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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 28, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SKOUFIS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to increasing penalties for
assault, obstruction and harassnment of election officers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 11 of section 120.05 of the penal law, as
anended by section 2 of part Z of chapter 55 of the laws of 2024, is
amended to read as foll ows:

11. Wth intent to cause physical injury to a train operator, ticket
i nspector, conductor, signal person, bus operator, station agent, station
cleaner, termnal cleaner, station custoner assistant, traffic checker
person whose official duties include the sale or collection of tickets,
passes, vouchers, or other revenue paynment nmedia for use on a train,
bus, or ferry the collection or handling of revenues therefrom a person
whose of ficial duties include the maintenance, repair, inspection, trou-
bl eshooting, testing or cleaning of buses or ferries, a transit signa
system elevated or underground subway tracks, transit station struc-
ture, including fare equi pnent, escal ators, elevators and other equip-
ment necessary to passenger service, commuter rail tracks or stations,
train yard, revenue train in passenger service, a ferry station, or a
train or bus station or terminal; or a supervisor of such personnel
enpl oyed by any transit or conmuter rail agency, authority or conpany,
public or private, whose operation is authorized by New York state or
any of its political subdivisions, a city marshal, a school crossing
guard appointed pursuant to section two hundred eight-a of the genera
muni ci pal law, a traffic enforcenent officer, traffic enforcement agent,
prosecutor as defined in subdivision thirty-one of section 1.20 of the
crimnal procedure law, sanitation enforcement agent, New York city
sanitation worker, public health sanitarian, New York city public health
sanitarian, registered nurse, licensed practical nurse, ener gency
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medi cal service paranedic, [e+] energency nedical service technician,
[ he—or—she] or election officer as defined in section 1-104 of the
election Iaw, such person causes physical injury to such train operator,
ticket inspector, conductor, signal person, bus operator, station agent,
station cleaner, terninal cleaner, station custoner assistant, traffic
checker; person whose official duties include the sale or collection of
tickets, passes, vouchers or other revenue paynent nmedia for use on a
train, bus, or ferry or the collection or handling of revenues there-
from a person whose official duties include the nmaintenance, repair,
i nspection, troubleshooting, testing or cleaning of buses or ferries, a
transit signal system elevated or underground subway tracks, transit
station structure, including fare equi pnent, escal ators, elevators and
ot her equi pment necessary to passenger service, conmmuter rail tracks or
stations, train yard, revenue train in passenger service, a ferry
station, or a train or bus station or ternminal; or a supervisor of such
personnel, city marshal, school <crossing guard appointed pursuant to
section two hundred eight-a of the general nunicipal law, traffic
enforcenent officer, traffic enforcenent agent, prosecutor as defined in
subdivision thirty-one of section 1.20 of the crimnal procedure |aw,
regi stered nurse, licensed practical nurse, public health sanitarian
New York city public health sanitarian, sanitation enforcenent agent,
New York city sanitation worker, enmergency nedical service paranedic,
[e+~] energency nedical service technician, or election officer, while
such enpl oyee is performng an assigned duty on, or directly related to,
the operation of a train or bus, cleaning of a train or bus station or
term nal, assisting custoners, checking traffic, the sale or collection
of tickets, passes, vouchers, or other revenue nedia for use on a train,
bus, or ferry or maintenance or cleaning of a train, a bus, a ferry, or
bus station or termnal, signal system elevated or underground subway
tracks, transit station structure, including fare equi pnent, escal ators,
el evators and ot her equi pment necessary to passenger service, conmuter
rail tracks or stations, train yard or revenue train in passenger
service, a ferry station, or such city marshal, school crossing guard
traffic enforcenment officer, traffic enforcenent agent, prosecutor as
defined in subdivision thirty-one of section 1.20 of the crimnal proce-
dure law, registered nurse, |icensed practical nurse, public health
sanitarian, New York city public health sanitarian, sanitation enforce-
ment agent, New York city sanitation worker, energency nmedical service
paranedi c, [e+] energency nedical service technician, or election offi-
cer is performng an assigned duty; or

8§ 2. Section 195.05 of the penal |aw, as anended by section 16 of part
G of chapter 55 of the laws of 2024, is anended to read as foll ows:
§ 195.05 Obstructing governmental adm nistration in the second degree.

A person is guilty of obstructing governnental adm nistration when

1. Such person intentionally obstructs, inpairs or perverts the adm n-
istration of |aw or other governnental function or prevents or attenpts
to prevent a public servant, including an election officer, from
perform ng an official function, by nmeans of intinmidation, physica
force or interference, or by neans of any independently unlawful act, or
by nmeans of interfering, whether or not physical force is involved, with
radi o, telephone, television or other teleconmmunications systens owned
or operated by the state, or a county, city, town, village, fire
district or energency nedical service or by means of rel easing a danger-
ous aninmal wunder circunstances evincing the actor's intent that the
ani mal obstruct governnental adm nistration; or
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2. Wth the intent to violate a closing order, order to seal, tenpo-
rary closing order, or tenmporary order to seal issued by a governnental
entity to address a public health or safety concern, such person danages
or renoves any padlock or other device installed for the purpose of
ef fectuati ng such order.

bstructing governnental adnministration is a class A m sdeneanor.

8§ 3. Section 240.30 of the penal law is anmended by addi ng a new subdi -
vision 3-b to read as foll ows:

3-b. Wth the intent to harass, annoy, threaten or alarman el ection
officer, such person strikes, shoves, kicks, or otherw se subjects
another person to physical contact, or attenpts or threatens to do the
sane while such election officer is perfornmng such election officer's
official duties; or

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




