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STATE OF NEW YORK

4789

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 12, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SANDERS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anmend the famly court act, in relation to training require-
ments for attorneys appointed to represent a child in certain
proceedi ngs

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs 2 and 3 of subdivision (a) of section 249-b of
the famly court act, paragraph 2 as added and paragraph 3 as anended by
chapter 476 of the | aws of 2009, are anended and a new paragraph 4 is
added to read as foll ows:

2. provide for the devel opnent of training progranms with the input of
and in consultation with the state office for the prevention of domestic
vi ol ence. Such training progranms nust include an overview of juvenile
delinquency law and procedure the dynamics of domestic violence and its
effect on victins and on children, and the relationship between such
dynamics and the issues considered by the court, including, but not
limted to, custody, visitation and child support. Such training
prograns along wth the providers of such training nust be approved by
the office of court administration follow ng consultation with and i nput
fromthe state office for the prevention of donestic viol ence; and

3. require that all attorneys for children, including new and veteran
attorneys, receive initial training for a period of six hours and ongo-
ing training as prescribed by the court as provided for in this
section[-]; and

4. encourage public defender offices and agencies that provide repre-
sentation in proceedings under this section to provide training on juve-
nile delinguency issues that the state bar has approved for continuing
| egal education credit.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
LBD04727-01-5



