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STATE OF NEW YORK

5223

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 19, 2025

Introduced by Sens. RIVERA, ASHBY, FERNANDEZ, GALLI VAN, WEBB -- read
twi ce and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmitted to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to establishing a
speci al needs assisted living programto serve persons wth neurode-
generative di seases

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 4655 of the public health |law, as added by chapter
2 of the laws of 2004, is anmended by adding a new subdivision 7 to read
as foll ows:

7. (a) The departnment shall establish a neurodegenerative with behav-
iors enhanced special needs assisted living residence programto serve
residents of certified assisted living residences with neurodegenerative
di seases (such as Al zheiner's denentia. Lew body denentia, frontal |obe
dementia, and Parkinson's disease) wth behavior disturbances, as
defined by the diagnostic and statistical manual of nental disorders or
the international classifications of diseases. To participate in the
program assisted living operators shall obtain certification as both an

enhanced assisted living residence and special needs assisted living
resi dence.
(i) EFach programwi Il have physician oversight and supervision under

contract with the site; provide nursing services directly or under
contract; and be linmted to ten residential beds per program and in
addition may include two respite beds.

(ii) There shall be no nore than five residents per site who, upon
adm ssion, are in need of twenty-four-hour skilled nursing care or
nedical care which would otherwi se require placenent in a hospital or
nursi ng hone.

(iii) Al programresidents nust be an adni ssion requested by a | awful
representative of the resident or have been declined adnission or read-
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[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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m ssion by: a nursing hone; assisted living residence; enhanced assisted
living residence; or special needs assisted living residence. |In addi-

tion, a physician or nurse practitioner nust certify that the prospec-
tive resident can be safely cared for in the program

(b) The program shall establish environnental safeguards that are
tailored to accommbdate residents based upon needs as determined by the
supervising physician and nmay allow a registered nurse to eval uate,
assess and execute physician orders.

c) In addition to applicable statutory and requl ator requirenents
the departnent may establish standards for the program including:

(i) ensuring character and conpetence of the applicant and contracting
physi cian and conpliance with applicable laws, rules, and requl ations;

(ii) stabilization of behavior disturbances and the provision of
palliative care

(iii) applicable experience of contract and direct care staff in
relation to the targeted popul ation;

iV erson-centered planning for resident care; and

(v) staff education and training, which shall include, but not be
limted to:

(A) characteristics and needs of persons with Al zheiner's di sease and
denentia including behavioral synptons, and nental and enotional chang-
es;

(B) assessment of care outcones;

(C) appropriate activities of daily living;

(D) denentia-related behaviors and communication linmtations;

(E) other nethods of neeting residents' needs on an individual basis;

(F) use and operation of environnental nodifications that protect the
health and safety of the residents; and

(G attaining professional affiliation or special qualifications rele-
vant to serving persons with advanced needs.

§ 2. This act shall take effect i mediately.




