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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 14, 2025

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Cities 1

AN ACT to anmend the administrative code of the city of New York, in
relation to requiring the departnent of sanitation to renbve any snow
or ice accurmulation in front of fire hydrants

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 15-205 of the administrative code of the city of
New York, as anended by | ocal |aw nunber 149 of the city of New York for
the year 2016 and paragraph 2 of subdivision b as anended by local |aw
nunber 80 of the city of New York for the year 2020, is anmended to read
as follows:

§ 15-205 Cbstruction of fire hydrants. a. For the purposes of this
section, the term "fire hydrant street area" neans, with respect to a
fire hydrant, any space that is |ocated:

1. In a street; and

2. Between the center of such street and a line that (i) is 20 feet in
length, (ii) has such hydrant at its center point and (iii) runs paral-
lel to the curb nearest such hydrant.

b. 1. It shall be unlawful in any nanner to obstruct the use of any
fire hydrant, or to throwor pile, or allow any snow or ice or other
material or thing to be throw or piled (i) upon a fire hydrant, (ii)
within two feet of a fire hydrant or (iii) within a fire hydrant street
area. Al material or things found obstructing any fire hydrant [say—be
forthwith] shall be renpved by the officers or enployees of the depart-
ment, at the risk, cost and expense, of the [ewier—lessee—ortenant—of
the—prem-ses—i+ronting—such—hydrant] departnent of sanitation.

2. No newsstand may be located within ten feet fromeither side of a
fire hydrant, except that this prohibition shall not apply to any news-
stand which was first |licensed by the department of consuner and worker
protection before August 1, 1979, where the person who held the |icense
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for such newsstand on August 1, 1991 continues to be the I|icensee for
such newsstand; provided, however, that where a newsstand which was
first licensed before August 1, 1979 is reconstructed in its entirety or
in substantial part, which reconstruction was comrenced on or after
August 1, 1991, such newsstand shall be subject to such prohibition

c. Al snow and ice accurmulating within a space identified in para-
graph 1 of subdivision b of this section shall be renpved by the [ewdrerr

lessee——or—tepant—eottheprem-ses—rentbing—sueh—spase—withipn—teour—hovrs
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] departnent of sanitation.

d. Notwi thstandi ng section 15-216, a violation or knowi ng violation of
this section shall be punishable in the sane nanner as a violation of
subdi vi sion a of section 16-123, except that a knowing violation of
subdivision b of this section may in addition be punishable by inprison-
ment not to exceed one day.

e. In addition to the departnent, the departnent of sanitation nmay
enforce the provisions of this section.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




