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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 7, 2025

Introduced by Sens. SALAZAR, COWRIE, MJRRAY, MYRIE, ROLISON -- read
twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmtted to the

Committee on Crine Victins, Crine and Correction -- reconmitted to the
Committee on Crine Victinms, Crine and Correction in accordance with
Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- conmittee discharged, bill anended, ordered

reprinted as amended and recomritted to said committee

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to reports and awards by
the office of victimservices

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "survivors first act™

§ 2. Section 623 of the executive law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 18-a to read as foll ows:

18-a. To publicize through the office, state, county, and municipa
crimnal justice agencies, statewide coalitions, victimservice provid-
ers, survivor support agencies, hospitals, nedical, nental health or
ot her counseling service providers, local prograns for crinme victinms,
and other public or private agencies, the existence of the prograns
funded by the office, including the procedures for obtaining conpen-
sation from the office as defined in section six hundred twenty-five-a
of this article.

8 3. Subdivision 20 of section 623 of the executive |law, as amended by
chapter 489 of the laws of 2014, is amended to read as foll ows:

20. To render [each—year] annually to the governor [and], to the
legislature, and to the public via the office's website, on or before
Decenber first of each year, a witten report on the office's activities
including, but not limted to, specific information on each of the
subdi vi sions of this section. [Sueh]

(a) The annual report shall also include but not be limted to infor-
mation regarding crine victimservice prograns, including:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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[65-] (i) the prograns funded by the office;

[2] (i) other sources of funding for <crinme victins service
pr ogr ans;

[3>] (iii) an assessnent of the adequacy of the current Ilevel of
appropriation to the office to neet the reasonable needs of crine
victinms service progranms for funding under section six hundred thirty-
one-a of this article; and

[41] (iv) an estimate of the reasonable needs of prograns in the next
fiscal year.

(b) The annual report shall also include but not be linmted to infor-
mation regarding the office's performance neasures, including:

(i) the nunber of claimapplications filed with the office;

(ii) the nunber of clains accepted, including disaggregated data
denoting the clains accepted by type, for eligibility determ nations;

(iii) the nunber of <clains rejected. including disaggregated data
denoting the categorical reasons for clainms rejected;

(iv) the nunber of clainms resulting in no award decisions, including
di saggregated data denoting the categorical reasons for no award deci -
si ons;

(v) the nunber of clains awarded, including disaggregated data denot-
ing the claimtype for clainms awarded;

(vi) anonynmized data denoting the race, gender. age. sexual orien-
tation. and county of residence for claim applications filed. <clains
accepted, clains rejected, clains resulting in no award deci sions, and
clai s awar ded;

(vii) anonyni zed data denoting the crine involved in claim applica-
tions filed, clains accepted, clains rejected, clains resulting in no
award decisions, and clains awarded; and

(viii) the average tine between the office receiving an application,
the determnation of eligibility, and the first award to the victim

(c) After Decenber thirty-first, two thousand twenty-five, pursuant to
paragraph (a) of subdivision one of section six hundred thirty-one, the
annual report shall also include but not be limted to infornmation
regarding the records indicating the commission of a crine, including:

(i) the nunber of <clainms using the records of a support agency for
survivors of crime, including disaggregated data denoting the categori-
cal type of support agency for survivors of crine; and

(ii) the nunber of <clains using the records of a crimnal justice
agency, including disaggregated data denoting the categorical type of
crimnal justice agency.

(d) The annual report shall also include but not be limted to infor-
mation regarding the office's performance of the duty of publicization
pursuant to subdivision eighteen-a of this section.

8 4. Subdivisions 1 and 1-a of section 625-a of the executive |aw,
subdi vision 1 as amended by section 15 of part A-1 of chapter 56 of the
| aws of 2010, and subdivision 1-a as added by chapter 416 of the | aws of
1979, are anended to read as foll ows:

1. [Bxery] The office shall supply informative booklets, panphlets and
other pertinent witten information, including infornmation cards, to
every police station, precinct house, support agency for survivors of
crime as defined in paragraph (c) of subdivision one of section six
hundred thirty-one of this article after Decenber thirty-first, two
thousand twenty-five, any appropriate |ocation where a crime may be
reported and any location required by the rules and regulations of the
office [ e } e—-A } e he
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suppted—by—theoffiee], relating to the availability of crime victins

conmpensation including all necessary application blanks required to be
filed with the office [and—shall—display—pronnenty], and to supply
posters giving notification of the existence and general provisions of
this article, those provisions of the penal law that prohibit the intim
idation of crime victins and the location of the nearest crine victim
service program The office [Aey—ssue] shall pronulgate rules and regu-
lations for the effective inplenentation of such outreach plan, which
shal |l include guidelines for the [lecatieon—-of—such] promnent display
[ ahd—shall—prowvide] of such notification posters[—appcation—toris—
o rnten—cards—and—general—inlernniion] . Every [v+e#+n+mhe—#epe#%s——a

