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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 21, 2025

Introduced by Sen. CLEARE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Consuner Protection

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to the |license
requi rements for natural hair styling

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The legislature hereby finds that
natural hair styling is a practice that is rich in cultural history. The
|l egislature further finds that natural hair styling is distinct and
separate fromother practices of cosnmetol ogy. Therefore, the |egislature
finds that natural hair styling shall have its own licensing plan that
is culturally sensitive and takes into account the history of natura
hair stylists.

8 2. Subdivision 5 of section 400 of the general business l|aw, as
anended by chapter 343 of the laws of 1998, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

5. The practice of "natural hair styling" nmeans providing for a fee,
or any consi deration or exchange, whether direct or indirect, any of the
following services to the hair of a human bei ng: shanpooi ng, arranging,

dressing, tw sting, wapping, weaving, extending, |ocking or braiding
the hair or beard by either hand or mechani cal appliances. Such practice
shall not include cutting, shaving or trimmng hair except that such

activities are pernmissible to the extent that such activities are inci-
dental to the practice of natural hair styling. Such practice shall not
i nclude the application of dyes, reactive chemicals, or other prepara-
tions to alter the color or to straighten, curl, or alter the structure
of the hair. Techniques which result in tension on hair roots such as
certain types of braiding, weaving, wapping, |ocking and extending of
the hair may only be perforned by a [#ratal—hair—-siylng] person
licensed to practice natural hair styling pursuant to section four
hundred six-a of this article, or a cosnetology |icensee who has
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successfully conpleted an approved course of study in such techniques.
Natural hair styling is distinct fromthe practice of cosnetology and
does not include the application of dyes, reactive chenm cals, or other
preparations to alter the color of the hair or to straighten, curl, or
alter the structure of the hair; or the use of chenical hair joining
agents such as synthetic tape, keratin bonds, or fusion bonds.

8§ 3. The general business |law is anended by adding a new section 406-a
to read as foll ows:

8 406-a. Natural hair styling license application; educationa
requirenents; procedures. 1. a. Any person intending to practice natura
hair styling, or to own and operate an appearance enhancenent business
solely offering natural hair styling services, shall first make applica-
tion to the secretary for a license therefor.

b. Such application shall be in a formand manner prescribed by the
secretary, and provided to the applicant in their natural |anguage or in
a language in which the applicant is proficient.

c. Each application shall be acconpanied by the appropriate fee as
prescribed by this article.

d. FEach application shall be acconpanied by a certificate of a duly
li censed physician, or nurse practitioner to the extent authorized by
law and consistent with subdivision three of section six thousand nine
hundred two of the education law on a form prescribed by the secretary,
showing freedom from any infectious or conmunicable disease which
certificate shall have been issued within thirty days prior to the date
of the filing of the application.

2. a. Each applicant shall be required to satisfactorily conplete an
educational training programgiven and administered by natural hair
stylist training schools, schools which provide for natural hair styling
training, or natural hair stylists licensed pursuant to this article,
whi ch shall not exceed forty hours and of which a significant portion
shall be focused on health and safety protocols, and which shall include
a practical skills assessnment solely to denpnstrate proficiency in the
braiding of hair. The secretary shall review and approve such educa-
tional training program Upon conpletion of the required course, an
applicant shall receive a certificate evidencing satisfactory conpletion
t her eof .

b. All educational materials and the practical skills assessnent shal
be administered in the applicant's natural |anguage or in a |language in
which the applicant is proficient.

3. a. Any person seventeen years of age or older may apply to the
secretary for a license to practice natural hair styling.

b. Each such application shall also be acconpanied by satisfactory
evidence of the applicant having conpleted the required educationa
conponent as well as the practical skills assessnent.

c. Any applicant for a license to practice natural hair styling may
submt satisfactory evidence of |icensure to practice an equival ent
occupation issued by any other state, territory, protectorate or depend-
ency of the United States or any other country in lieu of the evidence
of education and practical skills assessnents required by this section
or the applicant is a nenber of the household of a nenber of the arned
forces of the United States, national guard or reserves and was a nenber
of such househol d before such nenber relocated to the state.

4, Upon acceptance by the secretary of a proper application for an
operator's license to practice natural hair styling, the secretary nay
issue a tenporary operator's license which shall expire six nonths from
i ssuance. Upon good cause shown, the secretary nmy renew a tenporary
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operator's license for one additional six-npbnth period upon filing the
appropriate application and fee.

5. Notwithstanding the educational requirenents of this section and
the testing requirenents of this section., or any other education or
testing requirenents of this article, an unlicensed person practicing
natural hair styling in New York state or any other state or country for
at least five years shall be pernmitted to apply for a natural hair styl-
ing license in New York state. The applicant shall be issued a tenporary
natural hair styling |license upon providing evidence of such required
wor k _experience. If evidence of work experience is not available for
any reason, an applicant shall self-attest to such required experience
on a form approved by the secretary. Such tenporary |license shall be
valid for a period of two vears and shall becone permanent upon the
applicant's conpletion of an educational course., given and adnini stered
by natural hair stylist training schools, schools which provide for
natural hair styling training, or natural hair stylists licensed pursu-
ant to this article, which shall not exceed twenty hours and shall be
focused on health and safety protocols.

