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STATE OF NEW YORK

5294

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 20, 2025

Introduced by Sens. SEPULVEDA, CLEARE, GRIFFO WEBB -- read twi ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be coormitted to the Committee on
Heal t h

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to requiring hospi-
tals to devel op a viol ence prevention program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public health law is anmended by addi ng a new section
2832 to read as fol |l ows:

8§ 2832. Violence prevention program 1. FEvery general hospital shal
establish a violence prevention programconsistent with the Centers for
Medi care and Medicaid Services conditions of participation regarding
energency events (42 C F.R 8 482.15(d)(1) and 24 C F.R 482.15(a)) and
the workpl ace violence standards of any accrediting organization by the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services under which such hospital
nai ntains accreditati on provided however, such standards are conparable
to those established by The Joint Conmmission on Health Care Organi za-
tions.

2. General hospitals located in a city or county with a population of
one nillion or nore shall be required to have at |east one off-duty |aw
enforcenent officer or trained security personnel be present at al
tines in the energency departnent, except in energent circunstances that
require a large security presence elsewhere in the facility.

3. Ceneral hospitals located in a city or county with a population
less than one nmillion shall be required to have at least one off-duty
| aw enforcenent officer or trained security personnel on prem ses at al
tines in a manner that prioritizes physical presence near, or within
close proximty to, the energency departnent of such hospital wth
direct responsibility to the energency departnent. The provisions of
this subdivision shall not apply to general hospitals designhated as
critical access hospitals, sole conmmunity hospitals or rural energency

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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hospitals, provided however, if any such hospital experiences increased

rates of violence or abuse of energency departnent personnel evi denced
by internal reporting pursuant to the violence prevention program or
reports to law enforcenent, the conm ssioner shall work with such crit-
ical access hospital, sole community hospital or rural energency hospi -
tal to conme into conpliance with the provisions of this subdivision over
a reasonabl e period of tine.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the two hundred eightieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw.




