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STATE OF NEW YORK

5361

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 20, 2025

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on | nsurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law and the public health law, in relation
to setting a mininum reinbursenent rate for anbulatory behavioral
heal th services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph 35 of subsection (i) of section 3216 of the
insurance law is amended by adding a new subparagraph (L) to read as
foll ows:

(L) Every policy which provides nedical, major nedical, or sinmlar
conpr ehensi ve-type coverage shall reinburse in network, participating
providers licensed pursuant to article twenty-eight of the public health
law or article thirty-one or thirty-two of the nental hygiene law for
anbul atory behavioral health services provided to its insureds, at a
mninum at a rate equivalent to the paynents established for such
services under the anbulatory patient group (APG rate-setting nethodol -
ogy at the tine of service, utilized by the departnent of health or by
the office of nental health or offices of addiction services and
supports for rate-setting purposes for anbulatory behavioral health
services provided to enrollees in the nedical assistance program under
title eleven of article five of the social services law. Insurers and in
network, participating providers nay negotiate different rates and neth-
ods of paynents, however insurers shall pay no less than the equival ent
of rates that would be paid for anbulatory behavioral health services
pursuant to the nedical assistance programunder title eleven of article
five of the social services |aw

8§ 2. Paragraph 5 of subsection (I) of section 3221 of the insurance
|l aw i s anended by addi ng a new subparagraph (L) to read as foll ows:

(L) Every insurer delivering a group or blanket policy or issuing a
group or blanket policy for delivery in this state that provides cover-
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age for hospital, nmaj or nedi cal , or simlar conpr ehensi ve-type
coverage shall reinburse in network, participating providers licensed
pursuant to article twenty-eight of the public health law or article
thirty-one or thirty-two of the nental hygiene |aw for anbulatory behav-
ioral health services provided to its insureds, at a mninum at a rate
equivalent to the paynents established for such services under the anbu-
latory patient group (APG rate-setting nethodology at the tinme of
service, utilized by the departnent of health or by the office of nental
health or offices of addiction services and supports for rate-setting
pur poses for anbulatory behavioral health services provided to enroll ees
in the nedical assistance programunder title eleven of article five of
the social services law. Insurers and in network, participating provid-
ers may negotiate different rates and nethods of paynents., however
insurers shall pay no less than the equivalent of rates that would be
paid for anbulatory behavioral health services pursuant to the nedical
assistance program under title eleven of article five of the social
services |aw._

8§ 3. Subsection (g) of section 4303 of the insurance |law is anmended by
addi ng a new paragraph 13 to read as foll ows:

(13) A nedical expense indemity corporation, a hospital service
corporation or a health service corporation that provides coverage for
nedical, mrjor nedical, or simlar conprehensive-type coverage shal

reinburse in network, participating providers |licensed pursuant to arti -
cle twenty-eight of the public health law or article thirty-one or thir-
ty-two of the nental hygiene law for anbulatory behavioral health
services provided to its insureds, at a mninum at a rate equivalent to
the paynents established for such services under the anbulatory patient
group (APG rate-setting nethodology at the tine of service, utilized by
the departnent of health or by the office of nmental health or offices of
addiction services and supports for rate-setting purposes for anbulatory
behavi oral health services provided to enrollees in the nedical assist-
ance program under title eleven of article five of the social services
law. Insurers and in network, participating providers nmay negotiate
different rates and nethods of paynents, however insurers shall pay no
less than the equivalent of rates that would be paid for anbulatory
behavioral health services pursuant to the nedical assistance program
under title eleven of article five of the social services |aw

8§ 4. Section 4403 of the public health law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 10 to read as foll ows:

10. A health mintenance organization shall reinburse in network,
participating providers licensed pursuant to article twenty-eight of
this chapter or article thirty-one or thirty-two of the nental hyqgi ene
law for anbul atory behavioral health services provided to its enrollees,
at anmninum at a rate equivalent to the paynents established for such
services under the anbulatory patient group (APG rate-setting nethodol -
ogy at the tinme of service, utilized by the departnent or by the office
of mental health or offices of addiction services and supports for rate-
setting purposes for anbul atory behavioral health services provided to
enrollees in the nmedical assistance programunder title eleven of arti-
cle five of the social services law. Organizations and in network,
participating providers may negotiate different rates and nethods of
paynents., however organizations shall pay no less than the equival ent of
rates that would be paid for anbulatory behavioral health services
pursuant to the nedical assistance programunder title eleven of article
five of the social services |aw
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1 8 5. This act shall take effect Septenber 1, 2025 and shall apply to
2 all policies and contracts issued, renewed, nodified, altered or anended
3 on or after such date.



