O©CoO~NOUA~WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

7386

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 14, 2025

Introduced by Sen. MAY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to providing grants for
school yards and pl aygrounds; and maeki ng an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "New York
Li vi ng School yards Act".

8§ 2. The -education lawis anended by adding a new section 3602-g to
read as foll ows:

8 3602-9g. Living schoolyard grant program 1. Definitions. As used in
this section:

(a) "Eligible entity" shall nean a school district, local education
agency, board of cooperative educational services serving secondary
students, and nonprofit organization that has expertise in outdoor
learning spaces or outdoor education working in partnership with a
school district, local education agency. or board of cooperative educa-
tional services serving secondary students.

(b) "lLiving schoolyard” shall nean a park-like outdoor environnent at
an elenentary school or secondary school that strengthens |ocal ecologi-
cal systens, provides hands-on | earning resources, and fosters a wde
range of play and social opportunities while enhancing the health and
wel |l -being of children and adults; and nmay include trees, gardens,
outdoor neeting areas, and other elenents designed by, and for, the
students and the surrounding comunity.

(c) "Qutdoor |earning space" shall nean an outdoor physical space on
school grounds that is:

(i) dedicated to neet or conduct curriculumtied activities;

(ii) a dedicated space for outdoor classroons that has seating and
tables installed for students and teachers to neet regularly: or
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(iii) a place that is used when the need arises to take |earning
out doors.

(d) "Programl’ shall nean the living schoolyard grant program estab-
lished under this section.

2. Living schoolyard grant program The conm ssioner shall establish a
living schoolyard grant program which shall, out of funds appropriated
for such program provide grants on a conpetitive basis to eligible
entities for the purposes of <creating healthier and greener outdoor
|l earning spaces at elenentary and secondary schools. Such grants shal
be in anpbunts between twenty-five thousand dollars and one hundred thou-
sand doll ars.

3. Applications. The conm ssioner shall accept applications from
eligible entities which shall include:

(a) An identification of each elenentary school and secondary schoo
that will receive funding provided under this section.

b) The tinefrane needed to prepare outdoor learnin spaces and the
tinmeframe to begin using outdoor |earning spaces.

(c) The percentage of students in the identified elenentary schools
and secondary schools who are eligible for a free or reduced price lunch
under the National School Lunch Act, as anended.

(d) The projected nunber of schools that would participate in the
out door | earni ng spaces.

(e) The projected nunber of students and staff that would participate
in the outdoor |earning spaces on a daily basis.

(f) A description of howthe eligible entity will assist students and
staff that may need inclenent weather clothing to participate in the
out door | earni ng spaces.

(g) A description of how the outdoor learning spaces wll assist
students and staff that may need inclenent weather clothing to partic-
i pat e.

(h) A description of howthe eligible entity wll consider access

needs in conpliance with the Anericans with Disabilities Act of 1990.

(i) Any other information deened necessary by the conm ssioner.

4. Use of grant funds. (a) An eligible entity that receives a grant
under this section shall use the grant funds to plan., design, and
construct outdoor learning spaces. Such outdoor |earning spaces shal
include at |east one of the foll ow ng:

(i) An outline for, that includes the scope of, the mnmaster plan
described in paragraph (b) of this subdivision.

(ii) A plan for educator professional developnent in order to support
educators in utilizing the living school yard.

(iii) ldentification of state |earning standards that nmay be addressed
through student involvenent in the living school yard.

(iv) Aplan for howthe eligible entity will provide for nmintenance
and operation of the living schoolyard after the grant period ends.

(b) (i) An eligible entity that receives a grant under this section
shall use the grant funds to develop a master plan, including design and
construction docunents, to turn sonme or all of the outdoor spaces of the
public elenentary schools and secondary schools served by the eligible
entity into living schoolyards. Such master plan shall

(A) be developed with community input, including students, famlies,
educators, and school staff;

(B) be developed with the goal of |longevity and resilience of living
school yards after the grant period has expired; and
(C) include:

(1) ecological, climte, and biodiversity goals:;
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I1) education and health goals;

(111) accessibility standards;

(I1V) the nunber of students to be served at each school served under
the grant, the total size of each such school property in acres, and the
size of the proposed living schoolyard at each site in acres;

(V) a school grounds concept plan drawing of the [living schoolyard
desi gn proposed for each school served under the grant;

(VM) an identification of comunity partners, including nonprofit
organi zations or design professionals, that have expertise in outdoor
| earni ng spaces or outdoor education, if applicable; and

(VMII) a longevity plan for howthe eligible entity proposes to main-
tain the living schoolyards over tine.

