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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by Sen. S. RYAN -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to the paynent of
shelter and rent arrears

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The social services law is anended by adding a new section
131-ww to read as foll ows:

8 131-ww. Shelter arrears. 1. Applicants may receive an energency
grant to pay for rent, property taxes or nortgage arrears once every
year unless the district deternmines at its discretion that additiona
shelter arrears paynents are necessary based on the individual circum
st ances.

2. In an application for an allowance to pay shelter arrears, an
applicant shall not be required to denonstrate an ability to repay shel-
ter expenses, rent, property taxes, or nortgage paynents going forward,
nor shall a district consider an applicant's ability to nake paynents
under any repaynent agreenent.

3. Unrepaid shelter expenses shall have no bearing on an applicant's
eligibility to receive additional |oans.

4. The conmi ssioner shall promul gate regulations consistent with this
section.

8§ 2. Section 131-w of the social services |aw, as added by chapter 41
of the laws of 1992, is amended to read as foll ows:

§ 131-w. Limtations in the payment of rent arrears. Districts shal
not provide assistance to pay rent arrears, property taxes or nortgage
arrears for persons not eligible for hone relief, aid to dependent chil -
dren, energency assistance to needy famlies with children or energency
assi stance for aged, blind and di sabl ed persons, except to persons who
are wi thout incone or resources inmediately available to neet the ener-
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gency need[s-] and whose gross household incone does not exceed [ere
—ve] two hundred percent of the federa
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; ].
The departnment shall pronulgate regulations to inplenent this section
whi ch shall, anong other things, [establ-sh—standards—for—ithe—contents
of—repayrent—agrecnents—and] establish standards to ensure that assist-
ance is provided only in enmergency circunstances.

8§ 3. Subdivision 1 of section 131-r of the social services law, as
added by chapter 81 of the laws of 1995 and as desi ghated by chapter 340
of the laws of 2003, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. Any person who is receiving or has received, within the previous
[+en] five years, public assistance pursuant to the provisions of this
article, and who wins a lottery prize of [sixhundred] twenty thousand
dollars or nore shall reinburse the departnment from the w nnings, for

all such public assistance benefits paid to such person during the
previous [t+er] five years; provided, however, that such crediting to the
departnent shall in no event exceed fifty percent of the amount of the

lottery prize. The conm ssioner shall enter into an agreenment with the
director of the lottery, pursuant to section sixteen hundred thirteen-b
of the tax law, for the «crediting of lottery prizes against public
assi stance benefits. Nothing herein shall linit the ability of a social
services district to make recoveries pursuant to section [484] one
hundred four or section [186-B] one hundred six-b of this chapter.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.




