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March 4, 2025

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Al coholism and Substance

Use Disorders -- recommitted to the Committee on Al coholism and
Subst ance Use Disorders in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 --
conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as amended and

reconmtted to said conm ttee

AN ACT to anmend the mental hygiene

law, in relation to creating a
subst ance use di sorder treatment bil

of rights

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision (c¢) of section 22.03 of the nmental hygiene | aw,
as added by chapter 558 of the |aws of 1999, is anended and a new subdi -
vision (d) is added to read as follows:

(c) The director of every [chemcal—dependence] substance use disorder
program service, or treatment facility shall post copies of [a—nretice]
the substance use disorder treatnent bill of rights in a formand nmanner
to be determ ned by the conm ssioner, at places throughout the facility
or program where such [retiee] bill of rights shall be conspicuous and
visible to all patients[—stating]. The substance use disorder treatnent
bill of rights shall include, but need not be |limted to, the follow ng:

1. [e—genera——stateompntet—therights ot patientsunder—the—various
aehi-ssign—s—rotent-on—pror-sens—oi—this—ariel o and

2—tho—rght—ei—the—paoticnt—teo——somni-soto—uni-th—the—diregter—Fhe
beapd——eL——¥+s+%e#s——+L—any——and—%he—eeﬂn+ss+eﬂe#] Every patient has the
right to participate in developing an individualized plan of treatnent
and to request a review of the patient's treatnent plan by another
clinician;

2. Every patient has the right to receive an explanation of services
in accordance with the patient's treatnent plan;

3. Every patient shall have the right to be fully inforned of the
patient's proposed treatnent, including possible adverse effects;

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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4., Every patient has the right to object to or terminate treatnent
unl ess otherwi se directed pursuant to court order, and cannot be coerced

into treat nent;

5. Every patient has the right to privacy in treatnent and in caring
for personal needs, to have confidentiality in the treatnent of persona
and nedical records, and to have security in storing possessions;

6. Every patient has the right to have access to the patient's treat-
nent records;

7. Every patient and provider shall treat each other in a nmutually
courteous and fair way that is appropriate to the patient's individual
needs;

8. Every patient shall be treated in a nmanner that is free from abuse
discrimnation, mstreatnent., and exploitation;

9. Every patient's civil and religious liberties, including the right
to i ndependent personal decisions and knowl edge of available choices,
shall not be infringed and facility or programstaff shall encourage and
assist in the fullest exercise of these rights; and

10. Every patient shall be free to report grievances regarding
services or staff to a supervisor, director, the board of visitors, or
the conm ssioner.

(d) Every substance use disorder program service, or facility shal
give a copy of the substance use disorder treatnment bill of rights to
each patient at or prior to the tine of admi ssion, or to the appointed
representative at the tinme of appointnent and to each nenber of the
staff at the program service, or facility.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Effective i mediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmde and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




