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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 28, 2025

Introduced by Sen. C RYAN -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Energy and Tel ecomuni-
cations

AN ACT to anend the public service |aw and the general municipal law, in
relation to enforcenment of pole attachnent safety and quality

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public service |law is anended by adding a new section
119-e to read as foll ows:

8 119-e. Uility pole and attachnent identification. 1. (a) In
connection to a new pole attachnent, or during the nodification, repair
or inspection of a pole or pole attachnent, all utility pole owners and
attachers shall be required to submt infornmation that allows inspectors
to ensure physical identification of their equipnent on a utility pole.
Such information shall include the (i) telecomrunication or cable conpa-
ny that owns the equipnent, (ii) contractor or subcontractor responsible
for conpleting the pole attachnent work, and (iii) date of work. Such
information shall also be submtted electronically to the conmi ssion and
kept in an el ectronic database pursuant to paragraph (b) of this subdi-
Vi si on.

(b) The commission shall keep a record of all pole attachnment work
including which attachers have equi pnent on which poles and the contrac-
tor, tel ecomunications or cable conpany who conpleted the work.

(c) The commi ssion shall pronulgate rules and regulations to provide a
uniformformat or formfor conplying with paragraphs (a) and (b) of this
subdi vi si on.

2. (a) The comm ssion shall create an electronic conplaint form post-
ed to the conmi ssion's website, to allow nenbers of the public and tele-
conmuni cations workers to report (i) tel econmunications equipnent noved
in violation of applicable laws and requl ations including but not limt-
ed to subdivision five of section one hundred nineteen-a of this arti-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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cle ii) an attachnment that does not neet industry standards includin

but not |limted to the National FElectrical Safety Code (NESC) and
Telcordia Standards, (iii) an unsafe attachnent, telecomunications or
electrical equipnent, or a pole that presents a safety hazard. and (iv)
anything else the conm ssion deens necessary to protect workers and the
public and ensure safe pole attachnment work.

(b) The conplaint form shall include, at mninum (i) the date and
tine of the conplaint, (ii) the location of the violation, (iii) a
description of the violation, and (iv) information on the pole owner,
attacher or contractor, if available. Such form shall allow for the
submi ssion _of phot ographs.

3. The commission shall be required to inspect a reported conpl aint
within two weeks of the subm ssion of such conplaint.

4. (a) Were the conmission finds a violation outlined in subdivision
two of this section, any public utility conpany. corporation or person
and the officers, attachers, agents and enployees shall be subject to
penalties set forth in subdivision tw of section twenty-five of this
chapter and as further set forth in this subdivision. The comr ssion
shall notify the responsible teleconmunications or cable conpany and
their contractor of its findings in witing.

(i) Upon a first violation, the responsible party may be subject to a
twenty thousand dollar fine.

(ii) Upon a second violation, the responsible party nmay be subject to
a fifty thousand dollar fine.

(iii) Upon a third violation, the responsible party nmay be subject to
a stop work order in the county where any of the violations were nade.

(b) The conmission shall issue a fine of no less than twenty thousand
dollars for violations of the provisions of subdivision five of section
one hundred nineteen-a of this article.

5. The conmmi ssion shall conpile a semiannual list of attachers., inter-
net service providers and their contractors that have received three or
nore conplaints. The comm ssion shall distribute such list to relevant
agencies including but not limted to the division of broadband access,
as established in section sixteen-gg of the urban developnent corpo-
ration act. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a contractor,
tel ecommuni cations or cable conpany that appears on the list shall be
deened ineligible for any direct or indirect state grants, state guaran-
teed loans or tax benefits for three years after the date such list is
published.

§ 2. The general municipal lawis anended by adding a new section
109-e to read as foll ows:

8 109-e. Additional requirenents for right-of-way permts. As a
requirenment of obtaining a public right-of-way pernmit, all applicants
shall disclose to the local pernmitting authority of a municipality prior
to the issuance of such permt the identity of each contractor., subcon-
tractor, or agent that will performwork authorized by the permt in the
right-of-way, whether a sole proprietor, independent contractor, conpa-
ny, or other entity. If there are any changes to the entities that wll
performpernmtted work in the right-of-way after subnission, the appli-
cant shall update the nunicipality with the new information within twen-
ty-four hours.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




