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STATE OF NEW YORK

7003

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 28, 2025

I ntroduced by Sen. SEPULVEDA -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Investigati ons and Govern-
ment Qperations

AN ACT to anend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to
aut horizing the liquor authority to issue licenses to new premnises for
the sale of liquor where such premises is within two hundred feet of a
pl ace of worship, or where three or nore such prem ses already exist
in counties of a certain population

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs (a), (b) and (f) of subdivision 7 of section 64
of the al coholic beverage control |aw, paragraphs (a) and (b) as anended
by chapter 463 of the |laws of 2009 and paragraph (f) as anended by chap-
ter 185 of the laws of 2012, are amended to read as foll ows:

(a) on the sane street or avenue and within two hundred feet of a
bui I di ng occupi ed exclusively as a school, church, synagogue or other
place of worship. provided, however, that the authority nmay issue a
retail license for on-prenmi ses consunption for a prenmises that is within
two hundred feet of a building occupied exclusively as a school, church
synagogue or other place of worship if the owner or admnistrator of
such school, church, synagogue or other place of worship affirmtively
states support for the issuance of such a license; or

(b) in a e wWa—or—vi-ag ' on—o " /.t houcand
e—mp+e] county having a popul ation mllion six hundred
thousand and one mllion seven hundred thousand as of the two thousand
twenty census as conducted by the United States departnent of conmerce
within five hundred feet of three or nore existing prem ses |icensed and
operating pursuant to this section and sections sixty-four-a, sixty-
four-b, sixty-four-c, and/or sixty-four-d of this article;

(f) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (b) of this subdivi-
sion, in a county having a population between one nmllion six hundred
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thousand and one nillion seven hundred thousand as of the two thousand
twenty census as conducted by the United States departnent of commerce,
the authority may issue a |license pursuant to this section for a prem
ises which shall be within five hundred feet of three or nore existing
prem ses |icensed and operating pursuant to this section and sections
sixty-four-a, sixty-four-b, sixty-four-c, and/or sixty-four-d of this
article if, after consultation with the nmunicipality or community board,
it determ nes that granting such license would be in the public inter-
est. Before it nay issue any such license, the authority shall conduct a
hearing, upon notice to the applicant and the municipality or conmunity
board, and shall state and file in its office its reasons therefor. The
hearing may be reschedul ed, adjourned or continued, and the authority
shall give notice to the applicant and the nunicipality or comunity
board of any such reschedul ed, adjourned or continued hearing. Before
the authority issues any said license, the authority or one or nore of
the comm ssioners thereof may, in addition to the hearing required by
this paragraph, also conduct a public neeting regarding said |icense,
upon notice to the applicant and the municipality or conmunity board.
The public neeting nmay be reschedul ed, adjourned or continued, and the
authority shall give notice to the applicant and the nunicipality or
community board of any such reschedul ed, adjourned or continued public
meeting. Notice to the nmunicipality or community board shall nean writ-
ten notice nailed by the authority to such nunicipality or conmmunity
board at least fifteen days in advance of any hearing schedul ed pursuant
to this paragraph. Upon the request of the authority, any nunicipality
or comunity board may waive the fifteen day notice requirenment. No
prem ses having been granted a license pursuant to this section shall be
deni ed a renewal of such |icense upon the grounds that such premi ses are
within five hundred feet of a building or buildings wherein three or
nmore prem ses are |icensed and operating pursuant to this section and
sections sixty-four-a, sixty-four-b, sixty-four-c, and/or sixty-four-d
of this article.

8 2. Subparagraphs (i) and (ii) of paragraph (a) and paragraph (d) of
subdivision 7 of section 64-a of the alcoholic beverage control |aw,
subparagraphs (i) and (ii) of paragraph (a) as anended by chapter 463 of
the laws of 2009 and paragraph (d) as anmended by chapter 185 of the | aws
of 2012, are anmended to read as foll ows:

(i) on the sanme street or avenue and within two hundred feet of a
buil ding occupied exclusively as a school, church, synagogue or other
pl ace of worship; provided, however, that the authority may issue a
retail license for on-prem ses consunption for a prem ses that is within
two hundred feet of a building occupied exclusively as a school, church
synagogue or other place of worship if the owner or admnistrator of
such school, church, synagogue or other place of worship affirmatively
states support for the issuance of such a license; or

