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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 19, 2025

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to establishing a deaf
and hard of hearing outreach program to facilitate comunication
bet ween | aw enforcenent and deaf and hard of hearing individuals

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 837-y
to read as foll ows:

8§ 837-y. Deaf and hard of hearing outreach program 1. As used in this
section, the following terns shall have the follow nhg nmeani ngs:

(a) "Deaf and hard of hearing" shall nean a person who has partial or
conplete loss of hearing, including individuals who are deaf-blind.

(b) "Visor communication card" shall nean such identification as
issued by the division which identifies the driver as deaf and hard of
hearing, as defined in this section., and which details the appropriate
procedures for assisting a deaf and hard of hearing driver during a
traffic stop as pronulgated by the division pursuant to this section.

2. The division shall develop and nmaintain visor comruni cation cards
for the purpose of inproving communication between law enforcenent and
deaf and hard of hearing individuals. Any person residing in this state

shall, upon request, be issued a visor comunication of a design
approved by the conmissioner. Application for such visor comrunication
card shall be filed with the division in such form and detail as the
commi ssioner shall prescribe.

3. The division shall make available an electronic version of the
visor conmmuni cation card on their website. The division shall dissem

inate for the purpose of posting such electronic version to |aw enforce-
nent agencies and other state agencies where the public may obtain
information regarding notor vehicle registration and |licenses.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.
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