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STATE OF NEW YORK

5490

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 21, 2025

Introduced by Sen. ASHBY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to allow ng
persons in recovery to have a distinguishing mark printed on their
driver's license for cases of nedical energencies

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 504 of the vehicle and traffic |aw
i s anended by addi ng a new paragraph (a-2) to read as foll ows:

(a-2) Every license or renewal thereof issued to an applicant who opts
to distinguish as a person in recovery shall, upon the applicant's
request and subnission of an application for renewal or issuance of such
license, contain a distinguishing nmark of "R' indicating that the appli-
cant is a person in recovery. The conm ssioner shall not require fees
for the issuance of such licenses or renewals thereof to persons
requesting an "R' distinguishing mark which are different from fees
otherwise required. For the purposes of this section, a "person in
recovery" shall nean any person who would like their license to specify
for cases of nedical energencies that such person is in sone form of
drug or al cohol recovery.

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be omitted.
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