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STATE OF NEW YORK

4695

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 11, 2025

Introduced by Sen. CLEARE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to enacting the
i ntergenerational poverty nitigation act

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The social services law is anended by adding a new article
10-E to read as fol |l ows:
ARTICLE 10-E
| NTERGENERATI ONAL POVERTY M Tl GATI ON ACT
Section 484. Short title.
484-a. Definitions.
484-b. New York intergenerational welfare reform commi ssion.
484-c. Establishnent of intergenerational poverty plan inplenen-
tation pilot program

8 484. Short title. This article shall be known as the "I ntergenera-
tional poverty mitigation act."

8 484-a. Definitions. As used in this article:

1. "Cycle of poverty" or "poverty cycle" neans the set of factors or
events by which the long-term poverty of a person is likely to continue
and be experienced by each child of the person when the child becones an
adult unless there is outside intervention.

2. (a) "Intergenerational poverty" neans poverty in which two or nore
successive generations of a family continue in the cycle of poverty and
gover nnent dependence.

(b) "Intergenerational poverty" does not include situational poverty
that: (i) is generally traceable to a specific incident or tine period
within the lifetine of a person; and (ii) is not continued to the next
generati on.

3. "Poverty" neans the state of a person who lacks a usual or socially
acceptable anmpbunt of noney or material possessions as denpnstrated by

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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the person's incone |level being at or belowthe United States poverty
level as defined by the npost recently revised poverty incone guidelines
published by the United States departnent of health and hunman services.

8 484-b. New York intergenerational welfare reform conmission. 1
There is hereby created the New York intergenerational welfare reform
conm ssion conposed of the following nine nenbers: (a) one nenber
appoi nted by the conmm ssioner; (b) two nenbers to be appointed by the
governor; (c) three nenbers to be appointed by the tenporary president
of the senate; and (d) three nenbers to be appointed by the speaker of
the assenbly.

2. The appointee of the conmissioner shall serve as chair of the
conm ssion. The chair is responsible for: (a) the call and conduct of
neetings at least four tinmes per year; (b) calling additional neetings
upon request by a nmajority of the commi ssion's nenbers; and (c) del egat -
ing duties to other nmenbers of the conm ssion.

3. Amjority of the nenbers of the comm ssion constitutes a quorum of
the conmi ssion at any neeting and the action of the majority of nenbers
present is the action of the conm ssion.

4. The departnent shall provide staff support to the conmmi ssion as
r equest ed.

5. The commi ssion's purpose is to: (a) collaborate in sharing and
analyzing data and information regarding intergenerational poverty in
the state with a prinmary focus on data and information regarding chil-
dren who are at risk of continuing the cycle of poverty and welfare
dependency unless outside intervention is nmade; (b) exam ne and analyze
shared data and information regarding intergenerational poverty, includ-
ing the data provided by the intergenerational poverty report, to iden-
tify and devel op effective and efficient plans, progranms, and reconmen-
dations to help at-risk children in the state escape the cycle of
poverty and wel fare dependency, which may include avoiding honel essness
anong children at risk of remaining in poverty; (c) inplenent data-dri-
ven policies and prograns addressing poverty, public assistance, educa-

tion, and other areas as needed to neasurably reduce the incidence of
children in the state who remain in the cycle of poverty and welfare

dependency as they becone adults; and (d) establish and facilitate
i nproved cooperation between policymakers in_rescuing children from
intergenerational poverty and wel fare dependency.

6. The commission shall: (a) study, evaluate, and report on the status
and effectiveness of policies, procedures, and prograns that provide
services to children in the state affected by intergenerational poverty
and wel fare dependency; (b) study and evaluate the policies rocedures
and prograns inplenented by other states and nongovernnental entities
that address the needs of children affected by intergenerational poverty
and wel fare dependency; (c) identify policies, procedures, and programns,
including any lack of interagency data sharing, lack of policy coordi-
nation, or current federal requirenents, that are inpeding efforts to
help children in the state affected by intergenerational poverty escape
the poverty cycle and welfare dependency and recomend changes to such

olicies and procedures; (d) create an ongoing five- and ten-year | an
which is updated annually, containing neasurable goals and benchnarks,
including future action needed to attain those goals and benchmarks. for
decreasing the incidence of intergenerational poverty anpbng the state's
children., including reducing the incidence of honel essness anpng chil -
dren affected by intergenerational poverty and increasing the nunber of
the state's children who escape the poverty cycle and wel fare dependen-
cy: (e) inplenent polic rocedure, and program changes to address the
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needs of children affected by intergenerational poverty and hel p those
children escape the poverty cycle and welfare dependency. including, as

available over tine, data to track the effectiveness of each change; (f)
recommend policy, procedure, and program changes to address the needs of
children affected by intergenerational poverty and to help those chil-
dren escape the poverty cycle and welfare dependency. including the
steps that will be required to nake the recommended changes and whet her
further action is required by the legislature; and (g) provide a forum
for public comment and participation in efforts to help children in the
state escape the cycle of poverty and welfare dependency.

7. To acconplish its duties, the conmmssion may: (a) request and
receive from any state or local governnental agency or institution,
information relating to poverty in the state, including: reports,
audits, data, projections and statistics; and (b) appoint special
commttees, to advise and assist the comm ssion; provided that nenbers
of such special commttee shall be appointed by the conm ssion and nmay
be: (i) nenbers of the conm ssion; or (ii) individuals fromthe private
or public sector;

8 484-c. Establishnent of intergenerational poverty plan inplenenta-
tion pilot program

1. There is hereby established an intergenerational poverty plan
inplenentation pilot program to encourage counties to inplenent |oca
solutions to address intergenerational poverty.

2. A county or a group of contiguous counties nmay submt a proposal to

the departnent to participate in the program Such proposals for partic-
ipation shall specify: (a) outcones that will address intergenerational

poverty that the county ains to achieve with such program (b) netrics
that would be used to neasure progress toward the specified outcones;
(c) baseline neasurenents for each specified outcone and the netric

agai nst which progress will be neasured; and (d) the total anount of
noney needed to achi eve the specified outcones.
3. The departnent shall: (a) specify the format for a proposal; (b)

set a deadline for a county or group of counties to submit a proposal
(c) define criteria for selecting a county or group of counties to

participate in the program which may include: (i) a significant nunber
of individuals wthin the county or group of counties experiencing
intergenerational poverty; (ii) an established strategic plan to address
intergenerational poverty: (iii) evidence of strong engagenent and | ead-
ership; and (iv) partnerships with groups overseeing human services,
early chil dhood services public health, education, econom c devel opnent,

behavi oral health and juvenile justice.
4, One vyear after the effective date of this section, the departnent

shall select at |least one county or group of counties to serve as the
pilot program location., and shall be authorized to grant any appropri-
ated funds to such county or group of counties to achieve the pilot
programindi cators and outcones.

5. A county or group of counties that receives a grant under the pil ot
program shall: (a) provide a cash or in-kind match that is equal to at
|l east twenty-five percent of the anpunt of the grant; (b) use the funds
provided by the program and the cash or in-kind match for purposes
approved by the departnent; and (c) report quarterly to the departnent
on progress regarding the indicators and outcones described this
section.

6. The departnent shall issue a report annually detailing a
description of the program including the nunber and anpbunts of grants
awarded, the recipients of the grants, and an evaluation of the progress
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grant recipients have made toward the indicators and outcones described
in this section.

7. The departnent shall have the power: (a) to nmake such pilot program
permanent if the departnent determi nes the program has been successf ul
and (b) to expand the pilot programto an additional county or counties
after the initial one-year pilot program

§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




