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STATE OF NEW YORK

5218

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 19, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SCARCELLA- SPANTON -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to authorizing the
comm ssi oner of education to inplenent a purple star school s program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 305 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 63 to read as foll ows:

63. The conmi ssioner shall establish a "purple star schools progrant
to recogni ze schools and school districts which denpbnstrate a comm t nent
to assisting nmlitary-connected students and their fanmlies.

a. The commi ssioner, or such conm ssioner's designee, shall designate
a school as a "purple star school” upon application of a school or
school district which:

(i) has designated a staff nenber as a mlitary |liaison whose duties
include: (A) identifying mlitary-connected students enrolled in the
district; (B) serving as the point of contact between the school or
school district and such students; (C) deternmining appropriate canpus
services available to mlitary-connected students; and (D) assisting in
coordi nating canpus prograns relevant to mlitary-connected students:;

(ii) miintains on its website an easily accessible page that includes
resources for mlitary-connected students and their famlies, including
information regarding: (A) relocation to, enrollnment at. registration
at, and transferring records to the canpus; (B) acadenic planning.
course sequences, and advanced classes available at the canpus; (Q
counseling and other support services available for mlitary-connected
students enrolled at the canpus; (D) the military liaison designated
under subparagraph (i) of this paragraph, and the liaison's duties under
such subparagraph; and (E) the state mlitary famly education |iaison
designated pursuant to section thirty-three hundred eight of this chap-

ter;
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i naintains a transition programled by students, where appropri-
ate, that assists military-connected students in transitioning into the
canpus;

(iv) offers professional developnent for staff nenbers on issues
related to mlitary-connected students;

(v) for purposes of nonitoring academ c progress of military-connected
students, includes an identifier on the student record of a mlitary-
connected student and include in the basic educational data system
reports (BEDS), the nunber of mlitary-connected students enrolled in
such school or school district; and

(vi) the board of education or other person or entity authorized to
act on behalf of the school or school district has either: (A issued a
resolution, proclamation, or other official statenment of support for
mlitary-connected students and their famlies; or (B) issued a resol-
ution, proclamation, or other official statenent recognizing the nonth
of April as the "nonth of the mlitary child" and/or the nonth of Novem
ber as "mlitary famly nonth" and has hosted events on canpus cel ebrat -
ing either or both; or (C) entered into a partnership with a mnmlitary
installation, national guard arnpry or reserve center that provides
opportunities for mlitary nmenbers to volunteer at the canpus, speak at
an _assenbly, host a field trip, or participate in such other educationa
activities as the comm ssioner or such conmi ssioner's designee deens

appropriate.
b. A school or school district may partner wth a third party to

provide those services and initiatives specified under paragraph a of
this subdivision

c. The conm ssioner may pronmulgate rules to effectuate the purposes of
this subdivision

d. As used in this subdivision, "mlitary-connected student" neans a
school -aged child enrolled in kindergarten through twelfth grade in the
househol d of an active duty nenber of the United States mlitary, a
reserve force of the United States mlitary, the organized mlitia of
this state or any other state.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