e+re—HA—aRy—FeRnrer—whatseever]| appropriate |ocation where a crine may
be reported shall be [giver] included in the outreach plan, which shal
provide such appropriate locations with instructions regarding notice
about the rights of crinme victinse and the existence of all relevant
local wvictims assistance prograns and services pursuant to section six
hundred twenty-five-b of thls artlcle and [ seppl—ed—by—thoe—porson
-] the distribution of application

bl anks[+~] and information cards which shall <clearly state: (a) that
crime victimse may be eligible for state conpensation benefits; (b) the
address and phone nunber of the office; (c) that police and district
attorneys can help protect victinms against harassnent and intimdation;
(d) the addresses and phone nunbers of local victim service prograns,
where appropriate, or space for inserting that information; or (e) any
other information the office deens appropriate. Such cards shall be
printed and distributed by the office and shall be designed by the
offlce in consultation with | ocal police]s !

ice]. The office shall develop a systemfor
distributing a sufficient supply of the information cards referred to in
this subdivision, to all the appropriate designated |ocations, which
shall include a schedule for neeting that requirenent.

l-a. [EBwery] The office shall supply posters giving notification of
the existence and general provisions of this article, application
bl anks, and general information to every general hospital established
under the laws of this state[—whieh] that maintains facilities for
providing out-patient energency nmnedical care, and each such hospital

shall display the posters prominently in its energency room |[pesters
S 1 . F I , I I o . b
chapter] . The [ board—ray—issue—gui-delinres] office shall promulgate

rules and requlatlons for the [ location—of —such displayand shall

pFG#FSFGH—GL] effectlve |nnlenentat|on of thls [ ehapter—to—rcach—such
hoespital] subdivision.

8§ 5. Subdivisions 4 and 5 of section 631 of the executive |law, subdi-
vision 4 as amended by section 22 of part A-1 of chapter 56 of the |aws
of 2010 and subdivision 5 as anended by section 2 of part G of chapter
55 of the laws of 2025, are anended to read as foll ows:

4. (a) Any award made pursuant to this article shall be reduced by the
amount of any paynents received or to be received by the claimant as a
result of the injury fromfederal or federally financed state and | ocal
prograns.

(b) Any award nade pursuant to this article [shal] nmay be reduced by
t he anpbunt of any paynents received or to be received by the claimant as
a result of the injury [&)>] (i) fromor on behalf of the person who
conmtted the crinme, [&3] (ii) under insurance prograns mandated by

law, [&e] (i) from public funds, [&] (iv) under any contract of




OCoO~NOUIRWN P

54
55

S. 4584--A 4

i nsurance wherein the clainmant is the insured or beneficiary, [ (V)
as an emergency award pursuant to section six hundred thirty of this
article.

(c) Notwithstanding the [fe+egoing] provisions of paragraphs (a) and
(b) of this subdivision, where the person injured is a livery operator
victim because undue hardship nmay result to the claimant if i mediate
paynment is not made, any award pursuant to paragraphs (f) and (g) of
subdi vision one of section six hundred twenty-seven of this article
shal |l be granted wi thout reduction for workers' conpensation benefits to
be received, if any.

(d) Notwi thstanding the provisions of paragraphs (a) and (b) of this
subdivision, any award made pursuant to this article shall not be
reduced by the anpbunt of any paynents received or to be received by the
claimant as a result of private donations, including but not linmted to
funds raised through crowdfunding platforns.

5. (a) [Except—as—provi-ded—h—paragraph—{g—ot—thi-s—subdivision—ih

3] Notwi thstandi ng any inconsistent provision of this article, where
the person injured acted as a good samaritan, the office may, w thout
regard to the financial difficulty of the claimnt, make an award for
out - of - pocket | osses. Such award may al so i nclude conmpensation for any
| oss of property up to five thousand dollars suffered by the victim
during the course of such victims actions as a good sanaritan.

[£3] (b) Notwi thstandi ng any inconsistent provision of this article,
where a person acted as a good samaritan, and was killed as a direct
result of the crine, the office may, without regard to the financial
difficulty of the claimant, nmake a lunmp sumaward to such claimant for
actual |oss of support not to exceed thirty thousand dollars.

[£e>] (c) Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of this article,
where a police officer or firefighter, both paid and volunteer, dies
from injuries received in the Iline of duty as a direct result of a
crime, the office my, without regard to the financial difficulty of the
claimant, make an award for the unrei nbursed counseling expenses of the
eligi bl e spouse, donestic partner, parents, siblings or children of such
victim and/or t he reasonable burlal expenses incurred by the clalnant

8 6. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have become a | aw.



