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STATE OF NEW YORK

6541

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 17, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SANDERS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, the state finance law, the social
services law, the correction law, the adm nistrative code of the city
of New York and the civil service law, in relation to high schoo
equi val ency di pl onas

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 317-a
to read as follows:

8§ 317-a. Hiygh school equivalency exans. No fee shall be established
for adm ssion to any examthat would award a high school equival ency
diploma or its equivalent, as determ ned by the conm ssioner.

8§ 2. Cause (ii) of subparagraph 8 of paragraph h of subdivision 2 of
section 355 of the education |aw, as anended by chapter 669 of the |aws
of 2022, is anmended to read as foll ows:

(ii) attended an approved New York state program for [gererat] high
school equival ency di pl oma exam preparation, received a [gereral] high
school equival ency di pl oma i ssued within New York state and applied for
attendance at an institution or educational unit of the state university
within five years of receiving a [gere~al] high school equivalency
di pl oma i ssued within New York state; or

8 3. Subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (a-1) of subdivision 7 of section
6206 of the education |law, as anmended by chapter 669 of the laws of
2022, is anended to read as foll ows:

(ii) attended an approved New York state programfor [generat] high
school equival ency di pl ona exam preparation, received a [gerera-] high
school equival ency di ploma i ssued within New York state and applied for
attendance at an institution or educational unit of the city wuniversity

within five years of receiving a [gerseal] high school equival ency
di pl oma i ssued within New York state; or
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8 4. Clause 2 of subparagraph (i) of paragraph (a) of subdivision 7 of
section 6206 of the education |law, as amended by section 3 of part B of
chapter 56 of the | aws of 2023, is anended to read as foll ows:

(2) attended an approved New York state program for [gererat] high
school equival ency di pl oma exam preparation, received a [gerera] high
school equival ency di ploma i ssued within New York state and applied for
attendance at an institution or educational unit of the city wuniversity
within five years of receiving a [gereral] high school equival ency
di pl oma i ssued within New York state; or

8 5. Paragraph (ii) of subdivision 5 of section 6301 of the education
law, as anended by chapter 327 of the |laws of 2002, is anended to read
as foll ows:

(ii) attended an approved New York state program for [gereral] high
school equival ency diplom exam preparation, received a [gereral] high
school equival ency diploma issued within New York state and applied for
attendance at an institution or educational unit of the state university
within five years of receiving a [gereral] high school equival ency
di pl oma i ssued within New York state; or

8 6. Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 97-hhh of the state finance |aw,
as added by section 84 of part A of chapter 436 of the laws of 1997, are
amended to read as foll ows:

2. Notwi thstanding any other law, rule or regulation to the contrary,
the state conptroller is hereby authorized and directed to receive for
deposit to the credit of the high school equival ency account, fees
established by the commi ssi oner of education and approved by the direc-
tor of the budget to suppl enment adm nistration of [the—general—educa—

i ] high school equivalency exans for the high
school equival ency di pl ona.

3. Moneys of this account, follow ng appropriation by the |egislature,
shall be available to the state education departnent for services and
expenses related to the admnistration of [the—general—educational
developpept—tests] high school equivalency exans for the high schoo
equi val ency di pl oma

8§ 7. Paragraph (k) of subdivision 1 of section 336 of the social
services |aw, as anmended by section 148 of part B of chapter 436 of the
laws of 1997, is anended to read as foll ows:

(k) satisfactory attendance at secondary school or a course of study
leading to a certificate of [gererat] high school equivalency in the
case of a recipient who has not conpl eted secondary school or received
such certificate;

8 8. The opening paragraph of subparagraph (iv) of paragraph (d) of
subdivision 1 of section 803 of the correction law, as separately
anended by section 1 of chapter 242 and section 224 of chapter 322 of
the |l aws of 2021, is amended to read as foll ows:

Such nerit tine all owance nmay be granted when an incarcerated individ-
ual successfully participates in the work and treatnent program assi gned
pursuant to section eight hundred five of this article and when such
incarcerated individual obtains a [gereral] high school equival ency
di pl oma, an al cohol and substance abuse treatnent certificate, a voca-
tional trade certificate following at |east six nonths of vocationa
progranmm ng, at |east eighteen credits in a program registered by the
state education departnent from a degree-granting higher education
institution or perfornms at |east four hundred hours of service as part
of a comunity work crew.

8 9. The opening paragraph of subparagraph (iv) of paragraph (d) of
subdi vision 1 of section 803 of the correction law, as separately
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anended by section 2 of chapter 242 and section 224-a of chapter 322 of
the |l aws of 2021, is amended to read as foll ows:

Such nerit tine allowance nmay be granted when an incarcerated individ-
ual successfully participates in the work and treatnent program assi gned
pursuant to section eight hundred five of this article and when such
i ncarcerated individual obtains a [gereral] high school equival ency
di ploma, an alcohol and substance abuse treatnment certificate, a voca-
tional trade certificate following at least six nonths of vocational
programmng, at |least eighteen credits in a programregistered by the
state education departnment from a degree-granting higher education
institution or perforns at |east four hundred hours of service as part
of a comunity work crew.

