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STATE OF NEW YORK

7460

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 17, 2025

I ntroduced by Sens. RIVERA, ASHBY, BROUK, HI NCHEY, MAY, PARKER, WEBB - -
read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be comitted to
the Cormittee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, the social services |aw and the
fam |y court act, in relation to establishing the maternal -i nfant care
centers pilot program and providing for the repeal of such provisions
upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public health |aw is amended by addi ng a new section
2509-e to read as foll ows:

8 2509-e. Maternal -infant care centers pilot program There shall be
established a maternal-infant care centers pilot program whereby the
conmmi ssioner, in consultation with the comm ssioner of addi cti on

services and supports, shall certify or designate at | east four mater-
nal -infant care centers in areas of need in the state. Such centers
shall provide cost effective, necessary services and enhance the quality
of care for targeted populations in order to denpnstrate the effective-
ness of such program Eligible infants shall be under one vyear of age
and be experiencing withdrawal resulting fromin utero exposure due to
subst ance use disorder. Such infant withdrawal may be the result of
conditions including, but not limted to, neonatal abstinence syndrone
or neonatal opioid withdrawal syndrone. The programshall provide nore
appropriate settings and cost effective care for these infants than
hospitals, while also providing supports and services to parents prepar-
ing to bring their infants hone. Access to such supports shall continue
for a period after the infant has |left a center. The program shal

inplenent evidence-based <clinically appropriate practices shown to
reduce the length of stay when conpared to standard neonatal intensive
care unit care, and support famly unification when appropriate for the
famly receiving services. The evidence-based practices shall include,
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but not be limted to, room ng-in, encouraging breastfeeding, providing
trauma-inforned care to the parent-infant dyad, and evaluating the
social deterninants of health. Neither a diagnosis of neonatal absti-
nence syndronme or neonatal opioid withdrawal syndrone, nor admission to
a maternal -infant care center, shall by itself constitute evidence of
child abuse or maltreatnment, or, by itself, justify a report to the
state central register of child abuse and nmltreatnent.

The departnent shall be responsible for nonitoring the quality, appro-
priateness and effectiveness of the centers and shall report to the
legislature within one year of the establishnent of the maternal -infant
care centers and again within two years of the effective date of this
section on the programis effectiveness.

8§ 2. Section 420 of the social services |law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 3 to read as foll ows:

3. No penalties for failure to report, either crimnal or civil,
shall apply to individuals who are nmndated reporters pursuant to
section four hundred thirteen of this title and who do not report
suspected abuse or naltreatnent based only upon a diagnosis of neonatal
abstinence syndrone or neonatal opioid wthdrawal syndrone, or adni ssion
to a maternal-infant care center established pursuant to section twen-
ty-five hundred nine-e of the public health law, in the absence of any
other grounds to suspect abuse or maltreatnent.

8§ 3. Subparagraph (B) of paragraph (i) of subdivision (f) of section
1012 of the family court act, as amended by chapter 984 of the laws of
1981, is anended to read as foll ows:

(B) in providing the child with proper supervision or guardi anship, by
unreasonably inflicting or allowing to be inflicted harm or a substan-
tial risk thereof, including the infliction of excessive corpora
puni shnent; or by misusing a drug or drugs; or by msusing al coholic
beverages to the extent that [he] such parent or other person legally
responsible loses self-control of [khis] their actions; or by any other
acts of a simlarly serious nature requiring the aid of the court;
provi ded, however, that where the respondent is voluntarily and regul ar-
ly participating in a rehabilitative program including but not limted
to a programoffered at a maternal -infant care center established pursu-
ant to section twenty-five hundred nine-e of the public health |aw
evidence that the respondent has repeatedly m sused a drug or drugs or
al coholic beverages to the extent that [he] such parent or other person
legally responsible |oses self-control of [his] their actions shall not
establish that the child is a neglected child in the absence of evidence
establishing that the child' s physical, nental or enotional condition
has been inpaired or is in inmnent danger of becom ng inpaired as set
forth in paragraph (i) of this subdivision; or

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law, and shall expire and be deenmed repealed 4
years after such date. Effective imediately, the addition, anendnent
and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation
of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




