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STATE OF NEW YORK

6879

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 25, 2025

Introduced by Sen. RAMOS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation |aw and the |abor law, in
relation to establishing the New York youth clinmate corps

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. 1. The |egislature recognizes that
climte change and environnmental degradation are two of the greatest
chal l enges facing the state and the world today, and that we nust nobi-
lize New York's workforce and youth to create a cl ean energy econony and
strengthen our comunities and ecosystens in the face of climte
i npacts.

2. The legislature finds that service provides a unique opportunity to
mobi | i ze young adults to build clean energy and climate-resilient comu-
nities, economes, and ecosystens. G owing equity-centered, climte-re-
| ated service prograns and addressing critical gaps in service opportu-
nities will broaden access to service, ensuring that young adults of al
backgrounds, especially from overburdened communities and vul nerable
popul ati ons, can serve. Doing so will also ensure that service prograns
address the needs of communities across the state, especially those
communi ties disproportionately inmpacted by environmental and health
bur dens.

3. The Ilegislature further finds that as our state transitions away
froma fossil fuel-based econony, we nmust do so in a way that fosters

i nnovation, investnment, and growth in clean energy technol ogy sectors
and jobs so our businesses, workforce, and communities can thrive. As
state, federal, local, and tribal governnents inplenent policies to
mtigate the destructive forces of climte change, there will be conse-
guences for New York's businesses, workers, and comunities. Acconplish-
ing an equitable transition will require identification of future indus-
try occupations and skill needs, the existing workforce's transferable
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skills to neet those needs, and the gaps that need to be addressed
through training and education. The state nust provide support in the
transition for workers and communities experiencing declining jobs and
revenues associated with high emssions technologies. The state nust
al so encourage the creation of a pipeline starting in the education
system that |eads today's youth into the clean energy careers of tonor-
r ow.

4. Therefore, to create pathways for young adults to help build a
clean energy, climte-resilient future, the Ilegislature intends to
create the New York youth climte corps. State involvenent in the tran-
sition to aclimate resilient econony and the youth climte corps' role
in the inplenmentation of the Clean Water, Cean Air, and Geen Jobs
Environnental Bond Act of 2022 are critical to ensuring a faster, nore
equitable transition that benefits all

8§ 2. The environnmental conservation law is amended by adding a new
article 59 to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 59
NEW YORK YOUTH CLI MATE CORPS

Section 59-0101. Definitions.
59-0103. Establishnent.
59-0105. Duti es.
59-0107. Advisory board.

8 59-0101. Definitions.

As used in this article, the following terns shall have the foll ow ng
nmeani ngs:

1. "New York youth climate corps" shall nean the office established
under section 59-0103 of this article.

2. "Approved host sites" shall nean not-for-profit corporations,
public agencies, local governnents, educational institutions, |abor
organi zations, Indian tribes, and any other entities approved by the New
York youth climate corps and in conpliance with the corps' m ninum worKk-
pl ace requirenents.

3. "Mninmum workplace requirenents" shall nean the nininumdiversity,
wor kpl ace safety, and wage requirenents set for host sites by the New
York youth climte corps.

8§ 59-0103. Establishnment.

The New York vyouth climate corps is established to support and grow
climate-related service opportunities for young adults with the objec-
tive of building |owcarbon and clinmate-resilient commnities, ecosys-
tens, and economies while providing education, workforce devel opnent,
and career pathways to service nmenbers, with a focus on di sadvant aged
conmunities as defined in section 75-0111 of this chapter. The New York
youth climate corps shall be an office within the New York comr sSion on
national and conmmunity service, a governnental entity created by execu-
tive order one hundred seventy-nine, signed Decenber thirtieth, nineteen
hundred ni nety-three.

8§ 59-0105. Duties.

The New York youth clinmate corps shall have the follow ng duties:

1. Seek funding fromarticle fifty-eight of this chapter to further
the purposes of this article.

2. Connect, anplify, and grow climate-related service opportunities to
nobilize and train young adults to build clean energy and clinate-resi-
lient communities, econonmi es., and ecosystens, with a focus on di sadvan-
taged comunities as defined in section 75-0111 of this chapter.
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3. Develop and adnminister a service-learning programthat provides
training to New York youth climate corps service nenbers during their

tenure of service. The service-learning programnust provide training
and | earning opportunities to develop | eadership skills, foster environ-
nental stewardship and civic engagenent. and expose nenbers to an array
of climate-related professional and educational opportunities. The New
York yvouth climate corps shall coordinate with the following entities in
the design and adm nistration of the service-learning program service
programs; Indian tribes; environnental justice organizations; |abor
organi zations; institutions that provide career and technical education;
and any other organizations as appropriate.