8§ 10. Subdivision 19 of section 2 of the correction |aw, as anended by
chapter 322 of the laws of 2021, is amended to read as foll ows:

19. "Vocational and skills training facility" means a correctiona
facility designated by the comissioner to provide a vocational and
skills training program ("VAST") to incarcerated individuals who need
such service before they participate in a work rel ease program The VAST
facility shall provide intensive assessnment, counseling, job search
assi stance and where appropriate academ ¢ and vocational instruction to
program participants. Such assistance may include an assessment of any
i ncarcerated individual's education attainment level and skills apti-
tudes; career counseling and exploration; the devel opnment of a conpre-
hensi ve instructional plan including identification of educational and
training needs that my extend beyond the date of entry into work
rel ease; instructional prograns including [&E5 high school equival ency
exam preparation or post-secondary instruction as appropriate; occupa-
tional skills training; |life skills training; enploynent readiness
i ncluding workplace behavior; and job search assistance. The depart nent
and the departnment of |abor shall jointly develop activities providing
career counseling, job search assistance, and job placenent services for
participants. Nothing contained in this section shall be deened to nodi-
fy the eligibility requirements provided by |aw applicable to incarcer-
ated individuals participating in a work rel ease program

8§ 11. Subdivision c of section 3-209 of the administrative code of the
city of New York, as added by | ocal |aw nunber 34 of the <city of New
York for the year 2004, is anended to read as foll ows:

c. Registration of graduating seniors. The departnent of education of
the city of New York shall provide a postage paid board of el ections of
the city of New York voter registration formto each graduating student

who receives a high school diploma, including but not limted to a
Regents, local, [gereral] high school equivalency or Individualized
Education Program di plona. The departnent shall deliver such voter

registration formto each graduati ng student at the same tinme and in the
same manner as it delivers diplomas to each such student.

8§ 12. Subdivision b of section 21-703 of the admi nistrative code of
the city of New York, as added by | ocal |aw nunber 23 of the city of New
York for the year 2003, is anended to read as foll ows:

b. If an applicant, recipient or participant who is eligible for
education or training as set forth in subdivision c of this section
expresses an intention or preference to the agency to enroll in educa-
tion, training or vocational rehabilitation, or if an applicant's,
recipient's or participant's assessnent indicates that [he—or—she] such
applicant, recipient or participant |acks basic literacy, a secondary

school diploma, or a [general] high school equivalency diploma [SED]
or otherw se indicates that education, training or vocational rehabili-
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tation woul d enhance the individual's ability to obtain and maintain
enpl oynent, then the agency shall offer such applicant, recipient or
participant the opportunity to enroll in an approved program or
prograns, provided that such approved program or prograns can be cl assi-
fied as countable work activities.

§ 13. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 of section 58 of the civil
service |law, as anmended by chapter 244 of the laws of 2013, is anended
to read as follows:

(b) [he—o+—she] such person is a high school graduate or a hol der of a
hi gh school equival ency di pl oma i ssued by an education department of any
of the states of the United States or a hol der of a conparabl e di pl oma
i ssued by any commonweal th, territory or possession of the United States
or by the Canal Zone or a holder of a report from the United States
armed forces certifying [ his—eher] such person's successful conpletion
of a_ high school equival ency examor the tests of general educationa
devel opnent, high school |[evel

§ 14. Severability. The provisions of this act shall be severable, and
if the application of any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision,
section or part of this act to any person or circunstance shall be
adj udged by any court of conpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such
j udgnent shall not necessarily affect, inpair or invalidate the applica-
tion of any such clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, part
of this act or renminder thereof, as the case may be, to any other
person or circunmstance, but shall be confined inits operation to the
cl ause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part thereof
directly involved in the controversy in which such judgnent shall have
been rendered.

§ 15. This act shall take effect January 1, 2026; provided, however,
that the anendnents to paragraph (a-1) of subdivision 7 of section 6206
of the education | aw nade by section three of this act shall be subject
to the expiration of such paragraph pursuant to section 16 of chapter
260 of the |aws of 2011, as amended; provided further, that section four
of this act shall take effect on the sane date as the reversion of para-
graph (a) of subdivision 7 of section 6206 of the education | aw as
provided in section 16 of chapter 260 of the laws of 2011, as anended;
and provided, further, that the amendments to subparagraph (iv) of para-
graph (d) of subdivision 1 of section 803 of the correction | aw made by
section eight of this act shall be subject to the expiration and rever-
sion of such section, when upon such date the provisions of section nine
of this act shall take effect.




