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STATE OF NEW YORK

4554- - A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 6, 2025

Introduced by Sens. SCARCELLA-SPANTON, ADDABBO, HARCKHAM  JACKSON
MAYER, PERSAUD, SKOUFIS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Cormittee on Cities 1 -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted
to said committee

AN ACT to anend the administrative code of the city of New York, in
relation to the verification of participation in the rescue, recovery,
and clean-up operations at the site of the Wrld Trade Center terror
attacks on Septenber 11, 2001

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 13-252.1 of the adm nistrative
code of the city of New York, as anmended by chapter 489 of the |aws of
2013, is amended to read as foll ows:

2. (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter or of any gener-
al, special or local law, charter, adm nistrative code or rule or regu-
lation to the contrary, if a menber who [participated] filed a tinely
notice of participation in Wrld Trade Center rescue, recovery or clean-

up operations as defined in section tw of the retirement and soci al
security | aw —and] subsequently retired [ ep—a—servce—retirenppt—an

and subsequent to such retirenment or separation is determ ned by the
[ NYCRRE] police pension fund board of trustees to have a qualifying
Wrld Trade Center condition, as defined in section two of the retire-
ment and social security law, upon such determination by the [NYCRRF]
police pension fund board of trustees, it shall be presunmed that such
disability was incurred in the performance and di scharge of duty as the
natural and proxinmate result of an accident not caused by such nenber's
own willful negligence, and that the menber woul d have been physically

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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or nentally incapacitated for the perfornmance and di scharge of duty of
the position fromwhich [ he—e+—she] the nenber retired or vested had the
condi tion been known and fully developed at the time of the nenber's
retirenent or separation from service with vested rights, unless the
contrary i s proven by conpetent evidence.

(b) The [MN¥CRRF] police pension fund board of trustees shall consider

a reclassification of the nmenber's retirenent or vesting as an acci-
dental disability retirenent effective as of the date of such reclassi-
fication.

(c) Such nenber's retirement option shall not be changed as a result
of such reclassification.

] Notwithstanding th
provisions of any general, special or local law, or admnistrative code
to the contrary, but except for the purposes of determning eligibility
for Wrld Trade Center benefits, it shall be considered presunptive
evidence that upon the tinely filing of a fully sworn notice of partic-
ipation, such nenber shall have a qualifying Wirld Trade Center condi -
tion, as defined by subdivision thirty-six of section two of the retire-
nent and social security law, unless the contrary be proved by conpetent
evi dence and adopted by a quorum of the board of trustees.

(e) The [NYCRRE] police pension fund board of trustees is hereby
aut hori zed to pronulgate rules and regulations to inplenent the
provi sions of this paragraph.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.

FI SCAL NOTE. - - Pursuant to Legislative Law, Section 50

SUMVARY: This proposed | egislation would elimnate the existing Wrld
Trade Center (WIC) verification requirenment for Tier 1 and Tier 2 POLICE
menbers and provide eligibility for WC benefits to all nenbers who
timely file a Notice of Participation.

| LLUSTRATI ON - COST DUE TO | NCl DENCE OF UNVERI FI ABLE
WI'C APPROVAL | NCREASE ( DECREASE) I N
EMPLOYER CONTRI BUTI ONS
by Fiscal Year for the first 25 years ($ in Thousands)

One | nci dent One | ncident Per Year
Year Disability Death Disability Deat h
2026 71 272 71 272
2027 71 272 141 543
2028 71 272 212 815
2029 71 272 283 1, 087
2030 71 272 354 1, 359
2031 71 272 424 1,630
2032 71 272 495 1, 902
2033 71 272 566 2,174
2034 71 272 636 2, 445
2035 71 272 707 2,717
2036 71 272 778 2,989
2037 71 272 849 3, 260
2038 71 272 919 3,532
2039 71 272 990 3, 804

2040 0 0 990 3, 804
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2041 0 0 990 3, 804
2042 0 0 990 3, 804
2043 0 0 990 3, 804
2044 0 0 990 3, 804
2045 0 0 990 3, 804
2046 0 0 990 3, 804
2047 0 0 990 3, 804
2048 0 0 990 3, 804
2049 0 0 990 3, 804
2050 0 0 990 3, 804

Enpl oyer contribution inpact beyond Fiscal Year 2050 is not shown.
Costs could vary greatly dependi ng on
t he nunmber of future nenbers who benefit
and on their length of service, age, and salary history.

The potential increases in enployer contributions will be allocated to
New York Gity.

PRESENT VALUE OF BENEFITS: The Present Value of Benefits is the
di scount ed expected val ue of benefits paid to current nenbers iif all
assunptions are net, including future service accrual and pay increases.
Future new hires are not included in this present val ue.

