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STATE OF NEW YORK

4566

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 7, 2025

Introduced by Sen. BAILEY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to the rights of
patients to receive nmedical information in an understandabl e format

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 2803 of the public health law is
anended by addi ng a new paragraph (m to read as foll ows:

(m The statenment regarding patient rights and responsibilities,
required pursuant to paragraph (g) of this subdivision, shall include a
provision infornng the patient of their right to receive information
and docunents including, but not limted to information and docunents
related to such patient's discharge, diagnosis, treatnent or test
results in plain English or in a language or format that is understand-
able to the patient or such patient's family or careqgiver. \Werever

practicable, such infornation and docunents shall avoid the wuse of
nedi cal term nology and instead use words with conmmbn and everyday nean-
ings to facilitate understandability. Such informati on and docunents

shall be in addition to the information and docunents ordinarily
received by the patient or such patient's famly or caregiver

8§ 2. Subdivision 3 of section 2803-c of the public health lawis
anended by adding a new paragraph s to read as foll ows:

s. Astatenent informing the patient of their right to receive infor-
mat i on and docunents including, but not linmted to information and docu-
nents related to such patient's discharge, diagnosis, treatnent or test
results in plain English or in a |anguage or format that is understand-

able to the patient or such patient's famly or caregiver. \Werever

practicable, such information and docunents shall avoid the use of
nedi cal term nology and instead use words with commbn and everyday nean-
ings to facilitate understandability. Such informati on and docunents

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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shall be in addition to the information and docunents ordinarily
received by the patient or such patient's fanmily or caregiver

8 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Effective i mediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade on or

bef ore such date.