6. An applicant who otherwise has nmet the licensing requirenents of
this article for a natural hair stylist |icense who shall provide satis-
factory evidence they have been actively and continuously engaged in the
practice of natural hair styling for at least one vyear prior to the
effective date of this section, may be issued a license for natural hair
styling pursuant to this article. Notw thstanding the educational and
testing requirenents of this section, a person licensed to practice
barbering under article twenty-eight of this chapter who otherw se has
net the licensing requirenents of this article may be issued a |icense
to practice natural hairstyling

7. a. Notwithstanding any provision contained in this article to the
contrary, if any person, eligible for any license pursuant to this arti-
cle, should be called to active nmlitary service at or during the tine
application for any license is required to be filed and license fee
paid, pursuant to the provisions of this article, the period wthin
which said application may be filed and license fee may be paid, is
ext ended on behalf of such person, until three nonths after the term -
nation of said nmlitary service

b. In the case of persons who are called to active mlitary service
and will be discharged fromactive mlitary service, the period of two
years specified in paragraph d of subdivision two of this section need
not be continuous. The length of tine such person was engaged in the
practice of natural hair styling before entering active mlitary service
may be added to any period of tine during which such person was or is
engaged in the practice of nail specialty, waxing, natural hair styling
esthetics or cosnetology after the ternmination of active mlitary
service.

8§ 4. Paragraph a of subdivision 1, subdivision 2, and paragraph b of
subdi vision 4 of section 406 of the general business |aw, as anended by
chapter 341 of the Ilaws of 1998, and paragraph c of subdivision 2 as
amended by section 3 of part D of chapter 328 of the laws of 2014, are
anmended to read as foll ows:

a. Any person intending to practice nail specialty, waxing, [#ratual-
hal+—styHnrg-] esthetics or cosnetology as defined in this article, or
to own or operate an appearance enhancenent business, shall first nake
application to the secretary for a license therefor




OCoO~NOUIRWN P

S. 5438 4

2. a. Any person seventeen years of age or older may apply to the
secretary for a license to practice nail specialty, waxing, [#ratual-
hair—styHng-] esthetics or cosnetol ogy.

b. Each such application shall also be acconpanied by satisfactory
evi dence of having taken and passed the appropriate exam nation or exam
i nations offered by the secretary pursuant to this article for the
| icense sought and evidence of the successful conpletion of an approved
course of study in nail specialty, waxing, /[ #atsal—Hhalr—styHingH]
esthetics or <cosnetology in a school duly licensed pursuant to the
education | aw.

c. Any applicant for a license to practice nail specialty, waxing,
[ ratal—hal+—styng-] esthetics or cosnetol ogy may subnit satisfactory
evi dence of licensure to practice an equival ent occupation issued by any
other state, territory, protectorate or dependency of the United States
or any other country in lieu of the evidence of schooling and exani na-
tion required by this subdivision, provided that such |license was grant-
ed in conpliance wth standards which were, in the judgnent of the
secretary, not |lower than those of this state and provided that such
state, territory, protectorate, dependency, or country extends simlar
reciprocity to the licensees of this state, or the applicant practiced
an equival ent occupation in such state, territory, protectorate, depend-
ency or country for a mnimum of five years, or the applicant is a
nmenber of the household of a menmber of the arned forces of the United
States, national guard or reserves and was a nermber of such househol d
before such nenmber relocated to the state.

d. Notwi thstandi ng the educational requirements of this section and
the testing requirenents of this section, an applicant who otherw se has
met the licensing requirements of this article for a nail specialist,
waxer, [patal—halr—styH-st-] esthetician or cosnetologist who shal
provide satisfactory evidence [he—s+—she—has] they have been actively
and continuously engaged in the practice of nail specialty, waxing,
[ Rt al—hai+—-styHng-| esthetics or cosnetology for at | east one year
prior to the effective date of this article, nmay be issued a |license for
nail specialty, waxing, [#attal—hair—styring-] esthetics or cosnetol ogy
pursuant to this article. [AbLM+Lhs%and+ng—%he—edaea;+ena#——and——#es%+ng

tH-ece—patural—hai+rstyinrg—] O her than applicants |licensed under article

twenty-eight of this chapter, those persons who apply after a twelve
month period fromthe effective date of this article will be required to
provi de evidence of training and to take the exam nation or exam nations
as required for other licenses pursuant to this article.

e. Upon acceptance by the secretary of a proper application for an
operator's license to practice nail speciality, waxing, [#attal—hai+
styng—] esthetics or cosnetology, the secretary may issue a tenporary
operator's license which shall expire six nonths fromissuance. Upon
good cause shown, the secretary nmay renew a tenporary operator's |license
for one additional six-nonth period upon filing the appropriate applica-
tion and fee.

b. In the case of persons who are called to active mlitary service
and will be discharged fromactive military service, the period of two
years specified in paragraph d of subdivision two of this section need
not be continuous. The Iength of time such person was engaged in the

practice of nail specialty, waxing, [naLuLaL—ha+¢—sLy++4@kq esthetics or

cosnetol ogy before entering active mlitary service may be added to any
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period of time during which such person was or is engaged in the prac-
tice of nail specialty, waxing, [#attal—hair—stying-] esthetics or
cosnetol ogy after the term nation of active military service.

8§ 5. Subdivision 1 of section 407 of the general business |aw, as
anended by chapter 255 of the laws of 1999, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. The examinations for the license to practice [#satual—hair—sty—
hg—] esthetics, nail specialty and cosnetol ogy shall be practical and
witten. The exanminations for the license to practice waxing shall be
limted to a witten exam nation only. The secretary shall determ ne
reasonabl e standards of performance for each |icense and shall evaluate
the prospective applicants and applicants on the basis of such stand-
ards. The objectives of the exanm nations shall be to insure that
prospective applicants and applicants have sufficient basic skills to
safeguard the health and safety of the public and to insure that
prospective applicants and applicants have attai ned adequate |evels of
skill to conpetently engage in the activities authorized by the |icense.

8 6. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.



