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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 10, 2025

I ntroduced by Sens. GOUNARDES, BROUK, CLEARE, COVRI E, FERNANDEZ, G ANAR-
IS, GONZALEZ, HARCKHAM HI NCHEY, JACKSON, MAY, MAYER, MYRI E, PARKER
RAMOS, C. RYAN, SALAZAR, SERRANO, SKOUFI'S, SUTTON, WEBB, ZELLNER --
read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be committed to
the Committee on Elections -- conmmittee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anended and reconmtted to said committee --
reconmtted to the Conmttee on Elections in accordance wth Senate
Rule 6, sec. 8 -- reported favorably fromsaid commttee and conmitted
to the Committee on Finance -- commttee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to providing a renedy for
el ection disruptions

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The election law is anended by adding a new section 3-109
to read as foll ows:

8 3-109. Disruption; additional tinme for voting; publicity of renedy.
1. (a) In the event that early voting or election day voting at one or
nore polling places is disrupted prior to the close of polls on any day
of election for a duration exceeding one hour, the board of elections
shall toll, adjust, and extend the scheduled tinefrane for voting on
that day of election to account for the lost tine to voters of all such
i npact ed el ection districts. For the purposes of this section,
"disruption"” shall nean an obstruction or interruption at a polling
place that causes voters of at |east one election district to be unable
to vote for a period of tine exceeding one hour during a scheduled tine-
frame for voting.

(b) Pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subdivision, in the event of a
disruption to early voting or election day voting at one or nore polling
pl aces, such scheduled tinefrane for voting shall be tolled, beginning
fromthe actual tinme of commencenent of the disruption to voting, or, if

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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such actual tinme is not agreed upon by the board of elections conm s-
sioners, beginning at the latest fromthe tine a report of such delay or

disruption is first electronically transnmitted or tel ephonically comu-
nicated to the board of elections. Such tolling shall continue until
such tinme as the disruption to voting has ended and the inpacted polling
pl aces have reopened for voting., or the tine for the scheduled close of
polls on that day of election, whichever occurs first. The schedul ed
tineframe for voting shall then be adjusted, accordingly, for each such
polling place, and extended on that day of election, or, if extending
the tinmeframe for voting at such polling places on that day of election,
would be adm nistratively inpracticable, such additional tine for voting
shall be scheduled on the next day for voting or a successive day for
voting scheduled for the sane election, but not later than el ection day,
in the sanme polling place or, if such polling place is unavailable, at
alternative |locations that may be designated as polling places pursuant
to the provisions of section 4-104 of this chapter and is, to the extent
practicable, in close proximty to the disrupted polling places, to
account for the lost tine at all such inpacted polling places.

(c) In any polling place in which a voting nmachine or voting system
was used prior to a disruption, such nmachine or systemshall be used for
the additional tine for voting unless found to be inoperable, in which
case the provisions of section 7-120 of this chapter shall apply.
Except as directed by the board of elections, the original seal on such
machi nes shall not be renpved nor shall the nachines be unlocked until
the reopening of the polls and the board of elections shall provide
additional seals as necessary to be used as soon as the polls are closed
on such day. The state board of elections shall pronmulgate rules and/or
reqgulations to ensure the fair, transparent. and uniform adm nistration
of this section.

2. (a) In the event that the scheduled tinefrane for early voting or
election day voting at one or nore polling places is extended pursuant
to subdivision one of this section, the board of elections shall, in
coordination wth the state board of elections, nake use of all reason-
abl e neans and channels of conmunications to publicize the polling plac-
es inpacted. indicating the duration and tinefrane of any such corre-

sponding extension, including a conspicuous witten notice posted
outside of such inpacted polling place. At a mininum such information
shal | be nmade available publicly on the state and |ocal board of

el ections' websites and communicated electronically or telephonically to
the foll ow ng:

(i) the bipartisan co-executive directors of the state board of
el ections;

(ii) the <civil rights bureau of the office of the attorney general
and

(iii) any candidate or conmttee with candidates or questions appear-
ing on a ballot to be voted upon in any such polling place inpacted. or
the designated agent of such candidate or conmttee.

(b) The state or local board of elections shall enploy best efforts to
informlocal nmedia, and are authorized to informlocal news nedia organ-
izations and non-partisan civic organizations and conmunity-based groups
including nedia and civic organizations primarily serving prevalent
| anguage-mnority conmmunities, and utilize free or paid traditional
website, and social nedia channels and networks, including officia
advisory or public notification tools or websites nade avail able by the
i npacted county or municipalities to informthe voting public of the

correspondi ng extension and the renmaining opportunities to vote.
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3. Any Dballots cast by eligible voters during an extended tinefrane
for voting shall not be segregated fromother ballots cast by eligible
voters or subject to challenge or judicial review on the basis that such
ballots were untinely cast; provided, however, that this subdivision
shall not prejudice the right of any registered voter eligible to vote
at such a disrupted polling place, or any candidate or commttee with
candidates or questions appearing on a ballot to be voted upon in any
such polling place, to seek independent judicial relief for an order
extending the tineframe for voting pursuant to subdivision one of this
section.

8 2. Subdivision 2 of section 8-100 of the election |law, as separately
anended by chapter 6 and section 1 of part BBB of chapter 55 of the |aws
of 2019, is anmended to read as foll ows:

2. Polls shall be open for voting during the follow ng hours: a prinma-
ry election fromsix o' clock in the norning until nine o'clock in the
eveni ng; the general election fromsix o' clock in the morning until nine
o' clock in the evening; a special election called by the governor pursu-
ant to the public officers |aw, and, except as otherw se provided by
| aw, every other election, fromsix o' clock in the norning until nine
o'clock in the evening; early voting hours shall be as provided in title
six of this article. Early voting times shall be as provided in section
8-600 of this article. In the event of a disruption to voting, the board
of elections is authorized to toll, adjust, and extend the tinmefranme for
voting pursuant to section 3-109 of this chapter.

8§ 3. Section 8-102 of the election lawis amended by adding a new
subdivision 3 to read as foll ows:

3. In the event that early voting or election day voting for one or
nore election districts or poll sites is disrupted prior to the close of
polls on any day of election for a duration exceeding one hour, the
polling place coordinator, election district chairperson, or, if such
persons are unavailable, any inspector of election, shall imediately
notify the board of elections. There shall be a presunption of a
violation of subdivision one of section 17-212 of this chapter when any
person, by comr ssion or omi ssion, intentionally frustrates the purposes
of this section.

8 4. Paragraph (f) of subdivision 4 of section 8-600 of the el ection
| aw, as added by chapter 480 of the laws of 2023, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

(f) If the location of an early voting polling place as designated
pursuant to paragraph (e) of this subdivision changes prior to such
early wvoting period, notice shall be provided to all affected eligible
voters no later than five days prior to such voting period in accordance
with the comunication plan established pursuant to subdivision five of
this section or as soon as practicable if such | ocation change occurs
within five days of the comencenent of such early voting period;
provi ded, however, no such | ocation change may occur within forty-eight
hours of such conmencenent unless there is any disaster within the nmean-
ing of section 3-108 of this chapter or disruption within the nmeaning of
section 3-109 of this chapter or a declared state of energency by the
governor or any court of conpetent jurisdiction in the county where the
polling place is |ocated.

8 5. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




