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STATE OF NEW YORK

7637

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 24, 2025

Introduced by Sen. HINCHEY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the
comm ssion for agricultural education excellence

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 141 to
read as foll ows:

8 141. Commi ssion for agricultural education excellence. 1. There is
hereby established within the departnent the conm ssion for agricultura
education excellence to assist in developing a statewi de plan for
increasing agricultural literacy and supporting agricultural education
The conmissioner shall inplenment the requirenents of the conm ssion
within funds available to the departnent and in conjunction wth the
departnent of agriculture and markets, and the departnent of |abor as
provided for under this section.

2. (a) The conmission shall consist of nineteen nenbers to be
appointed as foll ows:

(i) the conmi ssioner, or their designee;

(ii) the conm ssioner of agriculture and narkets, or their designee;

(iii) the comm ssioner of labor, or their designee;

(iv) the dean of the college of agriculture and life sciences of
Cornell university, or their designee;

(v) the executive director of agriculture education and outreach at
Cornell university;

(vi) a nenber of the New York agriculture in the classroom advisory
conm ttee appointed by the chair;

(vii) the president of New York FFA;

(viii) the director of the Cornell cooperative extension, or their

desi gnee;
(ix) the president of New York State 4-H
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(x) ten nenbers who shall be jointly appointed by the commi ssioner,
the conm ssioner of agriculture and nmarkets, and the comni ssioner of
labor fromlists subnitted by the tenporary president of the senate and
the speaker of the assenbly, in consultation with the mnority | eader of
the senate and the majority leader and the ninority |eader of the assem
bly as follows:

(1) two farners

(2) a representative of the agricultural processing and narketing
industries;

(3) two secondary teachers of agriculture, one froma board of cooper-
ative educational services career and technical center and one from a
school district appointed by the president of the New York Association
of Agricultural Educators;

(4) a representative of the state university of New York agricultura
and technical <colleges that offer agriculture majors, who has a back-
ground in or know edge of agricultural education;

5) a secondary school administrator froma school that conducts an
agricultural education program

(6) one nenber fromany college or university that offers state-ap-
proved agricultural science teacher preparation progranms or a public
conmmunity college in this state that provides an articulated agricul -
tural science teacher education course of study; and

(7) two nmenbers of the business community with know edge of agricul-
tural education.

(b) Each nenber of the conmm ssion shall serve for a termof three
years, except that of the initial nenbers so appointed: seven nenbers
shall serve for a termof three years, six nenbers shall serve for a
termof two vears, and six nenbers shall serve a termof one year. Such
initial terns shall be randonly determ ned anpbng the nenbers. Any vacan-
cy in the commission shall be filled for the unexpired termin the sane
manner as the original appointnent.

(c) The chair of the conmssion shall rotate on an annual basis
between the conmissioner, the conmm ssioner of agriculture and nmarkets,
and the commi ssioner of labor, with the conm ssioner of agriculture and
narkets chairing the first annual rotation.

(d) A majority of the nenbers of the conm ssion then in office shal
constitute a quorumfor the transaction of any business or the exercise
of any power or function of the conm ssion.

(e) Menbers of the conmi ssion shall not receive conpensation for their
services as nenbers, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary
expenses reasonably incurred in the performance of their duties. No
nenber shall be disqualified fromholding any other public office or
enpl oynent by reason of such person's appointnent or service as a nenber
notwi t hstanding the provisions of any other law to the contrary.

(f) The departnent, in conjunction with the departnent of agriculture
and nmarkets and the departnent of |abor., shall provide the conmi ssion
with such staff, equipnent, facilities and such other resources as the
conm ssion may need to carry out its powers and duties.

(g) The commission shall keep a record of all of its proceedi ngs and
actions.

3. The conm ssion shall

(a) make recommendations on policy, prograns, and initiatives ained
at :

(i) deepening the public understanding of the agriculture, food, and
natural resources industry and the inportance of locally sourced food

supplies;
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(ii) educating the public on the ability of the agricultural industry
to assist the state in achieving the goals set by the Cdinate Leadership
and Community Protection Act;

(iii) increasing the effectiveness and accountability of agricultura
education prograns;

(iv) addressing industry workforce needs, including attracting and

preparing young people for agricultural careers;
(v) providing in-service training for agricultural workers in the

agricultural industry; and
(vi) pronoting technology focused jobs and careers in the agricultura

industry;

(b) consult with secondary schools and boards of cooperative educa-
tional services to facilitate articulation agreenents with postsecondary
institutions of higher education;

(c) provide support and technical assistance to supervised agricul -

tural experience, also known as work-based | earning programs, based on

student and industry needs;
(d) provide support and technical assistance for K-12 prograns using

food and agriculture as context for |earning;

(e) offer support and coordination for statewide and local activities
related to FFA prograns;

(f) offer support and coordination for statewide and |ocal activities
related to 4-H prograns;

(0) investigate, review and issue an annual report on the status of
agricultural literacy and education in the state required pursuant to
subdi vision four of this section that includes the location of al
resources provided by the conm ssion;

(h) serve as a link between the agribusiness sector and the agricul-
tural literacy and education system to comunicate nutual concerns,
needs, and projections;

(i) establish and maintain a system of increased awareness of agricul -
tural literacy education and its continued need to all residents of New
York: and

(j) study and nake reconmendations on nodel curriculumor instruction
on agricultural Jliteracy and education in an appropriate place in the
curriculumof elenentary, nmiddle and high school students.

4. By May first, two thousand twenty-six, and by My first of each
year thereafter, the commission shall submt a report to the governor
and the legislature on the status of agricultural education in the state
of New York. The report shall

a) outline agricultural literacy and education prograns and achieve-
nents;

(b) assess the trends and needs in secondary and both formal and
informal postsecondary agricultural education and training;

(c) investigate and assess workforce trends of the agriculture, food.
and natural resources industry;

(d) assess and nmake progranm ng recomendations for neeting the train-
ing needs for individuals not pursuing formal postsecondary education;

(e) identify critical needs, challenges and opportunities in the agri-
culture, food, and natural resources industry in the state, its work-
force, and agricultural comunities, and identify how to best strengthen
the industry for growh and profitability;

(f) consider the manner in which funds are acquired and used to
support agricultural education activities;

(g) highlight newinitiatives and recommend future program needs;
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(h) make recommendations on nodel curriculumor instruction on agri-
cultural literacy and education in an appropriate place in the curric-
ulum of elenentary, mddle and high schools:;

(i) nmake recommendations to the governor and the legislature regarding
legislative and requlatory changes to inprove agricultural literacy and
education; and

(j) be shared annually to the legislative conmttees with jurisdiction
over agricultural, education and |abor policy.

5. The inplenentation of this section shall be subject to funds appro-
priated to the departnent, the departnent of agriculture and narkets,
and the departnment of |abor for such purposes. The departnent may accept
grants and donations from public and private sources, including the
federal governnment, to pay for costs incurred for the inplenentation and
conti nuance of the provisions of this section.

§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




