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STATE OF NEW YORK

5439

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 21, 2025

I ntroduced by Sen. OBERACKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anmend the general obligations law, in relation to protecting
property owners from tinber theft and establishing contract ual
requirenents for |ogging agreenents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The general obligations lawis anmended by adding a new
section 5-338 to read as foll ows:

8§ 5-338. Agreenents involving logging and tinber operations. 1. Al
tinmber operations shall be conducted under a witten contract signed by
both the property owner and the logger, or an authorized representative
of the person, firm entity or corporation conducting |ogging operations
on the property.

2. The contract shall include:
(a) an equal split of proceeds fromtinber sales;
(b) pavnent for each truckload of tinber before any additional | oads

are renoved; and

(c) a detailed receipt for each |oad, specifying tree species and
nunber of | ogs taken.

3. (a) Paynments under the contract shall be made by check to ensure a
clear record of the transaction.

(b) Property owners and loggers shall maintain records of all trans-
actions, including sales of firewood, with receipts and logs detailing
the tinber renpved.

4. Any person., firm entity or corporation conducting |ogging oper-
ations shall be required to have a mninumof one mnmllion dollars in
liability insurance. Docunentation of such insurance policy shall be
provided to the property owner before logging activities comence on the

property.
5. A contract under this section shall require that the | ogger shall
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(a) cut tree-tops to no higher than three feet; and

(b) repair any ruts, holes, or danmage to logging trails, restoring
themto a flat surface

6. A contract under this section shall pernit a property owner or a
designated representative to be present during |ogging operations to
ensure contract conpliance with any provisions of the contract. Such
person shall have the authority to direct that | ogging operations cease
if the terns of the contract are not being net.

7. (a) Theft of tinber, falsification of receipts, and failure to
adhere to contract ternms shall be considered theft under article one
hundred fifty-five of the penal |aw

(b) A property owner shall be entitled to both civil and crimnal
renedies for any violations of a contract under this section., including
restitution conpensatory danmages., and injunctive relief.

(c) Any person, firm entity or corporation who or which conducts
|l ogging operations on the property of another person w thout a contract
shall be crimnally liable for larceny under article one hundred fifty-
five of the penal |aw

(d) Property owners shall nmmintain detailed records of all tinber
sales, including contracts, receipts, and conmmunications wth any
person, firm entity or corporation conducting |ogging operations on
their property to support |aw enforcenent investigations if necessary.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