4. Wrk with approved host sites to unlock state and federal funding
provi ded approved host sites conply with the funding requirenents of
those sources and the youth climate corps' nini num workpl ace require-
nents.

a. New York vyouth climte corps admnistrators shall coordinate,
manage, and distribute Ameri Corps grants, funds allocated through arti -
cle fifty-eight of this chapter, and any other sources of state or
federal funding, to approved host sites.

b. New York vouth climate corps adm nistrators shall assist approved
host sites in applying for the enpire state apprenticeship tax credit,
including any prelimnary requirenents, such as reqgistering as appren-
ticeship prograns and drafting apprenticeship agreenents.

c. Approved host sites who engage in the construction trade, as
defined in paragraph three of subdivision (b) of section twenty-five-c
of the labor law, shall not be barred fromapplying for the enpire state
apprenticeship tax credit, notw thstandi ng paragraph one of subdivision
(b) of section twenty-five-c of the | abor |aw

5. New York youth climate corps administrators shall assist approved
host sites in applying for the New York youth jobs program tax credit,
including the preparation of reports required by paragraph one of subdi-
vision (e-1) of section twenty-five-a of the |abor |aw

6. New York youth climate corps adm nistrators shall assist approved
host sites in applying, where applicable, for funding from the depart-
nent and the New York state energy research and devel opnent authority
including but not limted to the climte snart communities grant
program the climte justice fellowship, and the on-the-job training for
energy efficiency program
8 59-0107. Advisory board.

There shall be created wthin the New York youth climte corps an
advi sory board whose nenbers shall serve without pay, neet not |ess than
twi ce each year and whose sole purpose shall be to advise as to the
nmanagenent, of such vyouth climte corps. Such advisory board shal
consist of the following representatives: the executive director of the
New York conmission on national and community service; the director of
prograns of the New York conmi ssion on national and conmmunity service
an_official partaking in the inplenentation of the environmental bond
act fromthe departnent; an official partaking in the inplenentation of
the environnental bond act fromthe departnent of parks, recreation, and
historic preservation; an official partaking in the inplenentation of
the environnental bond act fromthe departnent of housing and comrunity
renewal ; an official fromthe departnent of |abor; and a representative
froma | abor organi zation, to be appointed by the governor.

8§ 3. Subparagraph (B) of paragraph 1 of subdivision (c) of section
25-c of the labor |aw, as anmended by section 1 of subpart B of part N of
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chapter 59 of the |laws of 2017, is anmended and a new subparagraph (O
is added to read as foll ows:

(B) inlieu of the credit specified in subparagraph (A) of this para-
graph, for each qualified apprentice who is considered a disadvantaged
youth for each tax year: (1) five thousand dollars for each first year
apprentice; (2) six thousand dollars for each second year apprentice;
and (3) seven thousand dollars for each third, fourth, or fifth year
apprentice. The apprentice's status as a first, second, third, fourth or
fifth year apprentice will be determ ned on the |ast day of the cal endar
year, or if the apprentice is no |onger enployed by the participating
enployer on the last day of the cal endar year, on the |ast day of the

apprentice's enploynment with the participating enployer. |If a disadvan-
taged yout h begins an apprenticeship before the age of twenty-five, a
certified enployer shall be eligible to continue to receive the tax
credit for such youth under this subparagraph wuntil that apprentice
conpl etes the apprenticeship[-]._or

(€ in lieu of the credits specified in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of

this paragraph, for youth clinmate corps enployers: (1) five thousand
dollars for each first year apprentice; (2) six thousand dollars for
each second year apprentice; and (3) seven thousand dollars for each
third, fourth, or fifth year apprentice. The apprentice's status as a
first, second, third, fourth or fifth year apprentice will be determ ned
on the last day of the calendar year, or if the apprentice is no |onger
enployed by the participating enployer on the |last day of the cal endar
year, on the |last day of the apprentice's enploynent with the partic-
ipating enployer.

8 4. Paragraph a of subdivision 2 of section 58-0303 of the environ-
mental conservation | aw, as added by section 1 of part UU of chapter 59
of the laws of 2021, is amended to read as foll ows:

a. The conm ssioner and the comm ssioner of the division of housing
and community renewal or any other departnent or state agency that has
received funds suballocated pursuant to this section nmay enter into
agreements with municipalities, [ard] not-for-profit cor porations,
public agencies, local governnents, educational institutions, |abor
organi zations, and Indian tribes for the purpose of inplenenting a
program pursuant to this section.

8 5. Subdivision 3 of section 58-0303 of the environnmental conserva-
tion | aw, as added by section 1 of part UU of chapter 59 of the laws of
2021, is anmended to read as foll ows:

3. The departnent, the office of parks, recreation, and historic pres-
ervation [and]., the departnment of state and the New York conmm ssion on
nati onal and community service are authorized to provide state assist-
ance payments or grants to nunicipalities [ard]. not-for-profit corpo-
rations, public agencies, local governnents, educational institutions,
| abor organizations, and Indian tribes, and undertake projects pursuant
to paragraph a of subdivision one of this section.

