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STATE OF NEW YORK

6272

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 7, 2025

Introduced by Sens. BAILEY, H NCHEY, MAY -- read twi ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Environ-
nment al Conservation

AN ACT authorizing and directing the commissioner of environmental
conservation to conduct a study on food waste initiatives and to
provi de reconmendati ons based on the study's findings

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Definitions. For the purposes of this act, the follow ng
terms shall have the foll owi ng neanings:

1. "agency" neans any state departnent, agency, board, public benefit
corporation, public authority, or conm ssion.

2. "food service establishnments” shall include, but not be limted to,
the following: full-service restaurants, fast food restaurants, cafes,
del i cat essens, coffee shops, and cafeteri as.

3. "conmi ssioner" neans the comm ssioner of environmental conserva-
tion.

4. "departnment" means the departnment of environnmental conservation.

5. "food waste" neans food that is not required to neet the needs of a
food service establishnment and which is disposed of in a manner such
that it will not be eaten

6. "food waste initiative" means an initiative regarding the use
and/ or di sposal of food waste.

§ 2. Study. 1. The commissioner is authorized and directed to conduct
a study on food waste initiatives throughout the state. Such study shal
i nclude, but not be linted to:

a. food waste initiatives inplemented or planned to be inplenented by
non- gover nment al organi zati ons, agencies, and other states and nations;

b. any laws, rules, or regulations proposed or inplenmented in any
muni ci pality; and

c. scholarly articles and proposals for food waste initiatives.
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2. Upon request, an agency shall provide the conm ssioner with infor-
mati on which may hel p conpl ete the conm ssioner's study.

8 3. Report. The conmssioner shall submt to the governor and the
| egislature, no later than ei ghteen nonths after the effective date of
this act, a report on the findings of the study as well as the comm s-
sioner's reconmendations for reducing food waste within the state.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



