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STATE OF NEW YORK

6297

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 10, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SANDERS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Crinme Victins, Cine and
Correction

AN ACT to amend the correction law, in relation to providing for auto-
mati c i ssuance of identification cards to incarcerated individuals and
assi stance with obtaining copies of certain docunents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 11 of the correction |aw, as added by section 1 of
part Q of chapter 58 of the laws of 2022, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 11. Identification card program 1. For purposes of this section
"identification card" shall have the sane neaning as defined in section
four hundred ninety of the vehicle and traffic | aw

2. The conmissioner, in consultation with the conm ssioner of notor
vehicles, shall develop a program that would [aHew automatically
provide incarcerated individuals wthout an identification <card, or
i ncarcerated individuals who have not been issued a driver's |icense or
|l earner's pernit by the conm ssioner of motor vehicles, or incarcerated
i ndividuals whose driver's Ilicense or learner's permt is expired,
suspended, revoked or surrendered, or incarcerated individuals whose
identification card is expired, [te—ebtain] with an identification card
prior to the incarcerated individual's release from an institution or
correctional facility wunder the jurisdiction of the department or upon
the individual's release froman institution or correctional facility
under the jurisdiction of the departnment at the option of the incarcer-
ated indivi dual

3. The sentence and conmitnent or certificate of conviction of an

i ncarcerated individual shall be deened sufficient to grant authori-
zation to the departnent of corrections and conmunity supervision to
assist an incarcerated individual in an institution or correctional

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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facility under the jurisdiction of such departnment to apply for and
obtain an identification card fromthe departnent of notor vehicles.

4. (a) Prior to an incarcerated individual's release froman institu-
tion or correctional facility under the jurisdiction of the departnent,
the departnent shall notify the incarcerated individual, verbally and in
witing, of such identification card program The department shall also
docunment that they offered to assist the incarcerated individual in
obtaining an identification card and if such incarcerated individual
declined. The departnent shall nake diligent efforts to ensure that an
incarcerated individual is provided with an identification card, if
requested, prior to or upon the release of such individual from an
institution or correctional facility wunder the jurisdiction of the

departnent. Such efforts shall include assisting incarcerated individ-
uals with obtaining copies of any docunents needed to apply for iden-
tification cards. Such docunents shall include, but not be limted to,

an incarcerated individual's social security card and birth certificate.

(b) If an identification card is obtained with the assistance of the
departnent for an incarcerated individual prior to such individual's
release fromthe departnent's custody, the identification card shall be
kept in the incarcerated individual's records until such individual is
released from an institution or correctional facility under the juris-
diction of the departnent; upon such individual's release, the identifi-
cation card shall be provided to the individual

5. The departnent shall collect data on the number of incarcerated
i ndividuals participating in the identification card program and issue a
report on such data to the governor, the tenporary president of the
senate and the speaker of the assenbly annually until Decenber thirty-
first, two thousand [twenty—six] twenty-seven.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeedi ng
the date on which it shall have beconme a |law. Effective i mediately, the
addi tion, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
for the inmplenentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
to be made and conpleted on or before such effective date.