(ii) The master plan devel oped under subparagraph (i) of this para-
graph may include the followi ng living schoolyard conponents:

(A Gowing food, planting pollinator plants, and creating habitat for
wildlife.

(B) Conserving water, nmanaging stormmater and observing things in
nat ure.

(C) Supporting hands-on learning for prekindergarten through grade
twelve activities and prograns across subject areas and grade |evels,

such as conducting experinents regarding soil, wind, water, and other
el enment s.

(D) Using the arts to prepare skits, plays, nmurals. draw ngs., and
scul ptures that celebrate nature, including its animals, pl ant s,

patterns, and behaviors.
(E) Planting native shade trees, which

(1) directly protect students fromthe effects of extrene heat due to
climte change; and

(I1) cast shade on adjacent classroomw ndows in the school building
to help reduce tenperatures indoors and save cooling costs during the
war nest parts of the school year

(F) Natural playgrounds, which include natural and nature-based
elenents like rock gardens, sand boxes, stunp logs, streans, |iving
plants, and others that are integrated with the outdoor |andscape and
vegetation, and which

(1) will produce less heat than traditional playgrounds and equi pnent:

(I1) are nore inclusive and accessible for children of all abilities;

(111) allow children to | earn about nature; and

(V) are nore cost-efficient than traditional playgrounds.

(c) An eligible entity that receives a grant under this section shal
use the grant funds to inplenent sone or all of the master plan devel-
oped in accordance wth this section by turning sone or all of the
out door spaces of the public elenentary schools and secondary schools
served by the eligible entity into living school yards.

(d) An eligible entity that receives a grant under this section shal
not use nore than twenty percent of the grant funds:

(i) for professional devel opnent for school |eadership, educators, and

par aprof essionals related to outdoor teaching and bringing students

outside for |earning; and
(ii) to support an educator or other school staff nenber to maintain

the living schoolyvards of the elenentary schools and secondary schools
served by the eligible entity and provide professional devel opnent
described in in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph.

(e) An eligible entity that receives a grant under this section shal
not use nore than sixty percent of the grant funds for the costs associ -
ated with the installation of play and recreation anenities. In the
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installation of play and recreation anenities, an eligible entity shal
place an enphasis on anenities nade of non-petrol eumbased, natura
nat eri al s.

5. Matching funds. (a) An eligible entity that receives a grant under
this section shall provide matching funds in an anpunt equal to twenty
percent of the grant award.

(b) The conmi ssioner nmy waive the nmatching requirenent under para-
graph (a) of this subdivision for an eligible entity that receives a
grant under this section and serves students not less than forty percent
of whom are eligible for a free or reduced price lunch under the
Nati onal School lLunch Act. Such calculation, in the case of high schools
served by the eligible entity, may be conpleted using conparable data
fromthe schools that feed into the high schools.

6. dearinghouse. The comm ssioner shall maintain a clearinghouse of
information that:

a rovi des exanples of outdoor |earning spaces, including successful
nodel s bei ng used;

(b) includes input fromnonprofit organizations, professionals, and
other conmmunity nenbers with expertise in outdoor |earning spaces and
envi ronnment al education; and

(c) provides links and information about state and local entities with
expertise in outdoor |earning spaces and environnental education.

7. The programshall only issue grants between July first, two thou-
sand twenty-seven and June thirtieth, two thousand thirty-one.

8 3. The sumof one hundred fifty mllion dollars ($150,000,000), or
so much thereof as may be necessary, s hereby appropriated to the
departnent of education from any noneys in the state treasury in the
general fund to the credit of the state purposes account not otherwi se
appropriated for the purposes of carrying out the provisions of this
act. Such sumshall be payable on the audit and warrant of the state
conptroller on vouchers certified or approved by the comr ssioner of
heal th, or such conm ssioner's duly designated representative in the
manner provi ded by | aw.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.




