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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 25, 2025

Introduced by Sens. WEBB, COWRIE, FERNANDEZ, GONZALEZ, LIU, RAMOS --
read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be comitted to
the Comrittee on Codes -- reconmitted to the Cormittee on Codes in
accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- committee discharged, bil
anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmt-
tee

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to the creation of a
"ebony alert systent for nissing Black youth

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The executive law is anended by adding a new section
837-f-3 to read as foll ows:

8§ 837-f-3. Ebony alert system 1. The division of crimnal justice
services, through the m ssing children clearinghouse and in consultation
with the division of state police, shall establish and maintain an ebony
alert systemon behalf of Black youth, to provide pronpt dissem nation
of information to the public regarding nmissing persons who neet the
criteria established pursuant to this section.

2. A law enforcenent agency investigating a mssing person case nmay
request activation of an ebony alert through the nissing children clear-
i nghouse. Upon receipt of such request, the division, through the m ss-
ing children clearinghouse and in coordination wth the division of
state police, shall evaluate the request and determ ne whether acti -
vation criteria have been net.

3. An ebony alert nay be activated when the division deternines that:

(a) the missing person is twelve to twenty-five years of age., inclu-
sive;

(b) the disappearance of such person is unexplained or suspicious;

(c) the missing person suffers froma nental or physical disability;

(d) the nissing person may be at risk of harm including but not
limted to trafficking, exploitation, or other crimnal activity;
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(e) the individual is believed to be in danger or otherwise in peril
and

(f) sufficient descriptive information is available that dissenination
to the public could assist in the safe recovery of such person.

4. Upon activation of an ebony alert, the division nmay di ssem nate
information regarding the nmissing person through appropriate comuni-
cations systens, including but not limted to:

(a) law enforcenent conmunications networKks;

b) broadcast and digital nedia outlets;

(c) wireless enmergency alerts or other public alert notification
syst ens;

(d) internet or social nmedia platfornms utilized by the division or
participating agencies; and

(e) other public notification systens utilized by the m ssing children
cl earinghouse.

5. In inplenenting the ebony alert system the division shall coordi-
nate with the division of state police, the division of honeland securi -
ty and energency services, the departnent of transportation, local [|aw
enf orcenent agencies, and other appropriate entities involved in nissing
persons investigations.

6. The departnent of transportation may assist in dissenm nating ebony
alert information through dynam c nessage signs or other highway commu-
nication systens, provided that such use conplies with applicable feder-
al laws and regqgul ations governing hi ghway si gnage.

7. Wien the division deternmines that a nissing person subject to an
ebony alert nmay have crossed jurisdictional boundaries, the division nay
coordinate with |law enforcenent agencies in other states or jurisdic-
tions to dissemnate alert information and facilitate recovery.

8. In administering the ebony alert system the division shall ensure
that dissemination of information is conducted in a manner consi stent
with applicable state and federal privacy |laws and regul ations and that
information released to the public is |limted to that necessary to
assist in the recovery of the m ssing person.

9. The conmissioner, in consultation with the division of state police
and the nmissing children clearinghouse, shall pronulgate rules and requ-
|l ations necessary to inplenent the provisions of this section.

10. The ebony alert system established pursuant to this section shal
operate in coordination wth other statewide nissing persons alert
systens administered by the division. The division shall determ ne
whet her activation of an ebony alert is appropriate when the circum
stances of the disappearance do not neet the criteria for activation of
anot her nissing persons alert system adnm nistered by the division. Noth-
ing in this section shall be construed to pernit the sinultaneous acti-
vation of nmultiple statewide alert systens for the sane nissing person.

8 2. The conmmissioner of the division of crimnal justice services
shall subnit an annual report to the governor and |egislature regarding
the activities of the ebony alert system including statistical informa-
tion involving reported cases of nissing individuals that neet the
criteria established under section 837-f-3 of the executive law and a
summary of the division's efforts with respect to the activities author-
i zed under this act.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




