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AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to the assault on sports
officials

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 14 of section 120.05 of the penal |aw, as added
by chapter 268 of the Iaws of 2016, is anended and a new subdi vi sion 15
is added to read as foll ows:

14. Wth intent to prevent or obstruct a process server, as defined in
section eighty-nine-t of the general business law, from performng a
lawful duty pursuant to article three of the civil practice |aw and
rules, or intentionally, as retaliation against such a process server
for the performance of the process server's duties pursuant to such
article, including by neans of releasing or failing to control an ani nal
evincing the actor's intent that the animal prevent or obstruct the
lawful duty of the process server or as retaliation against the process
server, [he—or—she] such person causes physical injury to such process
server[—];_or

15. Wth intent to cause physical injury to a sports official, which
shall include unpires, referees, judges, linesnen, coaches, assistant
coaches, and any other person participating in an official or substitute
capacity at a sports contest, such person causes such injury to such
sports official in or on or within any building, structure, athletic
playing field or playground at which the sports contest including pre-
game and post-gane activities are conducted; including any and al
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surrounding parking facilities or areas designated for parking for such
sports contests.

8 2. The penal law is anmended by adding a new section 240.34 to read
as follows:

§ 240.34 Harassnment of a sports official.

A person is guilty of aggravated harassnent of a sports official when,
with intent to harass, annoy, threaten or alarma sports official, which
shall include unpires, referees, judges, linesnmen, coaches, assistant
coaches, and any other person participating in an official or substitute
capacity at a sports contest, such person:

1. Strikes, shoves, kicks or otherw se subjects such sports officia
to physical contact, or attenpts to threaten to do the sane;

2. Causes or attenpts to cause such sports official to cone into
contact with saliva by expelling such fluid at a sports contest; or

3. Conmmunicates a threat to cause physical harmto, or unlawful harm
to the property of a sports official, and the person knows or reasonably
shoul d know that such conmunication will cause such sports official to
reasonably fear harmto such official's physical safety or property.

Harassnment of a sports official is a violation.

8 3. The education departnment of the state of New York shall establish
an information canpaign to be distributed to all youth sports prograns,
school sports prograns, amateur sports programs, and intercollegiate
sports progranms, requiring such prograns to dissemnate information to
parents and other spectators of such prograns on the protections
af forded sports officials. In particular, the information canpai gn shal
instruct spectators of such sports prograns on the appropriate behavior
to exhi bit when observing such applicable sports events and that harass-
ing or assaulting a sports official due to a decision made by such offi-
cial may result in the filing of crimnal charges against such specta-
tor. Such sports prograns nmust provide the information prepared by such
department pursuant to this section to parents and other prospective
spectators at the start of each sports season. Such information may be
di ssem nated via a school's website or if available, a website dedicated
to a youth or other sports program

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw




