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STATE OF NEW YORK

4944

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 14, 2025

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Investigati ons and Govern-
ment Qperations

AN ACT to anmend the tax law, in relation to requiring nedallion agents
to manage paynents of the congestion surcharge

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision (a) of section 1299-b of the tax law, as
anended by section 3 of part R of chapter 59 of the laws of 2021, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(a) Notwi thstanding any provision of law to the contrary, any person
that dispatches a notor vehicle by any neans that provides transporta-
tion that is subject to a surcharge inposed by this article, including
transportation network conpanies as defined in article forty-four-B of
the vehicle and traffic law, shall be liable for the surcharge inposed
by this article,_ except where agents licensed by the taxi and |inousine
comm ssion are authorized on behalf of nedallion owners to manage the
nedal | ions and/or nmeke paynents of the surcharge as laid out in article
twenty-nine-A of this chapter, such agents are solely liable for making
these paynents absent a good faith dispute of the anpbunt owed. Were
agents licensed by the taxi and |linousine conm ssion are authorized on
behal f of nedallion owners to nmanage the nedallions and/or nmake paynents
of the netropolitan transportation authority inprovenent zone surcharge
such agents are entitled to make batch paynments of all nedallions
managed with an accounting of each nedallion trip represented in the
batch paynent, except that in the case of taxicab trips and HAIL vehicle
trips that are al so subject to tax pursuant to article twenty-nine-A of
this chapter:

(1) [a2] A TSP that collected the trip record and trip fare shall wth-
hold fromdaily collections the surcharges due on such trips, and shal
wi t hhol d from such coll ections the surcharges due on cash trips. If the
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TSP's daily collections, after retaining any fees to which it is enti-
tled pursuant to a contract with such taxicab owner or HAIL vehicle
owner, are insufficient to cover the surcharges due on such cash trips,
the TSP shall withhold an amount from subsequent daily collections, to
the extent funds are available, until all surcharges due for a nonthly
period have been wthheld. [If a TSP is unable to withhold all the
surcharges due in a nonthly period, it shall wthhold such wunw thheld
surcharges from daily collections in the next nonthly period. A TSP
shall be jointly liable for the surcharge inposed by this article for
all trips for which the TSP collected the trip record, but shall be
relieved of liability for any surcharges attributable to cash trips for
which it was unable to wi thhold the surcharges because there were insuf-
ficient daily collections during twelve successive nonthly peri ods.

(2) The TSP shall be responsible for filing nonthly returns reporting
t he surcharges due on all trips for which it <collected trip records,
shall remt the surcharges withheld on all such trips and shall report
any unwi t hhel d surcharges due because of insufficient daily collections
to cover the tax due on cash trips. For purposes of this section, the
terns "taxicab trips,” "HAIL vehicle trips,"” "taxicab owner," "HAIL
base,""TSP* and "cash trip" shall have the sane neaning as they do in
section twelve hundred eighty of this chapter

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



