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STATE OF NEW YORK

6874

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 25, 2025

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the transportation |law, the public service law and the
highway law, in relation to installing fiber optic utility along
certai n hi ghways

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The transportation law is anmended by addi ng a new section
23 to read as foll ows:

8 23. Maintaining fiber optic utility along hi ghways. The conmi ssi oner
shall enter into an agreenent with any fiber optic utility for the
pur poses of installing, nodifying, relocating, repairing, operating, and
maintaining fiber optic facilities and fiber optic cables along al
thruways and hi ghways nmi ntained by the New York state thruway authority
and the netropolitan transportation authority so such fiber optic facil-
ities and cables may be utilized for access to fiber optic and broadband
services.

§ 2. The transportation law is anended by adding a new section 24 to
read as foll ows:

8 24. Broadband conduit requirenent for certain highway projects.
Not wi t hst anding any provision of lawto the contrary, any highway or
thruway project which receives state funding shall include the installa-
tion of conduits suitable for fiber optic cables or wireless facilities
that support broadband services.

8 3. The public service law is anended by adding a new section 119-e
to read as foll ows:

8 119-e. Broadband conduit access. The conm ssion, in consultation
with the departnment of transportation, the New York state thruway
authority and the netropolitan transportation authority shall ensure
that any requesting provider of broadband services has access to any
br oadband conduit installed pursuant to the provisions of section twen-
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ty-four of the transportation law or fiber optic cable installed pursu-
ant to section twenty-three of the transportation |law. Such access shal
be on a conpetitively neutral and nondiscrininatory basis, for a charge
not to exceed a cost-based rate.

8 4. Section 10 of the highway |law is anended by addi ng a new subdivi -
sion 47 to read as foll ows:

47. Have the authority to enter into agreenents and/or contracts to
ensure all thruways and hi ghways maintained by the New York state thru-
way authority and the netropolitan transportation authority have fiber
optic cable along such thruways and hi ghways pursuant to section twen-
ty-three of the transportation |l aw and upon such terns and conditions as
deened appropriate by the conm ssioner or conmi ssioner's designee.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a law. Effective imediately, the addition, amendnment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted
on or before such effective date.




