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STATE OF NEW YORK

6648

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 19, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SANDERS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to anmend the state finance law, in relation to enacting the
COVI D- 19 essential workers appreciation act

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "COVID-19 essential workers appreciation act".

§ 2. COVID 19 essential workers appreciation awards. (a) Notwi thstand-
ing any provision of lawto the contrary, all businesses with profits
over $500,000 dollars that do business in the state that during the
state disaster energency declared pursuant to executive order 202 have
seen an increase in profits by 20% over the same tine period in 2019
shall deposit 5% of such business' gross profits into the COVID 19
essential workers appreciation fund established pursuant to section
99-ss of the state finance |aw

(b) There is hereby established the COVID 19 essential workers appre-
ciation task force. Such task force shall be conprised of 7 nenbers to
be appointed as foll ows:

(i) 2 nenbers appointed by the tenporary president of the senate;

(ii) 2 menbers appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

(iii) 1 nmenber appointed by the governor;

(iv) 1 menber appointed by the governor who is the representative of a
smal | busi ness organi zati on; and

(v) 1 menber appointed by the governor who is the representative of a
retail union.

(c) The COVID- 19 essential workers appreciation task force established
pursuant to subdivision (b) of this section shall develop eligibility
requi rements and make awards utilizing the nonies in the COVID- 19 essen-
tial workers appreciation fund. Such awards shall be nade to:
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(i) eligible enployees of essential businesses, including but not
limted to, grocery stores, liquor stores, convenience stores, delis and
grocery delivery personnel; and

(ii) eligible famly nmenbers of any enpl oyee of an essential business
who died as a result of contracting novel coronavirus disease 2019
(Covl D-19).

§ 3. The state finance |aw is anended by adding a new section 99-ss to
read as fol |l ows:

8 99-ss. COVID-19 essential workers appreciation fund. 1. There is
hereby established in the joint custody of the state conptroller and the
conm ssioner of taxation and finance a fund to be known as the COVID 19
essential workers appreciation fund.

2. Such fund shall consist of all npnies deposited pursuant to subdi-
vision (a) of section tw of the chapter of the laws of two thousand
twenty-five that added this section, and all other noneys credited or
transferred thereto fromany other fund or source.

3. Monies of the fund, shall be nade available as awards pursuant to
the provisions of subdivision (c) of section two of the chapter of the
laws of two thousand twenty-five that added this section.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.




