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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 17, 2025

Introduced by Sen. BRISPORT -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Children and Famlies --
committee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as anended and
recommtted to said comnittee -- reconmitted to the Cormittee on Chil -
dren and Families in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- conmit-
tee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recom
mtted to said conmttee -- committee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to outdoor,
nat ur e- based child care

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and statenment of purpose. The | egisla-
ture hereby finds that it is in the interest of the state to provide
children with the opportunity to learn and develop in natural outdoor
environments. Not only do outdoor activities pronpte physical fitness
and reduce the risk of obesity and related health issues anong chil dren,
but nunerous studi es have shown that exposure to nature enhances cogni -
tive abilities, «creativity, problemsolving skills, and overall nenta
health. In addition, outdoor child care fosters a sense of connection
and appreciation for the natural environnent, pronotes the devel opnent
of self-efficacy, autonony, and overall confidence in interacting wth
the natural environnent, instills environnental values, and pronotes
sust ai nabl e practi ces.

The purpose of this act is to recognize the inportance of nature in
children's devel opnment by providing themw th access to outdoor | earning
environnents, thereby encouraging themto engage in physical activities
and explore nature, fostering a naturally healthy Ilifestyle from an
early age and contributing to the devel opnent and wel | -being of children
in our state and, wultimately, contributing to the preservation and
conservation of our natural resources.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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8 2. Subdivision 1 of section 390 of +the social services law is
anended by addi ng a new paragraph (h) to read as foll ows:

(h) "Qutdoor, nature-based child care" shall nean a programcaring for
children that: (i) enrolls preschool or school-age children; (ii)
provides early learning services in an outdoor space for not less than
four hours per day or fifty percent of the total daily program hours,
whi chever is less; and (iii) enploys a curriculumwith nature to teach
enrolled children

§ 3. Section 390 of the social services |law is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 2-b to read as foll ows:

2-b. (a) Wthin one year of the effective date of this subdivision
the departnent shall establish a pilot project to explore establishing
licensing guidelines for outdoor, nature-based child care prograns. The

pilot project shall end four vyears after the effective date of this
subdi vi si on.
(b) The departnent shall adopt rules and curriculum standards to

inplenent the pilot project and nay waive or adapt licensing require-
nents when necessary to allow for the operation of outdoor, nature-based
child care prograns.

(i) Such rules shall include, but not be limted to:

(1) safety protocols including ensuring adequate shelter to ensure
safety during inclenent weather without requiring a building confiqgured
for indoor programdelivery;

2) access to buildings for energencies;

(3) requirenents related to the safety of children during inclenent
weat her conditions and accounting for outdoor hazards; and

(4) additional training for staff in skills for outdoor child care
settings., including outdoor classroom nmanagenent., behavior nmnhagenent,
and risky play analysis; and

(ii) Such curriculumstandards shall include, but not be limted to:

(1) navigation of natural terrain;

(2) famliarity with flora and fauna; and

(3) wilderness first aid skills.

(c) The departnent shall select, or develop with eligible child care
providers, up to ten pilot project |locations during the first vyear of
the pilot project. Beginning two years after the effective date of this
subdi vi sion, additional outdoor, nature-based child care prograns nay
apply to participate in the pilot project.

(d) Wien selecting pilot project |locations, the departnent shall aim
to select a mx of rural, urban and suburban locations, and shall give
priority to:

(i) existing outdoor, nature-based child care prograns that are
already licensed by the departnent as child care providers; and

(ii) existing licensed child care centers or registered famly child
care hones seeking to expand into nature-based early | earning;

(iii) areas where there are few or |limted licensed child care
prograns; and

(iv) areas of need where licensed child care prograns are at or near
full capacity, and where access may be restricted by enrollnment wait-
lists.

(e) The departnment shall convene an advisory group of outdoor
nature-based early learning practitioners to informand support inple-
nentation of the outdoor., nature-based child care program Such advisory
group shall review best practices and research for outdoor education and
child care in outdoor education settings and shall advise the departnent
on the devel opnent of guidelines for outdoor, nature-based child care
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programs, including nmninmmstandards for a nature-based early | earning
curriculum The advisory group shall be conpensated only for travel

(f) The departnent shall provide the following reports to the governor
and the | eqgislature:

(i) within tw vyears of the effective date of this subdivision, a
brief report describing the inplenentation of the outdoor. nature-based
child care pilot project, including a description of participating
providers and the nunber of children and famlies being served; and

(ii) within three years of the effective date of this subdivision, a
full report on the findings fromthe pilot project, including reconmen-
dations for nodifying or expanding the availability of outdoor, nature-
based child care prograns.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




