
recommendation for appointnent and such appointnent is confirned by the
governor., whichever is sooner.

(b) Notice of the appointnents described herein shall be included in
the official neeting mnutes of the pernanent citizens advisory conmft-
Lt ee.
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5. The conmittee shall also have enployees who do not serve on the
conmmuters and riders councils described in this section, but who are
enpl oyed by the authority to serve the comittee.

6. The pernmanent citizens advisory conmmittee and the authority may
enter into agreenents with each other to facilitate the provisions of
this section.

§ 6. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