(ii) in a [es i j i

] county having a popul ation between one million six hundred
thousand and one nillion seven hundred thousand as of the two thousand
twenty census as conducted by the United States departnent of conmerce
within five hundred feet of three or nore existing prem ses |icensed and
operating pursuant to this section and sections sixty-four,
sixty-four-b, sixty-four-c, and/or sixty-four-d of this article;

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraph (ii) of paragraph
(a) of this subdivision, in a county having a population between one
mllion six hundred thousand and one nillion seven hundred thousand as
of the two thousand twenty census as conducted by the United States
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departnent of comrerce, the authority may issue a |license pursuant to
this section for a prenises which shall be within five hundred feet of
three or nore existing prem ses |icensed and operating pursuant to this
section and sections sixty-four, sixty-four-b, sixty-four-c, and/or
sixty-four-d of this article if, after consultation wth the nmunici-
pality or community board, it determnes that granting such |icense
would be in the public interest. Before it may issue any such |icense,
the authority shall conduct a hearing, upon notice to the applicant and
the municipality or community board, and shall state and file in its
office its reasons therefor. Notice to the nmunicipality or comunity
board shall nmean witten notice nailed by the authority to such munici-
pality or community board at | east fifteen days in advance of any hear-
i ng schedul ed pursuant to this paragraph. Upon the request of the
authority, any nunicipality or comunity board may waive the fifteen day
notice requirenment. The hearing nay be reschedul ed, adjourned or contin-
ued, and the authority shall give notice to the applicant and the muni -
cipality or cormunity board of any such rescheduled, adjourned or
continued hearing. Before the authority issues any said |license, the
authority or one or nore of the conm ssioners thereof may, in addition
to the hearing required by this paragraph, also conduct a public neeting
regarding said license, upon notice to the applicant and the munici-
pality or community board. The public neeting may be reschedul ed,
adjourned or continued, and the authority shall give notice to the
applicant and the nmunicipality or community board of any such resched-
ul ed, adjourned or continued public neeting. No premni ses having been
granted a license pursuant to this section shall be denied a renewal of
such license upon the grounds that such prem ses are within five hundred
feet of a building or buildings wherein three or nore prem ses are
Iicensed and operating pursuant to this section and sections sixty-four,
sixty-four-b, sixty-four-c, and/or sixty-four-d of this article.

8 3. Subparagraphs (i) and (ii) of paragraph (a) and paragraph (c) of
subdivision 5 of section 64-b of the alcoholic beverage control |aw,
subparagraphs (i) and (ii) of paragraph (a) as anended by chapter 463 of
the laws of 2009 and paragraph (c) as anended by chapter 185 of the | aws
of 2012, are anended to read as follows:

(i) on the sanme street or avenue and within two hundred feet of a
buil ding occupied exclusively as a school, church, synagogue or other
pl ace of worship; provided, however, that the authority may issue a
retail license for on-prem ses consunption for a prem ses that is within
two hundred feet of a building occupied exclusively as a school, church
synagogue or other place of worship if the owner or admnistrator of
such school, church, synagogue or other place of worship affirmatively
states support for the issuance of such a license; or

(i1) in a [es
sahd—er—rpre] county having a popul ation between one nmillion six hundred
t housand and one million seven hundred thousand as of the two thousand

twenty census as conducted by the United States departnent of conmerce
within five hundred feet of three or nore existing prem ses |licensed and
operating pursuant to this section and sections si xty-four,
sixty-four-a, sixty-four-c, and/or sixty-four-d of this article;

