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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 3, 2025

Introduced by Sen. LANZA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to the defi-
nitions of the terns "inpaired" and "intoxication" for the purposes of
such | aw

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis anmended by adding a new
section 119-c to read as foll ows:

8 119-c. Inpaired. Inpairnent is reached when a driver has voluntarily
consuned or ingested a substance or conbination of substances to the
extent that the driver has inpaired, to any extent, the physical and
nental abilities which a driver is expected to possess in order to oper-
ate a vehicle as a reasonable and prudent driver.

8 2. The vehicle and traffic law is anended by addi ng a new section
120-a to read as foll ows:

8 120-a. Intoxication. Intoxication is a greater degree of inpairnent
which is reached when a driver has voluntarily consuned or ingested a
subst ance or conbination of substances to the extent that the driver is
incapable of enploying the physical and nental abilities which a driver
is expected to possess in order to operate a vehicle as a reasonable and
prudent driver.

8 3. Section 1192 of the vehicle and traffic law is anended by adding
a new subdivision 13 to read as foll ows:

13. It shall be an affirmative defense to a charge under any subdivi -
sion of this section that the operator suffered an allergic reaction or
nedi cal energency rather than being inpaired by the substance or conbi -
nation of substances. Provi ded, however, that no defense shall be
available if any such consuned or ingested substance is contained in
section thirty-three hundred six of the public health |aw

8 4. This act shall take effect on the first of Novenber next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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