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STATE OF NEW YORK

6981

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 27, 2025

Introduced by Sen. WEBB -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to state aid for hone
health care to neet comunity need

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature finds and decl ares
this necessity to act to further support the state's hone health care
policy and goals as set forth in public health |aw section thirty-six
hundred, current public health |aw sections thirty-six hundred seven and
thirty-six hundred fifteen providing a nmechani smfor annual state aid to
certified home health agenci es and supplenental to the rate structure,
to nmeet state and regional home health conmmunity services need.

The legislature finds that the changes in the state's agi ng denograph-
ics, the rising public and medi cal care system demand for in-hone care,
the increasingly conplex medical conditions dependent wupon such care,
and the associated delivery costs of such services, necessitates the
updating and comensurate funding of the section thirty-six hundred
fifteen state aid nmechanismto ensure its intended purpose. Accordingly,
the | egislature seeks the amendnents provided for in this act to address
honme health community need, wth targeted assistance to underserved
areas and popul ati ons, home health nursing and related staffing, and
requisite technol ogy-supports for service capability, access, and effi-
ci ency.

8§ 2. Section 3615 of the public health | aw, as amended by chapter 884
of the Ilaws of 1990, subdivision 10 as anended by section 30 of part A
of chapter 58 of the laws of 2010, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 3615. State aid to certified hone health agencies. 1. State aid
shall be provided to certified home health agencies to assist in devel-
opi ng and ensuring their capacity to meet community need. Funds for such

aid shall be nade avail abl e each year in [apr—arpurt—egual—totwenty-—five
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seventy mllion dollars (state and federal shares) or in amunts as are
appropriated and made available therefor, and distributed to agencies in
the formof increased nedical assistance rates and/or direct paynents
grants to such agencies, as best naxinzes an agency's ability to
receive and utilize funds for the purposes under this section., and as
nmaxi n zes, where applicable, federal nedical assistance participation.

2. [F9F——Lhe——pa#pese——{and+ng—g#an§s—pH#sHan}—L@—seg%+ens—%h+#%y—s¥*

conmmi ssi oner shaII annuallv aIIocate funds for the pur poses of support -

ing and/or expanding access to certified hone health care agency
services, including but not limted to:

a. as provided for in paragraphs a, b, ¢, d, e, and f of subdivision
one of section thirty-six hundred seven of this article;

b. for services for high-cost or high-need populations, populations in
renote or underserved regions, diverse and underserved popul ations, or
popul ations with special care needs;

c. for developnent of recruitnment, specialized training, and retention
initiatives for hone health nurses, therapists, social workers and aide
personnel, including but not limted to clinical preceptorship support,
tuition assi st ance, transportation assistance, childcare support,

enpl oyee assi stance programs such as peer nentoring progranms, nental

health counseling, and worker safety; and
d. the acquisition and inplenentation of technology to support the

delivery and/or efficiency of services.

3. Such annual funds all ocated [to—each—-health—systenrs—agenrcyr—reg-on]
shall be made avail abl e [ fe+—grants] pursuant to subdivision one of this
section to applicants wthin each [sueh] region [which—are—determined

eL+g+bLe—and—app#e¥ed—by—%he—eenn+ss+ene#] of the state pursuant to the
provisions of this section [and—sestions—thirty—six—hunrded—seven—and
iy s hadiead—ndne ol his ot cla

].

4. In order to be considered eligible for receipt of [a—grant] funds
pursuant to this section, a certified home health agency shall submit an
application to the departnment. Such application shall denonstrate, to
the satisfaction of the conmi ssioner, that the agency:

(a) received a certificate of approval pursuant to the provisions of
section thirty-six hundred eight of this article at |east tw years
prior to the date of the application and that such certificate has not
been revoked or annulled subsequent to its receipt and is not linited as
of the time of application;

(b) shaII ut|I|ze [g#an%] such funds [Le—p#e¥+de—hene—sa#e—se#¥+ees—pe

] to sustain or
increase hone health care services for the purposes specified in subdi-
vision two of this section;
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] denobnstrate a service conmitnent to the under-

served or hard to serve areas for which funds would be applied; and
[eX] (d) shall have professional assistance available on a seven day

per week, twenty-four hour per day basis[+

I . I 4 I . - I I i
6] For the purpose of this section [anrd—sesctionrs—thirty—six—hundred
L h e ' od o PN olo b hoaltl

. N . I . b ] ' od
seven—and—thirty-—six—hundred—rninre—-of—this—artiecle-] the comm ssioner
shall approve applications for [g~ants] funds which neet the require-
ments of this section pursuant to which the application is submtted and
rules and regul ations, or guidelines of the departnent, adopted pursuant

Fhereto._[L4F4ﬁxH3;+Fng—§*HA4—appL+4HH4—9nsT—44g}——e9nn+ss+4#uy;——§haL+——44¥@e

8—Gants] 6. Funds apbroved for the purposes of this section [#8y]
shal | be nade_available for distribution each year [}e;—up—%e—afLue—yeap

pe#L9d—9L—unL+L—Lhe—99sLs——i9L7—sueh——sgL¥+ses——p#e¥+ded——by——¥+¢Lue——QL

recoipt—eft—the—grant—are—neludedin—raoteos ol payrent—uwhi-chever—-s
sooner]. Certified hone health agencies which receive [grants] funds
pursuant to this section my reapply for [g~anrts] funds and rmay be
approved if the applicant satisfies the requirenents of subdivision four
of this section and rules and regulations, or guidelines of the depart-
nent, adopted pursuant to this section.

[8-] 7. In the event that a public certified hone health agency is

approved for [a—grant] funds, pursuant to this section, funds [prewvi-ded
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vhder—the—grant] shall not reduce the anmpbunt of aid otherw se rei nmbursa-
ble to such agency pursuant to article six of this chapter.

[46—-] 8. The comm ssioner is authorized to pronul gate such rules and
regul ati ons, or guidelines of the departnent, as are necessary to carry
out the provisions of this section. Such rules and regulations, or
gui delines of the departnent, may include, but not be linmted to, nini-
mum and maxi mum [ g+~ant] funding levels provided to individual agencies
under this section.

[++-] 9. Recipients of [grants] funds shall submt to the comm ssioner
reports on the use of [garts] funds provided under this section at such
times and in such format as the comm ssioner nmay prescribe.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeeding
the date on which it shall have become a | aw, provi ded however, that the
anendments to section 3615 of the public health | aw made by section two
of this act shall not affect the expiration of such section and shal
expire therewith. Effective inmediately, the addition, amendnent and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted
on or before such effective date.




