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STATE OF NEW YORK

6360

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 11, 2025

Introduced by Sen. HARCKHAM -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to clar-
i fying provisions regarding the use of crossbows for hunting

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 11-0103 of the environmental conservation lawis
anended by adding a new subdivision 33 to read as foll ows:

33. "Long bow' includes |ongbows, recurve bows, conpound bows, and
crossbhows.

§ 2. Subparagraph 9 of paragraph b of subdivision 4 of section 11-0901
of the environnental conservation |aw, as added by section 6 of part EE
of chapter 55 of the laws of 2014, is anended to read as foll ows:

(9) with a crossbow unl ess such crossbow shall consist of a bow and
string, either conpound or recurve, [ Hhat—arehos—a—niRi-rm—ouoen
i -] mounted upon a stock wth a trigger
t hat holds the string and Ilnbs under tension until released. The trig-
ger unit of such crossbow nmust have a working safety. The [ Awrirm—-nb
Wi—gH-h—eot——sueh—eresshow——sha-—be—seventeeh—irehes—have—a] m ni num peak
draMImelght of such crosstM/shaII be one hundred pounds [and—&—4ﬂye4n%n

g8 3. Subparagraph 9 of paragraph c of subdivision 4 of section 11-0901
of the environnental conservation |law, as added by section 7 of part EE
of chapter 55 of the laws of 2014, is anended to read as foll ows:

(9) with a crossbow unl ess such crossbow shall consist of a bow and
string, either conmpound or recurve, [ithattavnches—a—mpirmfourteen
aeh—boli—hnot—ineludi-rg—potlnt—] nounted upon a stock wth a trigger
that holds the string and |inbs under tension until rel eased. The trig-
ger unit of such crossbow nmust have a working safety. The [#wimm—rb

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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w—dth—ot—sueh-ecrosshow shal—be seventeen—inechess—have—a]l mni mum peak
dramrmelght of such Crossbow shal | be one hundred pounds [and—a—4ﬂye4n#n

8 4. Paragraph a of subdivision 1, paragraphs a and b of subdivision 8
and subdivision 10 of section 11-0907 of the environnental conservation
| aw, paragraph a of subdivision 1 as amended and subdivi sion 10 as added
by section 14 and paragraphs a and b of subdivision 8 as anended by
section 16 of part EE of chapter 55 of the |aws of 2014, are anended to
read as foll ows:

a. WIld deer wthout antlers or having antlers neasuring |less than
three inches in length shall not be taken unless it is taken (1) by |ong
bow in a special |ong bow season established in subdivision [3] three of
this section, or (2) by nuzzle-loading firearm [e+—e+rossbew] in a
special mnuzzle-loading firearm season established in subdivision [8]
eight of this section, or (3) by long bow in Wstchester and Suffolk
Counties in a year in which a regular season for deer of either sex is
establ i shed for such counties, or (4) in a special open season for deer
of either sex fixed by regulation pursuant to subdivision [5] five or
[# seven of section 11-0903 of this title, or (5) pursuant to a special
antlerless deer license in a special open season for antlerless deer in
a tract within a Wlderness Hunting Area fixed by regulation pursuant to
subdivision [6] six of section 11-0903 of this title, or (6) pursuant to
a deer managenent permit by a person eligible to take such deer pursuant
thereto as provided in section 11-0913 of this title, or (7) pursuant to
a permt issued to an eligible non-anbul atory person, pursuant to subdi-
vision [2] two of section 11-0931 of this title, while in possession of
a valid license issued by the departnent which authorizes the holder to
hunt big gane. Nothing in this subparagraph shall be construed to limt
the power of the department to designate by regulation an area or areas
of the state consisting of a county or part of a county where such
season shall apply and whet her the nunmber of such special permts shal
be Iimted.

a. In every area identified in colum one of the table set forth in
subdivision two of this section, except those areas restricted to
special seasons for taking deer by |ongbow only, special open seasons
may be established by regulation for taking deer and/or bear, by the use
of muzzle-loading firearnms, of not less than .44 caliber shooting a
single projectil e] —er—>by—the—useof—a—-crossbow-] by the holders of a
hunting license with a valid nmuzzl e-1oading privil ege.

b. Such special open season for the Southern Zone shall be for the
seven day period i mediately preceding the regular open season for deer
stated in colum two of the table set forth in subdivision two of this
section, except that the departnent may, by regulation, fix such open
season in the Southern Zone or any portion thereof to be either the
seven days imediately preceding or imediately follow ng the regular

open season for deer[——pre¥+ded——heMe¥er——LhaL—any——Lak+ng——eL——deer——e#

10. Notmnthstandlng any provision of this chapter, or any prior
notw t hstandi ng | anguage in this article, the departnment may, by regu-
| ation, authorize the taking of big gane by the use of a crossbow by any

licensed person in any big game season in any area [desighatedinitens
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w—s4—en—t—we—ea‘—t—h4—s—see—t—+—en] in WhICh a[shet—g-u-n—er—ntu-z—z—l—e—l—eade#]

8 5. This act shaII

take effect i mredl at eI y

| ong




