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STATE OF NEW YORK

5207

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 19, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SCARCELLA- SPANTON -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Veterans, Hone-
land Security and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anmend the nmilitary law, in relation to establishing the "guard
our children act"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "guard our
children act".

§ 2. The nmlitary law is anmended by adding a new section 257 to read
as foll ows:

8 257. Childcare programfor New York national guard. 1. Definitions.
For the purposes of this section, the following terns shall have the
fol l owi ng nmeani ngs:

(a) "Childcare programd or "programi neans the childcare program
established pursuant to subdivision two of this section

(b) "Childcare provider" neans an entity licensed or registered to
operate under section three hundred ninety of the social services |aw

(c) "Eligible children" neans children between the ages of six weeks
and twelve vears old who are dependents of nenbers of the New York
national guard

(d) "Enrolled childcare provider" neans a childcare provider enrolled
in the program pursuant to this section

(e) "Menber" neans a nenber of the New York national gquard.

2. Establishnent and purpose. The division of mlitary and naval
affairs, in conjunction with the office of children and fanmly services,

shall develop and inplenent a childcare programto benefit nenbers of
the New York national guard in accordance with the provisions of this
section. Such program shall provide nenbers of the New York national

guard assistance in locating, selecting, and offsetting the cost of

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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civilian childcare when on-base <childcare is not available to such
nenbers.

3. Online database. 1n developing the childcare program pursuant to
subdi vision two of this section, the division of nilitary and naval
affairs, in conjunction with the office of children and fanmly services,
shall create an online database that is accessible to all nenbers of the
New York national guard and childcare providers in the state, and that
shall contain:

(a) A nmethod for any nenber to submt family information, including
information on any eligible children in such nenber's famly, and where-
by such nenber nmay quickly activate a request for childcare under the
program when such nenber is called to active service;

(b) Alist of all qualifying criteria, identification, and eligibility
requirenents that are needed for nmenbers to apply for subsidies under
the program

(c) An application process for childcare providers to enroll in the
program

(d) A searchable list of childcare providers that have been accepted
into the program including details on each such childcare provider that
the division of mnmilitary and naval affairs and the office of children
and famly services shall deemuseful to nenbers seeking a childcare
provi der under the program

(e) Eligibility requirenents for childcare providers seeking to enrol
in the program and

f A subsidy calculator the nenbers may use to calculate the anount
of subsidies such nenber is eligible for under the program

4. Eliqgibility. (a) In order for a nenber to participate in the
program requested childcare for eligible children shall be consistent
and have a fixed schedule. Additionally. non-school aged children shal
be enrolled in a mninmumof six hours of care per week during the schoo
yvear, and a mninmum of sixteen hours of care per week during schoo
sunmer breaks. Drop-in care shall not be covered by the program

(b) The division of mlitary and naval affairs, in conjunction wth
the office of children and family services, shall develop any additiona
eligibility requirenents for nenbers to receive subsidies under the
program and for childcare providers seeking to enroll in the program

5. Subsidies. (a) An active service nenber of the New York national
guard who neets the eligibility requirenents for the program established
pursuant to subdivision four of this section shall be entitled to
receive a subsidy for use of a childcare provider enrolled in the
program

(b) The subsidy anpunt authorized for each individual nenber shall be
cal cul ated based on the excess nonthly fee for the enrolled childcare
provi der chosen by such nenber, after application of any other childcare
supplenent received by such nenber from the federal departnent of
defense, up to a cap of seventeen hundred dollars per eligible child per
nont h.

(c) Al childcare costs shall be processed directly to the childcare
provider and processed in accordance with the program policies, depend-
ent on subm ssion of conpleted attendance sheets. No paynents shall be
guaranteed until a final approval certificate has been sent to both the
nenber and childcare provider. It shall be the responsibility of both
the nmenber and childcare provider to review all approvals made for accu-
racy and to report any inaccuracies as soon as possible.

6. Dissemination of information. The division of mlitary and naval
affairs, in conjunction with the office of children and fanmly services,




OCoO~NOUIRWN P

S. 5207 3

shall create and dissemnate informational materials regarding the
availability of aid provided under the programto nenbers of the New
York national guard., which shall include infornmation on where and how to
apply for such aid.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a |law. Effective inmediately, the addition, amendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted
on or before such effective date.




