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STATE OF NEW YORK

6172

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 6, 2025

Introduced by Sens. PARKER, BAILEY, PERSAUD -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be conmmitted to the Conmittee on Finance

AN ACT to anend the executive |aw and the state finance law, in relation
to creating the New York state autism council

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The executive law is anmended by adding a new article 19-E
to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 19-E
NEW YORK STATE AUTI SM COUNCI L
Section 460. Definitions.
461. New York state autism council.

8 460. Definitions. As used in this article, the following terns shall
have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

1. "Autism awareness project" neans a project approved by the council
aimed toward educating the general public about the synptons and treat-
nents of autism

2. "Council" nmeans the New York state autism council established
pursuant to section four hundred sixty-one of this article; and

3. "Program and services enhancenents" neans any suppl enental program
or service that will assist in positive outcones for individuals diag-
nosed with autismand their fanmlies that are approved by the council.

8 461. New York state autismcouncil. 1. There is established, within
the executive departnent, the New York state autismcouncil. The gover-
nor shall designate one of the appointed nenbers to serve as the chair
of the council. The council shall be conposed of sixteen nenbers as
foll ows:

a. a representative of the departnent of health;

b. a representative of the departnment of education;

c. a representative of the office for people with devel opnental disa-
bilities:;
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d. a representative of the departnent of financial services;
e. a representative of the office of children and famly services:;
f.

a representative from New York Fanmilies for Autistic Children
(NYFAQ) ;

g. two nenbers appointed by the tenporary president of the senate, one
of whom shall be the parent of a child with autism

h. two nenbers appointed by the speaker of the assenmbly, one of whom
shall be the parent of a child with autism and

i. six nenbers appointed by the governor: (i) one of whomshall be a
representative froman institution of higher learning where autism
education curriculumis currently being offered; (ii) one of whom shal
be a representative of the northern part of the state; (iii) one of whom
shall be a representative of the southern part of the state; (iv) one of
whom shall be a representative of the eastern part of the state; (v) one
of whom shall be a representative of the western part of the state; and
(vi) one of whomshall be a nenber of the nedical field specializing in
research within the field of autism

2. Appointed nenbers of the council shall serve terns of three years
each, except that:

a. one nenber initially appointed by the governor, one nenber initial-
ly appointed by the tenporary president of the senate, and one nenber
initially appointed by the speaker of the assenbly shall serve a one
year term and

b. a second nenber initially appointed by the governor, the second
nmenber initially appointed by the tenporary president of the senate, and
the second nenber initially appointed by the speaker of the assenbly
shall serve a two vear term

3. Al vacancies shall be filled in the sane nmanner as the origina
appointnment. All vacancies nmust be filled within ninety days, otherw se
the council shall determne, by majority vote, who shall fill the vacan-
cy. Menbers appointed to fill a vacancy occurring for reason other than
an expiration of a termshall serve for the remainder of the termof the
person whom such person is replacing. Menbers are eligible for reap-
poi nt nent .

4. Menbers shall serve w thout conpensation, but shall be entitled to
actual, necessary expenses incurred in the perfornmance of their business
as nenbers of the council

5. Ampjority of the nenbers of the council shall constitute a quorum
A majority vote of a quorumshall be required for any official action of
the council.

6. The council shall neet at the call of the chair, but not less than
four tines per year.

7. The council shall

a. approve autism awareness prograns;

b. carry out a programto provide information and education on program
and services enhancenents to fanilies in the state with nenbers suffer-
ing fromautism

c. establish the nechanisns to use the results of bionedical research
on autism and autism spectrum di sorders;

d. establish a nechanism for the sharing of information anobng
researchers and clinicians in the state conducting bionedical research
on autismand autism spectrum di sorders;

e. provide for a nechanism that would pernit the public to obtain
information on the existing and planned prograns and activities being
conducted related to autism including any pilot studies, and the coun-
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cil to receive comments fromthe public regarding these prograns and
activities; and

f. provide an annual report to the governor with the council's recom
nmendati ons and exanining the creation of progranms and services for indi-
viduals with autism

8 2. Subdivision 3 of section 95-e of the state finance |aw, as
anended by section 7 of part AA of chapter 56 of the laws of 2020, is
anmended to read as foll ows:

3. (a) Monies of the fund shall be expended only for program and
service enhancenents for individuals diagnosed with an autism spectrum
di sorder, autism awareness projects or autismresearch projects approved
by the office for people with devel opnental disabilities [+/] conducted
within the borders of New York state provided, however, that no nore
than ten percent of nonies fromsuch fund shall be expended on the
aggregate nunber of autismresearch projects approved in a fiscal year.

(b) As used in this section, the term"autismresearch project" means
scientific research recommended by the New York state autism council and
approved by the office for people with devel opmental disabilities into
the causes and/or treatnent of autism the term "program and services
enhancenents" nmeans any supplemental program or service that will assist
in positive outconmes for individuals diagnosed with autism and their
famlies that are approved by the New York state autism council estab-
lished in section four hundred sixty-one of the executive law and the
term "autism awareness project" neans a project approved by the [effice

i } = } ] New York state autism
council toward educating the general public about [the—eauses-] synp-
toms[~] and treatnents of autism

8 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective imediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




