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AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to authorizing
certain persons to use an ATV to enter and exit certain lands for ice
fishing

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2403 of the vehicle and traffic law is anmended by
addi ng a new subdivision 2-a to read as foll ows:

2-a. Public lands pernmitting ice fishing. (a) During tinmes when ice
conditions are reasonably safe for the operation of ATVs, as determ ned
by guidelines provided by the departnent of environnental conservation
and only on | ands where snownpbile use is pernmtted by the departnent of
environnental conservation, including wildlife nmanagenent areas, state
forests, forest preserves, and state parks, a person may operate an ATV
to enter and exit such |ands when such person is sixty-five years of age
or older or such person is severely disabled. Such persons may utilize
an ATV as the operator or passenger and shall restrict such usage to
traveling to and fromice fishing |ocations.

(b) For the purposes of this subdivision, "severely disabled" shal
nean any person having any one or nore of the followng inpairnents,
disabilities or conditions which are pernmanent in nature and have been
certified by a physician:

(i) limted or no use of one or both lower linbs;

(ii) neuro-nuscul ar dysfunction which severely limts npobility;

(iii) a physical or nental inpairnment or condition other than those
specified in subparagraphs (i) and (ii) of this paragraph, but which is
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of such nature as to inpose unusual hardship in accessing ice fishing

locations and such inpairnment or condition is certified by a physician,
physi ci an assistant or nurse practitioner, to the extent authorized by
law and consistent with subdivision three of section six thousand nine
hundred two of the education law, duly licensed to practice in this
state, or a podiatrist duly licensed to practice podiatry in this state
or an optonetrist duly licensed to practice optonetry in this state, as
constituting an equal degree of disability (specifying the particul ar
condition) so as to prevent such person from getting around without
great difficulty in accordance with subdivision two of this section;

(iv) blindness.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




