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STATE OF NEW YORK

6331

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 10, 2025

Introduced by Sens. H NCHEY, HARCKHAM MAY, SERRANO -- read twi ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be coormitted to the Committee on
Envi ronnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnmental conservation law, in relation to
establishing the position of Catskill park coordinator wthin the
departnent of environnmental conservation

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The New York City Watershed Agreenent, the Public Access
Plan, the Cean Water/Cl ean Air Bond Act and other departnment of envi-
ronnental conservation prograns in the Catskills all have a comon
interest in comunity developnent, [|and acquisition and recreationa
access, concern for the abundance and purity of water, and coordination
with other departnent of environnental conservation activities within
the wat ershed. The departnment of environmental conservation watershed
coordinator is responsible for the nmonunental task of overseeing the
i npl ementation of all state partnership prograns enbodied in the 1997
New York City Witershed Agreenent. The new Catskill park coordinator
position would conplement the role of the watershed coordi nator by inte-
grating those activities directly related to the watershed agreenent

with all other departnment of environnental conservation programinter-
ests and by advocating for the best interests of the Catskill park. The
benefit of a Catskill Park Preserve Advocate has been successfully

denmonstrated in the Hudson River estuary, Adirondacks, and Sal non River
corridor; a simlar position will ensure integration and bal ance in the
departnent of environnmental conservation's current and future initi-
atives affecting the natural, social and econom c resources in the Cats-
kill Region.

§ 2. The environmental conservation |law is anended by adding a new
section 9-0115 to read as fol |l ows:
8§ 9-0115. Catskill park coordinator.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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1. The conmi ssioner shall maintain in the departnent the position of
Catskill park coordinator to assist the comrmissioner in the devel opnent
and i nplenentation of the public access plan for the Catskill park. The
conm ssioner shall fix the conpensation of the coordinator within the
anounts appropriated therefor and prescribe their powers and duties,
which shall be in addition to those contained in this section. The
Catskill park coordinator shall build partnershi ps between the depart-

nent and other state agencies, nunicipal governnents, businesses and

nonprofit entities that will develop a conmunity-based tourism strategy
for the forest preserve to help fortify the regional econony by schedul -

ing and organizing foruns and following up on future recomendations,
actions, or concerns raised at such foruns.

2. Duties of the Catskill park coordinator shall include, but not be
limted to, the foll ow ng:

a. coordinating inplenentation of the public access plan and other
approved or adopted Catskill park-wide plans with all public and private
st akehol ders;

b. enhancing the ability of the departnent to respond to the needs of
the public on a tinely basis;

c. coordinating conplex managenent issues and facilitating inproved
conmuni cation between prograns within regions three and four of the
departnment and between those regions and the central offices of the

department ;.
d. seeking funding for and tracking inplenentation of the public

access plan, unit managenent plans, and other approved and adopted Cats-
kill park-w de plans;

e. providing continuity with future planning within the departnent and
other state agencies, including. but not limted to, the Catskill asso-
ciation for tourismservices;

f. mintaining a tracking systemfor departnent programactivities,
including facility devel opnent and resource nanagenent plan preparation
and i nplenentation for the Catskill region; and

g. providing for inproved comunications between the departnent and
the public and building constituency support for departnental initi-
atives that benefit the Catskill region.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeedi ng
the date upon which it shall have becone a | aw




