OCoO~NOUIRA,WNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

6328

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 10, 2025

Introduced by Sens. MARTINEZ, BYNCE -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the allocation of
preki ndergarten funding to prioritize students eligible for free or
reduced-price lunch and multilingual |earners

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1 Subparagraph (ix) of the opening paragraph of subdivision 10
of section 3602-e of the education |law, as amended by section 17-c of
part A of chapter 56 of the |aws of 2022, is anended and a new subpara-
graph (x) is added to read as foll ows:

(ix) for the two thousand twenty-two--two thousand twenty-three school
year and thereafter, each school district shall be eligible to receive a
grant anount equal to the sum of (A) the anpbunt set forth for such
school district as "UN VERSAL PREKI NDERGARTEN ALLCCATI ON' on the conput -
er file produced by the comr ssioner in support of the enacted budget
for the prior year excluding anmounts subject to section thirty-six
hundred two-ee of this part and further excluding anounts paid pursuant
to subdivision nineteen of this section plus (B) the Full-day 4-Year-Add
Uni versal Prekindergarten Expansion added pursuant to paragraph e of
subdi vi sion nineteen of this section, provided that such school district
has net all requirements pursuant to this section and such grants shal
be added into a four-year-old grant amount based on the anmpbunt each
district was eligible to receive in the base year to serve four-year-old
preki ndergarten pupils, plus (C funds allocated pursuant to a universa
pr eki ndergarten expansi on under subdivision twenty of this section as of
the school aid conputer |isting produced by the conm ssioner in support
of the enacted budget for the current year, provided that such grant
anmounts shall be divided into a four-year-old grant amount based on the
anmount each district was eligible to receive in the base year to serve
four-year-old prekindergarten pupils, if any, and a three-year-old grant
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anount based on the anount each district was eligible to receive in the
base year to serve three-year-old pupils, if any, and provided further
that the maxi mum grant shall not exceed the total actual grant expendi-
tures incurred by the school district in the current school year as
approved by the comm ssioner[—-],. and

(x) for the two thousand twenty-five--two thousand twenty-six school
year and thereafter and subject to available appropriation, each schoo
district shall be eligible to receive a grant amount equal to seventeen
thousand five hundred dollars for eligible full-day four-year-old prek-
indergarten pupils. The total allocations for each school district shal
not exceed the anpunts they received in the two thousand twenty-four--
two thousand twenty-five school year. unless additional funds are appro-

pri at ed. If such allocation is not sufficient to cover all eligible
full-day four-year-old pre-kindergarten pupils in the district, such
grants shall first be utilized by each school district to serve four-

year-old prekindergarten pupils that are eligible to receive free or
reduced-price lunch or are energent nmultilingual |anguage |learners. The
dollar anmpunt set forth in this subparagraph shall be adjusted annually
to reflect the percentage increase in the consuner price index.

8 2. Subparagraph (i) of subdivision 7 of section 3602-e of the educa-
tion law, as anmended by section 19 of part B of chapter 57 of the | aws
of 2007, is anended to read as foll ows:

i. [establishes] for districts that receive funding under paragraph
(x) of subdivision ten of this section, a nmethod for selection of eligi-
ble children to receive prekindergarten program services [eh—a—+andem

] that nust include a priority for students
from fanmlies who are eligible for free or reduced-price lunch or ener-
gent multilingual |anguage |earners, provided, however, that a school
district that operated a targeted prekindergarten programin the base
year may use the sel ection process established for such program

§ 3. This act shall take effect imediately, and apply to funding
al l ocations and selection criteria for the 2025-2026 school year.




