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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 18, 2025

Introduced by Sen. HARCKHAM -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Transportation -- recom
mtted to the Committee on Transportation in accordance with Senate
Rule 6, sec. 8 -- conmttee discharged, bill anmended, ordered
reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as amended and reconmmitted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the transportation law, in relation to creating a road
salt reduction policies and applicator training programand requiring
the training of state agencies and state contractors which use road
sal t

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The transportation |aw is anmended by adding a new section
23 to read as foll ows:

8 23. Road salt reduction policies and applicator training program 1
(a) For the purposes of this section, the term"road salt" shall nean a
mneral formof sodiumchloride which nelts snow and ice by |lowering the
freezing point of water.

(b) The conmissioner, in consultation with the conm ssioner of envi-
ronmental conservation, shall, no later than Decenber first, two thou-
sand twenty-seven, establish a set of conprehensive road salt reduction
policies and standards to include, but not be linited to, reasonable
application nethods, techniques, rates and frequencies to neasurably
reduce road salt applied to public roadways. enhancenent of w nter road
nai nt enance | evels of service and best nmanagenent practices, and noni-
toring and operational plan goals, objectives, and activities.

2. (a) The comm ssioner shall, no later than Decenber first, two thou-
sand twenty-eight, design a road salt applicator training programto
train road salt applicators in neeting the standards of the road salt
reduction policies established pursuant to subdivision one of this

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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section. Such road salt applicator training program shall include, but
need not be limted to:

(i) Instruction in the science of road salt, granular road salt alter-
natives and road salt pollution;

(ii) Training materials regarding the environnental and hunman health
inpacts of road salt;

(iii) Best practices for the application of sodiumchloride to roads,
parking lots, and sidewal ks, such as the establishnent of baseline stan-
dards for salt application policies and practices for w nter managenent

oper ations;
(iv) Use of state of the art equipnent for snow and ice renvoval;

(v) Use of nonitoring technologies for annual reporting of road salt
use by | ocation;

(vi) A plan of action for the reduction or elimnation of sodiumchlo-
ride pollution in environnentally sensitive areas;

(vii) A verification process for assuring best practices are being
inpl enented and shall continue to be inplenented;

(viii) The use of road salt alternatives; and

(ix) A process for certification of trained and approved applicators,
including particular locations for in-person training, and a tine period
within which to conplete continuing training requirenents.

(b) In creating the road salt applicator training program the conmm s-
sioner shall wuse best efforts to review current prograns and research
bei ng conducted in the state.

(c) Increating the road salt application training program the
conm ssioner shall consider the ability to open the training to al
applicators applying road salt on public roadways., driveways and parking
| ots.

3. The conmi ssioner shall prepare and subnmit to the governor, the
tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly. the
mnority |leaders of the senate and assenmbly, and the chairs of the
senate and assenbly conmittees on transportation, on or before Decenber
first, two thousand twenty-nine, a report containing the departnent's
findings and recommendations following the inplenentation of the road
salt applicator training program established pursuant to subdivision two
of this section that include, but are not limted to:

(a) Recommendations for expanding the availability of the training
progr am

(b) Recommendations regarding fundi ng options or assistance to locali-
ties for purchase of state of the art equipnent for the application of
road salt;

(c) Findings, using existing data and information, regarding | ocations
in the state where road salt contami nation may be a threat to the envi-
ronnent, property or human health, to the extent that such informtion
is available fromthe departnent of environnental conservation and the
departnent of health;

(d) Findings regarding the use of similar prograns in other states;
and

e) Findings regarding costs associated with conducting such program

4. Effective January first, two thousand twenty-nine, the departnent,
every state agency, and every state contractor which applies road salt
on state roads, driveways and parking lots shall use the training nate-
rials established in subdivision two of this section to train and inform
enpl oyees on the best practices of applying road salt.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




