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STATE OF NEW YORK

5781--B

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 28, 2025

I ntroduced by Sens. HARCKHAM ADDABBO, BAILEY, BRI SPORT, BROUK, COONEY
GOUNARDES, HI NCHEY, JACKSON, KAVANAGH, KRUEGER, LIU, MARTINS, MAY
MAYER, MYRIE, PALUVMBO, RAMOS, ROLISON, C. RYAN, SALAZAR, SEPULVEDA
SERRANO, SKOUFI' S, STAVI SKY, WEBB -- read twice and ordered printed
and when printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Housing,
Construction and Conmunity Devel opment -- reported favorably from said
committee and committed to the Committee on Finance -- committee
di scharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as amended and reconmitted
to said conmittee -- reconmitted to the Committee on Housing,
Construction and Community Devel opnent in accordance with Senate Rule
6, sec. 8 -- conmmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as
amended and reconmitted to said committee

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to residential solar and
energy storage permtting

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs i and j of subdivision 1 of section 381 of the
executive law, paragraph i as anended and paragraph j as added by
section 3 of part T of chapter 57 of the |aws of 2023, are anended and a
new paragraph k is added to read as foll ows:

i. standards and procedures for neasuring the rate of conpliance wth
the state energy conservation construction code, and provisions requir-
ing that such rate of conpliance be nmeasured on an annual basis; [an€d]

j. procedures requiring the docunentation of conpliance wth regu-
| ations adopted pursuant to section thirteen hundred seventy-seven of
the public health law as a condition to issuance of a certificate of
occupancy or certificate of conpliance following a periodic fire safety
and property mai ntenance inspection for nmultiple dwellings[-]: and

k. (i) standards and procedures requiring:

(A) any authority having jurisdiction over a popul ation exceeding five
thousand residents to adopt a residential automated solar permitting

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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platform by June thirtieth, two thousand twenty-seven, if such a plat-
formwithout any initial fee or subscription fee to the authority having
jurisdiction is available. The authority having jurisdiction shal
anticipate that the residential autonated solar permtting platformwll
have the capability to process at |east seventy-five percent of residen-
tial solar applications for existing construction submtted to authori-
ties having jurisdiction in the state.

(B) (1) authorities having jurisdiction to submit conpliance reports
to the departnment within sixty days of achieving conpliance with cl ause
(A) of this subparagraph, which shall include, but not be limted to:

(1) the date of conpliance;

(I1) the software or a conbination of software used for conpliance;

(I11) confirmation that the authority having jurisdiction is using a
residential automated solar permtting platform to instantly issue
permts and permt revisions for residential solar photovoltaic systens;
and

(1V) an explanation for why the authority having jurisdiction antic-
ipates the residential automated solar pernitting platformhas the capa-
bility to process at |east seventy-five percent of the residential solar
photovoltaic pernit applications on existing construction submtted to
authorities having jurisdiction in the state. This explanation nay be
based on, but is not necessarily limted to, statenents fromthe soft-
ware provider of the residential automated solar permtting platform

(2) The departnent may establish guidelines for the reports pursuant
to itemone of this clause.

(3) The departnent may determ ne the accuracy of the authority having
jurisdiction's report of conpliance pursuant to clause one of this
subpar agraph. The departnent nay also nake such findings publicly avail -
able and mmy take necessary actions to enforce conpliance with cl ause
(A) of this subparagraph based on such findings.

(C) (1) authorities having jurisdiction to subnit annual reports to
the departnment on the usage of the residential autonated solar permft-
ting platform Between April first, two thousand twenty-eight and Apri
first, two thousand thirty-seven, each authority having jurisdiction
shall subnmit such reports annually by April first covering the previous
cal endar vyear. The departnment may establish guidelines for these
reports. Such reports shall include the follow ng:

(1) the nunber of pernits issued through the residential autonmated
solar permtting platformand rel evant characteristics of those systens;

(I11) the nunber of residential photovoltaic solar permts issued by
neans other than the residential autonmated solar permitting platformand
rel evant characteristics of those systens;

(I11) the software or conbination of software used for conpliance

(IV) confirmation that the authority having jurisdiction is wusing a
residential automated solar permitting platform to issue pernmits
instantly and issue permt revisions instantly for residential solar
phot ovol taic systens; and

(VM) a plan to increase usage of the residential automated sol ar
permtting platformif fewer than seventy-five percent of residential
solar photovoltaic permits are issued through the autonated pernitting
platformon existing construction.

(2) The departnent may deternmine the accuracy of the authority having
jurisdiction's annual report pursuant to itemone of this clause. The
departnent may al so make such findings publicly available and nay take
necessary actions to enforce conpliance with clause (A) of this subpara-

graph based on such findings.
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D authorities having jurisdiction over a population exceeding five
thousand residents to provide an option for renbte inspections via
recorded video or photo that can be submitted electronically for
projects permitted by the residential autonmated solar pernitting plat-
form Such inspections shall be offered at no greater cost and with no
greater delay than in-person inspections.

(ii) An authority having jurisdiction that does not require a permnit
for residential photovoltaic solar systens is exenpt fromthe require-
nents of this paragraph.

(iii) As used in this paragraph, the following terns shall have the
foll owi ng nmeani ngs:

(A) "Departnent" neans the New York state energy research and devel op-
nent authority.

(B) "Residential automated solar permtting platforni’ nmeans software
or a conbination of software designed to automate plan review, generate
code-conpliant approvals, accept online paynents for permtting fees, if
applicable, and instantly issue pernits and permt revisions for resi-
dential photovoltaic systens upon online subm ssion of a code-conpliant
application and paynent of any required fees. Such platformshall be
available for residential photovoltaic systens up to the maxi num capaci -
ty allowed with a two hundred anp main service disconnect, installed in
accordance with the residential code of New York state, as updated., that
may also include an energy storage systemup to the maxi num capacity
al l owed under the residential code of New York state, a main panel
upgrade, and/or a main breaker derate.

(C "Authority having jurisdiction" shall refer to any city, town,
village, county, or other governnental unit or agency responsible for
the administration and enforcenent of the uniformfire prevention and
bui l ding code and the state energy conservation construction code, as
defined in 19 NYCRR, section 1203.1. as updated.

§ 2. This act shall take effect i mediately.