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraph (ii) of paragraph
(a) of this subdivision, in a county having a population between one
mllion six hundred thousand and one mllion seven hundred thousand as
of the two thousand twenty census as conducted by the United States
departnent of commerce, the authority may issue a |license pursuant to
this section for a prem ses which shall be within five hundred feet of
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three or nore existing prenises |licensed and operating pursuant to this
section and sections sixty-four, sixty-four-a, sixty-four-c, and/or
sixty-four-d of this article if, after consultation with the munici-
pality or community board, it deternmines that granting such |icense
woul d be in the public interest. Before it may issue any such |icense,
the authority shall conduct a hearing, upon notice to the applicant and
the municipality or community board, and shall state and file in its
office its reasons therefor. The hearing may be reschedul ed, adjourned
or continued, and the authority shall give notice to the applicant and
the nunicipality or conmunity board of any such reschedul ed, adjourned
or continued hearing. Before the authority issues any said |icense, the
authority or one or nore of the conm ssioners thereof may, in addition
to the hearing required by this paragraph, also conduct a public neeting
regarding said license, upon notice to the applicant and the nmunici-
pality or community board. The public neeting nay be reschedul ed,
adj ourned or continued, and the authority shall give notice to the
applicant and the nmunicipality or conmunity board of any such resched-
ul ed, adjourned or continued public nmeeting. Notice to the nunicipality
or conmunity board shall mean witten notice mailed by the authority to
such municipality or community board at |least fifteen days in advance of
any hearing schedul ed pursuant to this paragraph. Upon the request of
the authority, any nunicipality or comunity board may waive the fifteen
day notice requirenment. No prem ses having been granted a |icense pursu-
ant to this section shall be denied a renewal of such |icense upon the
grounds that such premses are within five hundred feet of a building or
buil di ngs wherein three or nore premses are licensed and operating
pursuant to this section and sections sixty-four, sixty-four-a, sixty-
four-c, and/or sixty-four-d of this article.

8 4. Subparagraphs (i) and (ii) of paragraph (a) and paragraph (c) of
subdivision 11 of section 64-c of the al coholic beverage control |aw,
subparagraphs (i) and (ii) of paragraph (a) as anended by chapter 463 of
the laws of 2009 and paragraph (c) as anended by chapter 185 of the | aws
of 2012, are anended to read as foll ows:

(i) on the sane street or avenue and within tw hundred feet of a
buil ding occupied exclusively as a school, church, synagogue or other
pl ace of worship; provided, however, that the authority may issue a
retail license for on-prem ses consunption for a prem ses that is within
two hundred feet of a building occupied exclusively as a school, church
synagogue or other place of worship if the owner or admnistrator of
such school, church, synagogue or other place of worship affirmatively
states support for the issuance of such a license; or

(i) in a [ety—ewr—or—v-Haogehaving—o—posulabon—et—turenty—theou—
sahd—e+—rpre] county having a popul ation between one million six hundred
thousand and one nillion seven hundred thousand as of the two thousand
twenty census as conducted by the United States departnent of commerce
within five hundred feet of three or nore existing prenises |licensed and
operating pursuant to the provisions of this section or sections sixty-
four, sixty-four-a, sixty-four-b and/or sixty-four-d of this article; or

(c) Notw thstanding the provisions of subparagraph (ii) of paragraph
(a) of this subdivision, in a county having a population between one
mllion six hundred thousand and one mllion seven hundred thousand as
of the two thousand twenty census as conducted by the United States
departnment of commerce, the authority may issue a |license pursuant to
this section for a prenises which shall be within five hundred feet of
three or nore existing premises |icensed and operating pursuant to this
section and sections sixty-four, sixty-four-a, sixty-four-b and/or
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sixty-four-d of this article if, after consultation with the nunici -
pality or community board, it determines that granting such |[icense
would be in the public interest. Before it nmay issue any such |icense,
the authority shall conduct a hearing, upon notice to the applicant and
the municipality or community board, and shall state and file in its
office its reasons therefor. The hearing nay be reschedul ed, adjourned
or continued, and the authority shall give notice to the applicant and
the nmunicipality or conmunity board of any such reschedul ed, adjourned
or continued hearing. Before the authority issues any said |icense, the
authority or one or nore of the conm ssioners thereof may, in addition
to the hearing required by this paragraph, also conduct a public nmeeting
regarding said license, upon notice to the applicant and the nmunici-
pality or community board. The public neeting nay be reschedul ed,
adj ourned or continued, and the authority shall give notice to the
applicant and the nunicipality or comunity board of any such resched-
ul ed, adjourned or continued public nmeeting. Notice to the nunicipality
or conmunity board shall nmean witten notice mailed by the authority to
such municipality or cormmunity board at |least fifteen days in advance of
any hearing schedul ed pursuant to this paragraph. Upon the request of
the authority, any nunicipality or comunity board may waive the fifteen
day notice requirenment. No premni ses having been granted a |icense pursu-
ant to this section shall be denied a renewal of such |license upon the
grounds that such premises are within five hundred feet of a building or
bui l di ngs wherein three or nore premses are operating and |icensed
pursuant to this section or sections sixty-four, sixty-four-a, sixty-
four-b and/or sixty-four-d of this article.

