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STATE OF NEW YORK

6857

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 25, 2025

Introduced by Sen. PALUMBO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Cultural Affairs, Tourism
Par ks and Recreation

AN ACT to anend the parks, recreation and historic preservation |aw and
the state finance law, in relation to enacting the "blocking illegit-
imate reservations and defending individual entertainnment (BIRDIE)
act"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "bl ocking
illegitimte reservations and defendi ng individual entertainnent
(BIRDIE) act".

§ 2. The parks, recreation and historic preservation |aw is anmended by
addi ng a new section 13.32 to read as foll ows:

8 13.32 Third-party reservation systens. 1. For the purposes of this
section, the following terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Park regions" shall have the sane neaning as defined in section
7.01 of this chapter

(b) "Third-party reservation service" nmeans any entity, other than the
office, that directly or indirectly facilitates the reservation of golf
tee tines or other recreational activities, including but not linmted to
hunting, through its platform whether as a primary seller or as an
internediary linking to other booking platfornms through the use of a
website, nobile application, or other internet service. Athird-party
reservation service shall not include any reservation distribution chan-
nels that are authorized to distribute reservations by way of a contrac-
tual relationship with the office.

2. A third-party reservation service shall not list, advertise,
pronote, or sell reservations for any golf course located within park
regions through its website, nobile application or any other platform
without a witten agreenent with the office. Such agreenent shal

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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explicitly authorize the third-party service to distribute reservations
and shall outline the terns and conditions under which reservations nay
be made avail able. Any reservation service operating wthout such an
agreenent shall be considered in violation of this section.

3. Any person or entity that violates, or causes another person to
violate, any provision of this section or any rule pronmul gated pursuant
thereto shall be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed one thousand
dollars for each violation. For violations committed by third-party
reservation services, penalties shall accrue on a daily basis for each
unaut horized listing of a golf course on a third-party platform The
office, or any other state agency designated to enforce this section
shall have the authority to investigate violations and inpose penalties.
A proceeding to recover any civil penalty or restitution authorized
pursuant to this section may be brought within any agency of the state
designated to conduct such proceedings. Any npbneys received from penal-
ties inposed pursuant to this section shall be deposited into the golf
fund as established pursuant to section ninety-nine-gg of the state
finance | aw

8§ 3. Section 99-gg state finance | aw, as added by section 2 of part MMV
of chapter 58 of the laws of 2019, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 99-gg. Golf fund. 1. Notwi thstanding sections eight, eight-a and
seventy of this chapter and any other provision of law, rule, regulation
or practice to the contrary, there is hereby established in the joint
custody of the state conptroller and the conmi ssioner of tax and finance
a golf fund, which shall be classified by the state conptroller as an
enterprise fund, and which shall consist of noneys collected pursuant to
section 13.32 of the parks, recreation and historic preservation |aw and
all nmoneys collected fromprivate entities and individuals for the use
of state-owned golf courses, any other m scellaneous fees associ ated
with the use of such golf courses, and sale of retail goods and services
at state owned gol f courses.

2. Moneys within the golf fund shall be nmade available to the conm s-
sioner of parks, recreation and historic preservation for services and
expenses of the office of parks, recreation and historic preservation
relating to the direct nmaintenance and operation of state owned golf

courses, and in support of the sale of retail goods and services at
state owned golf courses. Such funds shall be used for course reno-
vations, infrastructure upgrades, including but not limted to inprove-
nment of public access which shall include facilities conpliant with the

federal Anericans with Disabilities Act, youth golf prograns, acquisi-
tion of new equipnent, technology, and anenities to enhance the golfing
experience and any other inprovenents necessary to pronote the |ong-term
sustainability and quality of state-owned golf courses.

8 4. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have beconme a
law. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, amendnment and/or repeal of any
rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its
effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted on or before such
dat e.




