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STATE OF NEW YORK

553

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by Sens. LIU COONEY, JACKSON, KAVANAGH, WEBB -- read tw ce
and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmritted to the Cormittee
on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the observance of al
religious holidays by institutions within the state university and the
city wuniversity of New York, and including the Asian Lunar New Year
within the definition of such holidays

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 224-a of the education law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 8 to read as foll ows:

8. Notwithstanding the definition of "religious belief" as defined in
subdivision seven of this section, any student that celebrates the
cultural observance of the Asian Lunar New Year shall be excused for
that cultural observance in the sane nanner as students excused due to
such students' religious beliefs pursuant to this section.

8§ 2. The education law is anended by adding a new section 6235 to read
as foll ows:

8 6235. Students unable because of religious beliefs to register or
attend classes on certain days. 1. No person shall be expelled from or
be refused admi ssion as a student to an institution of higher education
for the reason that such person is unable, because of such person's
religious beliefs, to register or attend classes or to participate in
any exam nation, study or work requirenents on a particular day or days

2. Any student in an institution of higher education who is unable,
because of such student's religious beliefs, to attend classes on a
particular day or days shall, because of such absence on the particular
day or days. be excused from any exanmination or any study or work
requirenents.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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3. It shall be the responsibility of the faculty and of the adm nis-
trative officials of each institution of higher education to nake avail -
able to each student who is absent from school. because of such
student's religious beliefs, an equivalent opportunity to register for
classes or make up any exam nation., study or work requirenents which
such student may have ni ssed because of such absence on any particular
day or days. No fees of any kind shall be charged by the institution for
maki ng available to the said student such equival ent opportunity.

4. |f reqgistration, classes, exanm nations, study or work requirenents
are held on Friday after four o'clock post neridian or on Saturday,
simlar or makeup classes, exaninations, study or work requirenents or
opportunity to register shall be nade available on other days, where it
is possible and practicable to do so. No special fees shall be charged
to the student for these classes, exam nations, study or work require-
nents or registration held on other days.

5. In effectuating the provisions of this section, it shall be the
duty of the faculty and of the administrative officials of each institu-
tion of higher education to exercise the fullest neasure of good faith.
No adverse or prejudicial effects shall result to any student because of
such student availing thenself of the provisions of this section.

6. Any student, who is aggrieved by the alleged failure of any faculty
or administrative officials to conply in good faith with the provisions
of this section, shall be entitled to maintain an action or proceeding
in the suprene court of the county in which such institution of higher
education is |located for the enforcenent of such student's rights under
this section.

7. 1t shall be the responsibility of the adm nistrative officials of
each institution of higher education to give witten notice to students
of their rights under this section, informng themthat each student who
is absent from school. because of such student's religious beliefs,
shall be given an equivalent opportunity to register for classes or nake
up any exami nation, study or work requirenents which such student nay
have m ssed because of such absence on any particular day or days. No
fees of any kind shall be charged by the institution for making avail-
able to such student such equival ent opportunity.

8. As used in this section., the term"institution of higher education"
shall nean any institution of higher education, recognized and approved
by the board of trustees of the city wuniversity of New York, which
provides a course of study leading to the granting of a post-secondary
degree or diplonma. Such termshall not include any institution which is
operated, supervised or controlled by a church or by a religious or
denom nati onal organi zati on whose educational prograns are principally
designed for the purpose of training nministers or other religious func-
tionaries or for the purpose of propagating religious doctrines. As used
inthis section, the term"religious belief" shall nean beliefs associ-
ated with any corporation organized and operated exclusively for reli-
gi ous purposes, which is not disqualified for tax exenption under
section 501 of the United States Code.

9. Notwithstanding the definition of "religious belief" as defined in
subdi vision eight of this section, any student that celebrates the
cultural observance of the Asian Lunar New Year shall be excused for
that cultural observance in the sane nmanner as students excused due to
such students' religious beliefs pursuant to this section.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