8 5. Paragraphs (a), (b) and (e) of subdivision 8 of section 64-d of
the al coholic beverage control |aw, paragraphs (a) and (b) as anended by
chapter 463 of the |aws of 2009 and paragraph (e) as anended by chapter
185 of the laws of 2012, are anended to read as foll ows:

(a) on the sane street or avenue and within two hundred feet of a
buil ding occupied exclusively as a school, church, synagogue or other
pl ace of worship; _provided, however, that the authority nmay issue a
retail license for on-prem ses consunption for a premises that is within
two hundred feet of a building occupied exclusively as a school, church
synagogue or other place of worship if the owner or admnistrator of
such school, church, synagogue or other place of worship affirmatively
states support for the issuance of such a license; or

(b) in a [e&eHy—toewr——-o Hag o s ; ousahd
e—npre] count having a population between one million six hundred
thousand and one nillion seven hundred thousand as of the two thousand
twenty census as conducted by the United States departnent of conmerce
within five hundred feet of an existing premi ses |licensed and operating
pursuant to the provisions of this section, or within five hundred feet
of three or nore existing prenises licensed and operating pursuant to
this section and sections sixty-four, sixty-four-a, sixty-four-b, and/or
sixty-four-c of this article.

(e) notwthstanding the provisions of paragraph (b) of this subdivi-
sion, in a county having a population between one mllion six hundred
thousand and one mllion seven hundred thousand as of the two thousand
twenty census as conducted by the United States departnent of commerce
the authority may issue a license pursuant to this section for a prem
i ses which shall be within five hundred feet of an existing prenises
licensed and operating pursuant to the provisions of this section or
within five hundred feet of three or nore existing prem ses |icensed and
operating pursuant to this section and sections sixty-four,
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sixty-four-a, sixty-four-b, and/or sixty-four-c of this article if,
after consultation with the nmunicipality or conmunity board, it deter-
mnes that granting such license would be in the public interest.
Before it may issue any such license, the authority shall conduct a
hearing, upon notice to the applicant and the nunicipality or conmunity
board, and shall state and file in its office its reasons therefor. The
hearing may be reschedul ed, adjourned or continued, and the authority
shall give notice to the applicant and the municipality or community
board of any such reschedul ed, adjourned or continued hearing. Before
the authority issues any said license, the authority or one or nore of
the comm ssioners thereof may, in addition to the hearing required by
this paragraph, also conduct a public neeting regarding said |icense,
upon notice to the applicant and the nunicipality or comunity board.
The public neeting may be reschedul ed, adjourned or continued, and the
authority shall give notice to the applicant and the nunicipality or
community board of any such reschedul ed, adjourned or continued public
meeting. Notice to the municipality or cormunity board shall nean wit-
ten notice muiled by the authority to such nunicipality or comunity
board at least fifteen days in advance of any hearing schedul ed pursuant
to this paragraph. Upon the request of the authority, any nmunicipality
or conmunity board nmay waive the fifteen day notice requirenent. No
prem ses havi ng been granted a license pursuant to this section shall be
deni ed a renewal of such |icense upon the grounds that such prem ses are
within five hundred feet of an existing prem ses |icensed and operating
pursuant to the provisions of this section or within five hundred feet
of a building or buildings wherein three or nore premses are |icensed
and operating pursuant to this section and sections sixty-four, sixty-
four-a, sixty-four-b, and/or sixty-four-c of this article.
8 6. This act shall take effect immediately.



