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STATE OF NEW YORK

4784

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 12, 2025

Introduced by Sens. SKOUFIS, CLEARE, RAMOS -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Judici-
ary

AN ACT to amend the fanmily court act, in relation to elimnating judi-
cial inmmunity or quasi-judicial immunity for certain third parties who
provide a report or finding to the fanmly court

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The famly court act is anmended by adding a new section 170
to read as foll ows:

8 170. Judicial and quasi-judicial immnity. 1. The doctrine of judi-
cial immnity or quasi-judicial immunity shall not apply to exonerate
any private third party appointed by the court in an advisory capacity
based on their professional expertise, who provides a report or findings
to the court in a proceeding under this act, from liability for acts
performed within the scope of their appointnent in violation of |aw,
rules of court, or professional standards.

2. This section shall apply to private individuals such as specia
masters, mnor's counsel, investigators, therapists, evaluators, receiv-
ers, bankruptcy trustees, experts, factfinders, and other persons
specifically appointed by the court in an advisory capacity based on
their professional training or expertise.

3. This section shall not apply to any judicial officer, subordinate
judicial officer, arbitrator, or public enployee protected by the
doctrine of judicial inmmunity or gquasi-judicial inmunity.

4. During a civil, crimnal, or admnistrative investigation or
proceeding in which a court appointee's alleged nmi sconduct, as described
in subdivision one of this section, is at issue, any statutes of limta-
tion applicable to the underlying, or other related, civil litigation
shall be tolled
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5. Notwi thstanding any other |aw, any applicable statutes of linta-
tion shall be tolled in an action for recovery of danmages for alleged
m sconduct perpetrated by a court appointee, as described in subdivision
one of this section, while the person seeking relief was a nnor.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