I NI TI AL | NCREASE ( DECREASE) | N ACTUARI AL PRESENT VALUES
as of June 30, 2024 ($ in Thousands)

Present Val ue (PV) Per Disability Per Death
(1) PV of Enployer Contributions: 598 2,297

(2) PV of Enployee Contributions: 0 0]

Total PV of Benefits (1) + (2): 598 2,297

UNFUNDED ACCRUED LIABILITY (UAL): Actuarial Accrued Liabilities are
the portion of the Present Value of Benefits allocated to past service.
Changes in UAL per incident would be recogni zed as ongoi ng gai n/| oss.

AMORTI ZATI ON OF UNFUNDED ACCRUED LI ABI LI TY

Recogni zed as Ongoi ng Gai n/ Loss Per Disability Per Death

I ncrease (Decrease) in UAL: 598 K 2,297 K
Number of Paynents: 14 14
Anorti zation Paynent: 71 K 272 K

CENSUS DATA: The nunber of nenbers who will benefit in the future from
the wverification renoval provided in this proposed legislationis
unknown. O the 31,945 Notices of Participation subnmitted to PCLICE
only 1,940 have been verified so far. There are currently approxi mately
50 known cases where WIC disability benefits were approved nedically,
but did not neet WIC verification requirenents.

The estimates presented herein are based on prelimnary census data
collected as of June 30, 2024. The census data for the population used
to devel op the average costs is summari zed bel ow.

POLI CE
Active Menbers
- Nunber Count: 1, 760
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- Average Age: 52.6

- Average Servi ce: 27.5

- Average Sal ary: 185, 600

Recei ving Menbers (within 25 years of retirenent)
- Number Count: 23,277

- Average Age: 55.1

| MPACT ON MEMBER BENEFITS: Currently, Tier 1 and Tier 2 New York City
Pol i ce Pension Fund (PCLICE) nenbers who file a WIC Notice of Partic-
i pation nust also provide information about their participation in WC
rescue, recovery or clean-up operations, which is reviewed and verifi ed,
before beconing eligible for WIC benefits.

Under the proposed legislation, the verification process would no
| onger be required. Instead, all nmenbers who filed a tinmely WIC Notice
of Participation, irrespective of duties performed during the applicable
period, would be granted a presunption that they have net the require-
ments of WIC participation.

For purposes of this Fiscal Note, an incident represents a menber
whose WIC participation would be wunverifiable and therefore benefits
fromthis proposed | egislation upon disability or death.

The current deadline to file a WIC Notice of Participation is Septem
ber 11, 2026. Additional costs for future menbers who may file a Notice
of Participation if this proposed |egislation were to be passed are not
included in this Fiscal Note.

The right of a vested nenber to file for WIC disability benefits may
be inadvertently deleted from the |aw and would, under the proposed
legislation, require retirenent as eligibility for WC benefits. This
may warrant consideration under the New York State Constitution

ASSUVPTIONS AND METHODS: The estimates presented herein have been
cal cul ated based on the Revised 2021 Actuarial Assunptions and Methods
of the inpacted retirenent systens.

The <cost of this proposed | egislation could vary greatly dependi ng on
the nunber of future menbers who benefit and on their I ength of service,
age, and salary history. The estimated financial inpact for active
menbers who becone di sabl ed has been cal cul ated assum ng 50% woul d have
retired under an ordinary disability benefit, and 50% woul d have conti n-
ued working if the proposed | egislation were not passed.

Rl SK AND UNCERTAI NTY: The costs presented in this Fiscal Note depend
highly on the actuarial assunptions, nethods, and nodels used, deno-
graphics of the inpacted popul ation, and other factors such as invest-
ment, contribution, and other risks. If actual experience deviates from
actuarial assunptions, the actual <costs could differ from those
presented herein. Quantifying these risks is beyond the scope of this
Fi scal Note.

This Fiscal Note is intended to neasure pension-related inpacts and
does not include other potential costs (e.g., admnistrative and O her
Post enpl oynment Benefits). This Fiscal Note does not reflect any chapter
| aws that may have been enacted during the current |egislative session.

STATEMENT OF ACTUARI AL OPI NI ON: Marek Tyszkiew cz and G egory Zelikov-
sky are menbers of the Society of Actuaries and the American Acadeny of
Actuaries. W are nmenbers of NYCERS, but do not believe it inpairs our
objectivity, and we neet the Qualification Standards of the American
Acadeny of Actuaries to render the actuarial opinion contained herein.
To the best of our know edge, the results contai ned herein have been
prepared in accordance with generally accepted actuarial principles and
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procedures and wth the Actuarial Standards of Practice issued by the
Actuarial Standards Board.

FI SCAL NOTE |DENTIFICATION: This Fiscal Note 2025-40 dated April 7,
2025 was prepared by the Chief Actuary for the New York City Retirenent
Systens and Pension Funds and is intended for use only during the 2025
Legi sl ati ve Session.