8§ 6. Subdivision 4 of section 58-0303 of the environnental conserva-
tion law, as added by section 1 of part UU of chapter 59 of the |aws of
2021, is anmended to read as foll ows:

4. The department [anrd]., the office of parks, recreation, and historic
preservation, and the New York commssion on national and conmunity
service are authorized to provide state assistance paynments or grants to
muni ci palities [and]., not-for-profit corporations, public agencies,
| ocal governnents, educational institutions, |abor organizations, and
Indian tribes, and undertake projects pursuant to paragraph b of subdi-
vi sion one of this section. Cul vert and bridge projects shall be in
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conpliance wth the departnent's stream crossing guidelines and best
managenent practices, and engineered for structural integrity and appro-
priate hydraulic capacity including, where available, projects flows
based on flood nodeling that incorporates climate change projections and
shall not include routine construction or naintenance undertaken by the
state or municipalities.

8§ 7. Subdivision 5 of section 58-0303 of the environnental conserva-
tion law, as added by section 1 of part UU of chapter 59 of the |aws of
2021, is anmended to read as foll ows:

5. The departnent [and], the office of parks, recreation, and historic
preservation, and the New York conmmission on national and commnity
service are authorized to provide state assistance paynments or grants to
munici palities [and]., not-for-profit corporations, public agencies,
| ocal governnents, educational institutions, |abor organizations, and
Indian tribes, and undertake projects pursuant to paragraph c of subdi-
vision one of this section.

§ 8. Subdivision 2 of section 58-0503 of the environnental conserva-
tion law, as added by section 1 of part UU of chapter 59 of the |aws of
2021, is amended to read as foll ows:

2. The departnent or the office of parks, recreation and historic
preservation are authorized to undertake open space |and conservation
projects, in cooperation with willing sellers pursuant to subdivision
one of this section and may enter into an agreenent for purchase of rea
property or conservation easenents on real property by a nmunicipality
[e+~]. a not-for-profit corporation, public agency, local governnent,
educational institution, |abor organizations, or Indian tribe. Any such
agreenment shall contain such provisions as shall be necessary to ensure
that the purchase is consistent with, and in furtherance of, this title
and shall be subject to the approval of the conmptroller and, as to form
the attorney general. In undertaking such projects, such conm ssioners
shal|l consider the state land acquisition plan prepared pursuant to
section 49-0207 of this chapter. Further, the department or the office
of parks, recreation and historic preservation are authorized to provide
state assistance paynents to nunicipalities and the New York conm ssion
on national and comunity service for eligible projects consistent with
paragraphs a and c¢ of subdivision one of this section.

8 9. Subdivision 4 of section 58-0503 of the environnental conserva-
tion law, as added by section 1 of part UU of chapter 59 of the |laws of
2021, is anmended to read as foll ows:

4. The departnment and the departnent of agriculture and markets are
authorized to provide, pursuant to paragraph b of subdivision one of
this section, farmland preservation inplenmentation grants to county
agricultural and farm and protection boards pursuant to article [twen—
ty—five-aaal twenty-five-AAA of the agriculture and markets law, or to
muni ci palities, soil and water conservation districts [e+], not-for-pro-
fit corporations or the New York conm ssion on national and comunity
service for inplenentation of projects.

§ 10. Subdivision 7 of section 58-0503 of the environnental conserva-
tion law, as added by section 1 of part UU of chapter 59 of the |aws of
2021, is amended to read as foll ows:

7. The conmmissioner and a not-for-profit corporation or the New York
conmi ssion on national and comunity service nmay enter into a contract
for the undertaking by the not-for-profit corporation of an open space
| and acquisition project.
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§ 11. Subdivision 2 of section 58-0703 of the environmental conserva-
tion | aw, as added by section 1 of part UU of chapter 59 of the laws of
2021, is anmended to read as foll ows:

2. The departnent, the departnment of agriculture and markets, the
of fice of parks, recreation and historic preservation, the New York
state energy research and developnment authority [anrd], the office of
general services, and the New York conmm ssion on national and community
service are authorized to provide state assistance paynments or grants to
muni ci palities [anrd], not-for-profit corporations, public agencies,
| ocal governnents, educational institutions, |abor organizations, and
Indian tribes, or undertake projects pursuant to this section.

8§ 12. Subdivision 2 of section 58-0903 of the environmental conserva-
tion | aw, as added by section 1 of part UU of chapter 59 of the laws of
2021, is anended to read as foll ows:

2. The departnent [and], the New York state environnental facilities
corporation, and the New York conmission on national and conmmunity
service are authorized to provide state assi stance paynents or grants to
muni ci palities, not-for-profit corporations, public agencies, |ocal
governnents, educational institutions, |abor organizations, and Indian
tribes for projects authorized pursuant to paragraphs a, b, and d of
subdi vi sion one of this section

8§ 13. Subdivision 4 of section 58-0903 of the environnental conserva-
tion law, as added by section 1 of part UU of chapter 59 of the |aws of
2021, is anmended to read as foll ows:

4. The department [+s] and the New York conmission on national and
community service are authorized to nmake grants available to not-for-
profits [anrd], acadenmic institutions, public agencies, local govern-
ments, educational institutions, |abor organizations, and Indian tribes
for paragraphs b, ¢, and f of subdivision one of this section, and nake
state assistance paynents to nunicipalities, not-for-profit corpo-
rations, public agencies, |local governnents, educational institutions,
| abor organizations, and Indian tribes and undertake projects pursuant
to this section

8 14. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




