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STATE OF NEW YORK

6605

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 18, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SANDERS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring regulations
directing the state university of New York and the city university of
New York to establish courses of study on ethnic studies, wonen's
studi es, and social justice

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education |law is amended by adding a new section 208-b
to read as foll ows:

8 208-b. Courses on ethnic studies, wonen's studies, and socia
justice. 1. The comm ssioner and the board of regents are authorized
and directed to establish rules and/or regulations requiring each insti-
tution of higher learning in New York state to provide for courses in
ethnic studies, wonen's studies, and social justice in each of its
canpuses and requiring, as an undergraduate graduation requirenent,
conpletion of, at a mninum one three-credit course in ethnic studies,
wonen's studies, or social justice. Such requirenent shall not increase
the nunber of units required to graduate fromthe institution with a
baccal aureate degree. Such graduation requirenent shall not apply to a
post baccal aureate student who is enrolled in a baccal aureate degree
programat an institution of higher learning if the student has satis-
fied either of the foll ow ng:

(a) The student has earned a baccal aureate degree froman institution
accredited by a regional accrediting agency.

(b) The student has conpleted an ethnic studies, wonen's studies., or
social justice course at a postsecondary educational institution accred-
ited by a regional accrediting agency.

2. The commissioner and the board of regents are authorized and
directed to develop core conpetencies to be achieved by students who

conplete an ethnic studies, wonen's studies, or social justice course
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pursuant to subdivision one of this section. Such core conpetencies
shal | be intended to ensure that students of institutions of higher

learning in New York acquire the know edge and skills that wll help
them conprehend the diversity and social justice history of the United
States and of the society in which they live to enable such students to
contribute to society as responsible and constructive citizens.

3. For the purposes of this section., "ethnic studies" shall nean an
interdisciplinary and conparative study of race and ethnicity wth
special focus on four historically defined racialized core groups:
Native Anericans, African Anericans, Asian Anericans, and Latina and
Lati no Anericans.

8§ 2. The education law is anended by adding a new section 6204-b to
read as foll ows:

8 6204-b. Courses on ethnic studies, wonen's studies, and social
justice. 1. The city university is authorized and directed to establish
rules and/or regulations requiring each institution of the city univer-
sity to provide for courses in ethnic studies, wonen's studies, and
social justice in each of its canpuses and requiring, as an undergradu-
ate graduation requirenent, conpletion of, at a mininum one three-cre-
dit course in ethnic studies, wonen's studies, or social justice. Such
requirenent shall not increase the nunber of units required to graduate
from the city wuniversity with a baccal aureate degree. Such graduation
requirenent shall not apply to a postbaccalaureate student who is
enrolled in a baccal aureate degree programat the city university if the
student has satisfied either of the foll ow ng:

(a) The student has earned a baccal aureate degree froman institution
accredited by a regional accrediting agency.

(b) The student has conpleted an ethnic studies., wonen's studies, or
social justice course at a postsecondary educational institution accred-
ited by a regional accrediting agency.

2. The city wuniversity is authorized and directed to develop core

conpetencies to be achieved by students who conplete an ethnic studies,

wonen's studies, or social justice course pursuant to subdivision one of
this section. Such core conpetencies shall be intended to ensure that

students of the city university acquire the knowl edge and skills that
will help them conprehend the diversity and social justice history of
the United States and of the society in which they live to enable such
students to contribute to society as responsible and constructive citi-
Zens.

3. For the purposes of this section, "ethnic studies" shall nean an
interdisciplinary and conparative study of race and ethnicity with
special focus on four historically defined racialized core groups:
Native Anmericans, African Anericans, Asian Anericans, and lLatina and
Lati no Aneri cans.

8 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




